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LES CHRISTIE, D-DAY 
 

LES CHRISTIE D-DAY, enlisted with the service on January 7, 1942 in Montreal. Was trained in Canada 
like most soldiers, including a seven-week wireless course at Camp Borden in Ontario. He was shipped 
overseas, and rejoined his regiment at Battle Abbey, England "A" squadron. He continued his training at 
Chillworth Manor until June 5th Wireless training. 

Landing on D-Day with the North Shore Regiment, just behind John Dionne, whose Bren Gun Carrier 
work out, Les hit Juno beach without incident, and managed to fight a war, from one end to the other 
doing a commendable job of supporting the communication field professionally. As he moved along, he 
received orders to join the contact detachment group, who in turn placed him in charge of the signal 
corp. "B" squadron. 

To save his life, and two others he helped dig trenches; it was just a matter of putting down his 36 
pounds wireless, and going to it. He gives you that impression that he was a great team player, and 
when you read about these soldiers in battle, it was their way of surviving. 

Les Christie father was a WWI veteran, and although at the time neither was aware, both father and son 
served in the communication field. When you look at Les today, all of eighty-five years of age, you can 
paint a picture of a strong young individual who crossed the ocean with the allies some fifty years ago. 

There is a reason - Les was an all around athlete, playing Football at Brown Stadium in Verdun, Quebec. 
He was 16 years of age when he played senior football, and when he returned to his proper age group, 
he was part a Dominion Championship. He played some basketball at the YMCA, and baseball at Atwater 
Park, which was located where we find Alexis Nihon today. 

The theory is a simple one, when you have experienced the wars of sports, such as football, you learn to 
take some shattering blows. We would have to agree that, although a football is not a bullet, winning 
battles in the trenches does come up in both areas. 

IS THERE A BETTER ATHLETE THAN A SOLDIER FACING A BULLET! 

Jock 

 


