ROYAL CANADIAN HUSSARS ASSOCIATION
NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE
Spring 2015

Annual General Meeting & REUNION
Our AGM will be held on Saturday May 16, 2015 at 11
am in the Warrants & Sergeant’s Mess. Followed by the
Annual Reunion, at 12 noon in the Officers Mess. We
encourage all members to attend and be part of the
AGM and Reunion. This year the reunion will be free for
all life members who attend the AGM, otherwise the
cost will be 40$ for members and 45$ for guests.
RSVP by 30 April 2015 marie-lisa.perron@forces.gc.ca
or 514-496-2024 extension 239.

L’assemblée Générale et Diner annuel de l’association
sera le 16 mai 2015 pour 11h dans le mess des
sergents et adjudants et la réunion à midi dans le mess
des officiers. Pour cette année le cout pour la réunion
sera gratuit pour les membres à vie qui participât a
l’assemblée général, si vous assiste à la réunion
seulement le cout pour les membres sera 40$ et 45$
pour les invitée.
RSVP
avant
le
30
April
@
marielisa.perron@forces.gc.ca 514-496-2024 poste 239.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Bonjour
to
all
members
of
the
Regimental Association, the Regiment
and Friends; this is our first issue for
2015 and spring has arrived, or has it? I
do hope that by the time you receive this
issue that the tulips are protruding from
the frozen ground. I trust you and your
family enjoyed and survived the bitter
cold winter. I feel guilty having spent the
last five months down South and not partaking in the cold
winter you had.
In this spring issue we have news from our members and
some interesting upcoming dates and events. Our former
Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Roman Jarymowycz
submitted another article on regimental history, which is
always interesting to read and educational to all our members.
I would like to thank Roman for taking the time to enlighten us
all on our regimental history. If you missed his first two articles
you may read up on them on previous Trumpeters that could
be found on the regimental website. You will also notice a
letter from another former Commanding Officer, Colonel John
Cochrane that has taken the initiative and time to record and
write on the experience of former members that served in
Afghanistan and Bosnia. These articles will become part of our
regimental history. Thank you Colonel John for taking on this
important task; I encourage all members and former members
to partake in this mission and contact him. If you know of any
former members that have left the regiment and served in
both Afghanistan or Bosnia and have contact with them to
please pass that information to them and to contact Colonel
John.
It has to be recognized by all members of the Association just
how much work is being done in the background on their
behalf by a small group of volunteers. I'm often wary about
listing names in these cases in fear of missing someone who
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has contributed to the success of our Association. But I can
easily point out the effort of our 1st Vice, Steven Barrette as
my right hand man on the spot. Steven is much aware on what
is going on, our liaison person with the regiment and any
outside agency. Steven represents me while I'm in Florida
during the five winter months. Communication today is swift,
regardless of the distance. It's that much easier to stay in
contact with everyone. Besides being the 1 st Vice, Steven is
also responsible for the Trumpeter which is an ongoing
challenge. His main challenge is for input from our
membership. As you noticed the Trumpeter is looking more
professional with each new issue.
I also wish to Thank Sam Pepin, Mario Hetu and Marie-Lisa
Perron for organizing all our winter events that took place at
the Armoury. Every event was a success with large attendance
enjoyed by all. Denis Gilbert has the regimental website up
and running. It's well done, professionally and informative. I
encourage everyone to open it and give your comments. We
are always looking for stories and pictures. Sam also has an
Association page on Facebook with the latest news and
important upcoming dates.
Isabelle Châtillon is busy in
keeping up the membership list, encouraging our soldiers to
join and sending out reminders for past dues, a challenging
task. Alexandre Lescot, our Secretary has his hands full in
keeping up with the minutes and all correspondence. All our
minutes are published on our website and as you notice they
are very meticulous. Don Greene is still quite busy with the
Museum, doing an excellent job and volunteering many hours
to have that professional look and convey our regimental
history. I encourage all regimental and association members to
visit this outstanding display. It is part of our history.
Donations are welcomed. There is a donation box by the main
door inside the museum. All donations are used for upkeep in
the museum. Randy Klein, our representative for our Veterans
in Ontario is busy keeping us informed on their statues and
keeps sending us informed on his Battle Field tours in Europe

that we publish in our Trumpeter. The remainders of the
Executive Officers are responsible to keep us informed on
Regimental and Association social news. I thank everyone for
their dedication to a good cause.
I would like to emphasize that your Regimental Association
needs your support in many ways to stay stable. Do not
hesitate to contact us with workable solutions, special projects
of interest to our membership and most importantly make
plans to attend our 2015 AGM and Reunion on May 16 at the
Armoury to join us in our efforts and enjoy one another
company. I also wish to thank our Commanding Officer and
Regimental Sergeant Major for their support to many of the
Association activities. But I must remind you that we need the
support of all Hussars in making this a successful year and a
big step towards maintaining our Association.
There is always sad news in each issue of the Trumpeter and
this issue is no exception. Although not a member of the
regiment but a good dear friend of the regiment that attended

most Association and Regimental functions was Colonel
(Retired) Gary Gould, Colonel Gould was the former Honorary
Colonel of the Sherbrooke Hussars. You will be missed at our
dinners with your war stories and sense of humor, RIP. We
send our deepest sympathy to all their families. Obituaries are
on the regimental website and at Last Post below.
Our monthly breakfast is still last Thursday of the month at
PJ’s Pub. I hope this spring weather will bring out more of our
members and friends of the Association.
In closing I wish everyone safe and Happy summer and Happy
Easter to everyone. Hope to see many of you at the AGM and
Reunion.
NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE
Karl Kramell President

MESSAGE FROM THE REGIMENTAL SERGEANT MAJOR
Adjuc P Chevalier
RSM
Vingt-sept ans. Le temps a passé
tellement vite entre ce jour où j'écris ces
quelques lignes et celui de mai 1988 où
ma mère est venu signer pour mon
enrôlement au RCH... L'adjudant Gordon
Weekes et le capitaine Kalunga Lima
m'avaient dès lors pris en charge. Un
mois plus tard, et trois jours après mon bal de finissants, je
partais avec tout mon fourbi pour Valcartier comme candidat
sur le controversé P.E.E.J. (Programme d'emploi, étéjeunesse). Tous les grands ténors de la Milice de l'époque
disaient que les recrues qui sortiraient de cette formation ne
seraient pas au niveau pour faire le travail d'homme
d'équipage. Toujours est-il que jamais je n'aurais cru être
encore dans la Réserve en 2015. Beaucoup d'eau a depuis
coulé sous les ponts; peut-être ces détracteurs avaient
finalement tort.
Mois après mois, je rentrais au Hangar 1 de la Base de StHubert, où l'escadron B étaient alors installé. Mes
coreligionnaires du P.E.E.J et moi et donnions notre 100% et
étions si fiers de faire partie de cette joyeuse bande.
Mine de rien, je travaillais sans me poser de questions, sans
me donner d'autre défi que celui de devenir caporal-chef
comme mon idole, mon frère Mario, qui m'inspirait tellement.
Quelques saisons plus tard, ce dernier changea d'unité avec
le grade d'adjudant.
En plus de mon frère, il y avait un autre caporal-chef au
grand coeur pour qui j'avais énormément de respect, un
moustachu rieur du nom de Denis Gilbert: pas vraiment
méchant et fort comme un boeuf! D'autres gars évoluaient à
mes côtés, et je ne peux tous les nommer, le temps ayant
fait son oeuvre: Gravel, les frères Gagnon, Poirier, Mainville,
Blair, Lancaster, Carpentier, Bélanger (Dieu ait son âme!)...
Puis vint le grand saut au mess des adjudants et sergent en
1994. Il y a eu aussi une quinquennale où j'ai géré le
transport avec l'aide d'un collègue sergent, un monument au
Régiment: l'incontournable Steve Barrette, duquel j'ai
grandement appris de la logistique. Une amitié improbable y
est née.
Puis la vie civile a suivi son court: baccalauréat, mariage,
naissance, maison, divorce, décès, etc. Plan de vie banal, s'il
en est un.
Un jour, la chaise du sergent-major de l'escadron B m'a été
imposée alors que je n'étais que sergent; j'affirme en
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rétrospective que c'était un peu trop tôt dans ma carrière;
mais il fallait faire preuve de courage et Servir en premier.
J'y ai vraiment tout donné. J'ai appris à apprécier d'autres
collègues, dont un qui avait le tour de me faire parler pour
rien (et c'est encore le cas aujourd'hui), nommément le
sergent Sébastien Goulette qui est aussi devenu mon ami
avec le temps. Durant la même période, mon frère est
revenu comme sergent-major régimentaire: j'ai beaucoup
appris en l'observant.
Sans m'en rendre compte, c'est la Grande chaise qui devint
mienne en novembre 2010. Ce fut un choc. Je crois avoir
agi honnêtement et humblement durant cette période de
reconstruction. Si la postérité m'accorde quelque succès,
c'est grâce à cette formidable équipe d'adjudants et sergents
qui m'a aidé à faire mon travail et à faire en sorte que le RCH
remplisse avec succès les missions qu'on lui donnait.
Pour votre support indéfectible, Messieurs, je ne peux faire
autrement que vous remercier chaleureusement dans une
maladroite liste désordonnée: Mario, Samuel, Rob, Don,
Mark, Alex, Daniel, Brian, Eddie, Chuck, Éric, Danny, PJ, et
Steven. Qu'on veuille bien me pardonner si j'en ai oublié un.
Mais au final, je dois laisser ce printemps la Grande chaise à
mon successeur, l'adjudant-chef Mario Vivier, à qui je
souhaite la meilleure des chances. De mon côté, j'aurai
l'honneur d'aller travailler à l'École du 34e Groupe-brigade du
Canada durant les mois à venir. C'est non sans un certain
chagrin que je vous quitte, mais sachez, chers hussards, que
je ne serai jamais loin!
Je tiens à remercier ma mère Geneviève et feu mon père
Réal qui m'ont encouragé au début de cette aventure. Merci
aussi à ma belle Laurence qui a souvent vu son papa partir
pour l'appel du Devoir. Par-dessus tout, j'exprime tout mon
amour et toute ma gratitude à ma tendre moitié, Céline, qui
m'a appuyé durant cette période et qui continue de le faire.
Humblement,
Phil.
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2014 CHRISMAS PARADE AND LUNCH

MCpl’s Châtillon & Hetu-Barre receiving
their certificate of service.

Christmas Presentations, Awards & Promotions

Cpl Yanakis, Sgt Sforza & Sgt Lavelle
receiving there certificate of service

The regiment 2014 formed-up.

Pte Farrington Best Private 2014

Officers on Parade Christmas

Tpr Poli Best Trooper 2014

Cpl Duplessis receiving his 22 year Clasp
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Cpl Choe Best Corporal 2014

LA COUPE GREY – DIMANCHE 30 NOVEMBRE 2014

MCpl Li Best Master Corporal 2014

Une vingtaine de membre de l’association se sont réunis
pour écouter le match de la coupe Grey disputant les TigerCats de Hamilton et les Stampeders de Calgary. Ce fut une
charmante soirée en excellente compagnie. Plusieurs
d’entre nous ont toutefois éprouvé beaucoup de frustration
lorsqu’ Hamilton s’est fait voler le match par les
Stampeders de Calgary à moins d’une minute de la fin de
la partie. Espérons que Taylor Reed y pensera à deux
reprises la prochaine fois qu’il envisagera un bloc illégal!
Quelques chanceux ont terminé la soirée avec des
chandails des Alouettes, tels que vous pouvez le voir sur la
photo, qu’ils ont gagné en prix de présence pour
l’événement.
Belle soirée à refaire l’an prochain! Espérons y voir le
double de personne 
Marie-Lisa Perron

Sgt Pepin Best Sergeant 2014

JOUR DU LEVÉE
Nous étions nombreux à venir célébrer la nouvelle année
au Royal Canadian Hussars le 1 janvier 2015.
En ce qui me concerne, la nouvelle année se célèbre en
famille. Qui d’autre pourrait bien représenter ma famille
que mes collègues et, même pour plusieurs, amis du Royal
Canadian Hussars? C’est un plaisir à chaque année de
partager nos vœux avec ceux qui ont une grande
importance dans nos vies.
Nous avons d’abord célébré dans nos mess respectifs. Le
mess combiné a par la suite invité tous et chacun pour un
cocktail et dîner. Plusieurs se sont ensuite présentés dans
les différentes unités qui nous ont invités à leur
événement : le Régiment de Maisonneuve, le CGG et bien
sûr, le Black Watch où vous nous retrouverez sur les
photos.

Lt Goodwin Best Lieutenant 2014

Capt Demers-Martel Best Captain 2014
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Nous avons été chaleureusement été accueillis par tous et
avons passé une excellente journée!
Marie-Lisa Perron

He was a stalwart at all Regimental functions, supporting
the Hussars till his last day. A quiet but hard looking NCO,
Duke radiated toughness and did not suffer fools gladly,
yet he was a most pleasant comrade to his mates at
reunions and the regular association brunches he attended
faithfully at the end of every month. Fondly remembered
as “a true and loyal member of the 17th, always supported
all regimental activities, past president of the association
and editor of the Trumpeter”. He was one of ten Military
Medals won by troopers, corporals and sergeants of this
Regiment during the Second World War.

His day of valour occurred in Oostburg, a Dutch town,
during the last months of 1944, midst the Scheldt
Campaign. The 3rd Cdn Infantry Division was encircling
Breskens and cleaning out the very difficult and grudgingly
held “Breskens Pocket”. In October the regiment was used
much like infantry. The area around Oostburg is
featureless. Flat polder and soggy farmland, cut through by
the Maaidijk river, a small bit of water - just nuisance
enough to be a tank obstacle. Much of the land was flooded
and every crossroads was covered, registered, and
stonked.

SGT DUKE WELLINGTON MM
7TH RECCE REGIMENT OCTOBER 1944 – VALOUR IN
HOLLAND
Roman Jarymowycz

Sergeant Edwin John Drummond “Duke” Wellington passed
away January 12 2012.

Area South East of Oostburg, flat, featureless, much
flooding.

Hastings, UK, 17th DYRCH, as 7th Recce Regiment on
parade in UK circa 1943. The photograph is not annotated
but purportedly shows a squadron led by Major CA
Baerman, LSgt Wellington in front file.
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The 7th Recce had been working with le Régiment de la
Chaudière. They often leapfrogged the Chauds from phase
line to phase line. Oostburg was seven miles south of On
29 October 1944, southeast of Oostburg, a section
commanded by Lance-Sergeant Wellington, in the lead of
his troop which was in turn leading his squadron, was held
up by determined defensive position augmented by mines,
machine guns and antitank fire:
This road block was covered by heavy enemy machine gun
and 20-mm fire from positions to the front and flanks. As
all other roads had been breached by the enemy and were
flooded, this was the only road over which his squadron
could advance in their sector of the front.1 (Canada
Gazette / CARO/5283, 20 Jan 1945: Military Medal
WELLINGTON, Edwin John Drummond, Lance-Sergeant
(D.82836) - - 7 Canadian Reconnaissance Regt (17th Duke
of York's Royal Canadian Hussars))

FROM TRIPOLI TO BAMAKO, IN THE WAKE OF ALQAEDA IN THE ISLAMIC MAGHREB…
By LCOL Charles Branchaud.
Introduction by RJJ
The following article (reprinted) is by Lt Col Charles
Branchaud, the most decorated serving former RCH officer.
A Montrealer, Colonel Charles left RCH in the mid-eighties,
joined the British Army, and was
posted to 4 Royal Tank Regiment
(colloquially
known
as
"Jock
Tracks" because of their strong
Scottish connection). Branchaud
soon
acquired
a
fascinating
Canadian, Scot and English brogue.
He served in Ireland, Cyprus, and,
his first full war, Operation Desert
Storm. Part of the 1st British
Armoured Div commanded by Maj
Gen
Rupert
Smith,
He
was
seconded
to
the Royal Scots Dragoon Guards BG and served as Battle
Capt of a Challenger 2 Tank squadron. He rejoined the Cdn
Army, served in Bosnia, then the Congo civil war for which
he was decorated by French government. Branchaud was
promoted major and commanded a Cougar Sqn in 12 RBC,
winning The Rams Head Trophy. He again served in Bosnia
and was next seconded to the 3rd Div HQ, British Army in
Salisbury. To his surprise, and delight, he ended up in
another mid-east war, Operation Telic, the second invasion
Iraq in 2003.
Branchaud was next appointed as Canadian military
attaché to East Africa for five years and lived in Nairobi.
This was later followed by a year's service in Libya during
the civil war - which, as the attached article describes, led
to another full year in Mali during the recent fighting.
Attached to Legion Etranger BG as observer, his favourite
memory is witnessing para/armour counter attack to
recapture Timbuktu.
When the French battle
group first arrived in
Bomako,
the
Para
regiment of the Foreign
Legion
secured
the
airport.
Branchaud
accompanied the US
Army senior officer on a
liaison visit to the
French
commander.
They arrived at the
gates and were met by a smart sentry from the
2e Régiment étranger de parachutistes (2e REP). He was
tall, blond and immovable. The FAMAS assault rifle across
his chest, his blue eyes boring through his visitors. The
American declined Branchaud's offer to help, and insisted
on trying out his own French. He was fresh from a six
month immersion course in Algeria, of all places. In an
accent painful to hear and a vocabulary that defied
invention, he tried to demand an interview avec ton
commandant... He was interrupted by the Legionaire who
said, in perfect mid-west English: "Don't break your jaw,
sir. I'm from Iowa."
Charles is presently posted to Ottawa but lives in Quebec
City, where his wife runs their hotel, a charming stone
edifice inside the old walls.

Progress was stalled. Capt Jesse Whittingham, OC of C Sqn
went forward to recce, his car ran over mines Whittingham was killed instantly. Lt SG Patterson assumed
command. The Regiment pressed on regardless and here
Wellington made the difference:

17th Recce in Holland October 1944. A Humber followed by a
Daimler armoured car – part of a scout troop, moving through the
Belgian-Dutch border town of Putte, during the Anglo-Canadian drive
to cut off the German 15th Army on the islands of the Scheldt
Estuary.

Appreciating this, Lance-Sergeant Wellington advanced
some 200 yards alone, under heavy enemy fire and in
some places up to his thighs in water to a point where he
could observe the enemy positions, brought fire to bear
and hoped that he had knocked them out. He then
returned, rallied his section, cleared the road of the block
and the mines and led his section into the enemy positions.
Little fight was left in the enemy and many prisoners were
taken. This action on the part of Lance-Sergeant Wellington
enabled his squadron and consequently the regiment to
advance three miles to the final objective, an enemy twocompany position.2
The citation was recommended on 30 Oct 1944 by Lt-Col
CA
Baerman,
Commanding
Officer,
7
Canadian
Reconnaissance Regiment; supported by MGen DC Spry
and General HDG Crerar; the final approval was by Field
Marshal BL Montgomery.

RJJ
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The upheavals from the Arab Spring will have more than
impacted upon the Maghreb Region of Africa. Of course,
they very much affected Syria, and now by extension, the
whole of the Middle-East, but their consequences also
spread throughout the sub-Saharan region of the Sahel,
bringing unexpected changes to countries that were dozing
in
apparent
tranquility.
I arrived in Tripoli on
Christmas Day 2011.
The embassy had
recently
been
reopened
after
having
been
evacuated prior to
the air strikes that
precipitated the fall
of Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi earlier in the year.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs had asked the Defence to
deploy an officer to Tripoli to support the regional Defence
Attaché stationed in Cairo, who was going through an
extremely busy period. The Arab Spring had indeed
touched many of his countries of accreditation, amongst
them Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya. As the position had to be
filled in a most immediate manner, the Director of Staff of
the Strategic Joint Staff, at the time Major General Jon
Vance, had selected me to fill this urgent request by
Foreign Affairs.

the militias had in each region of the country. It should be
understood that many of these militias often clashed over
control of a given territory – resulting in shootings and
deaths, not only among themselves, but also, and more
frequently, among innocent civilians.
In addition, Western states were worried about the
disappearance of certain weapons. This was particularly
true with respect to portable air defence missiles
(MANPADS), as well as for the location and condition of the
SCUD missiles that the Libyans still held in their arsenal.
Therefore, part of the work also involved confirming the
state and locations of these missiles. The compilation of
this information, in collaboration with other Western allies
and local contacts, became a full-time job.
A rebel fighter
chants ‘Allahu
Akbar’ as he stands
near a Russianmade SCUD missile
that was found in
Junine, about 25
kilometres
southeast of Tripoli,
3 September 2011.

Questions
were
also raised by
virtue of the mass displacement of 4x4 vehicles leaving
Libya and heading southwest into the Saharan desert and
towards the Sahel. We would soon understand the
consequences of this exodus. Indeed, as we tried to
analyze the impact of the non-dissolution of the militias on
the new Libyan order, an issue which continues to hamper
the Libyan Government. As it transpired, former Tuareg
soldiers of Gaddafi’s Arab Legion fled by the ‘back door,’
and were returning to their home countries and taking
arms other materiel.

I had not anticipated that this mission would eventually
take me from one end to the other of the Saharan Desert.
The effects of the fall of the Gaddafi regime were complex.
The Libyan army, which had remained more-or-less on the
sidelines during the civil war, was trying to rebuild itself.
Not only had Gaddafi been neglecting his army for
decades, he did not trust it, and he preferred hiring Sahel
mercenaries to impose his will on the Libyan population.
Also, Tripoli’s streets were controlled by regional militias,
who identified themselves by the names of the cities where
they were formed, examples being the Misurata, Tripoli,
and Benghazi Brigades.

In a very short time, Tuareg independence movements
such, as the Mouvement National de Libération de l’Azawad
(MNLA), would take charge of these returning soldiers,
who, with the fall of the Gaddafi Regime, had lost their
purpose. The outcome of the enrolment of returning
soldiers by the MNLA, and later by Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM) and its derivatives groups (MUJAO,
Ansar’Din), would be fatal for the regime of one of the
Sahelean countries, namely Mali.

Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi
waves from a car in the compound
of Bab Al Azizia in Tripoli, 10 April
2011.

The Libyan Armed Forces
were indeed in a very poor
state. They had been targeted
by Allied bombings, as well as having sustained much
neglect by Gaddafi, who favoured his Arab Legion, an
extra-national force in which the dictator had more
confidence. The legion was composed of personnel from
Muslim countries where Gaddafi had special interests.
Thus, several Arab Legion members came from countries of
the Sahel such as Niger, Burkina Faso, and Mali, and often,
natives of Tuareg. A few months later, they would have a
significant impact as they returned to their countries of
origin with the Libyan arsenal they had kept from Gaddafi’s
armouries.

Soldiers from the Tuareg
rebel group MNLA sit in a
pickup truck in Kidal, 4
February 2013.

Mali had to this point
been considered by the
international community
to be one of the flagships
of
the
new
African
democracy. Its governance had been settled by democratic
elections for some years, and Canada, like other Western
countries, had invested much in this state, mainly through
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).
However, as is the case in many countries of the African
continent, the weakness of Malian political institutions, its
limited and recent experience of democratic processes,
along with the influence of the trans-Saharan illegal

My passage in Tripoli served the purpose of gathering
information to better understand the intentions of the
Libyan military, as they were rebuilding their armed forces.
It also served the purpose of understanding the influence
The Trumpeter April 2015
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trafficking, would cause these investments to be lost.
Despite having benefited from the generosity of several
countries, including Canada, training and equipment
contributions, the Malian Army struggled to acquire the
know-how associated with planning and conducting
operations.
Among
other
things,
their
Personal
Administration Staff (J1) could not say accurately how
many individuals they actually had in the military. This
inability to tally the number of troops available not only
impacted negatively upon the management of the Malian
Armed Forces (MAF), but also left open opportunities for
deceit and corruption.

It is difficult to explain to the uninitiated, how African
forces operate in both peace and conflict. They are deeply
influenced by their communities of origin, their family, and
their tribe, whether they are of sedentary or nomadic
background. It must also be said that their security forces
have been much influenced by the colonial legacy.
Additionally, impunity throughout the chain of command is
common, and it has a huge impact upon military discipline.
The Malian Army was corrupt and incapable of facing its
challenges.
Tuareg Malian soldiers under the
command of Colonel El-Hadj Ag
Gamou patrol a street in Gao, 11
February 2013.

As anticipated, soldiers of the former Arab Legion returned
from Libya, crossed the Malian border, and assaulted army
posts, laying claim on a huge part of northern Mali, leaving
the local military in disarray. The Malian Army pulled back
south, leaving the northern territories, known as the
Azawad, in the hands of extremists.

The Malian defensive line
was
established
on
a
northwest-southeast
axis
just north of the city of
Mopti. On paper, their defence seemed feasible, given the
number of men they claimed to have deployed. However, it
soon became clear that what I had been presented with
had nothing to do with reality on the ground, especially at
the moment of the Islamist attack in mid-January 2013.

Malian soldiers leaving
Timbuktu, 31 January 2013.
Mali’s president offered
Tuareg rebels talks at the
time in a bid for national
reconciliation after a Frenchled offensive drove their
Islamist former allies into
mountain hideaways.

At locations where the Malians had claimed to have battle
groups in defensive positions of at least 600 men, the
situation was in reality much different. Those positions
were manned by ill-prepared, ill-equipped, and ill-trained
small companies of less than 100 men each.

This area, composed of
the three northern provinces of Timbuktu, Gao, and Kidal,
is populated by fair skin and nomadic tribes, as opposed to
the darker-complected and sedentary culture of the Bantu
population residing in southern Mali. This ethnic divide very
much splits the country in two very different cultures, and
as was the case throughout its history, was at the root of
many inter-ethnic quarrels. As this was happening, a
military coup in the national capital Bamako, headed by a
Captain Sanogo, overthrew the Malian government.

The Islamist fighters were seasoned and mobile, two
qualities that the Malians lacked. Further, they were
equipped with all the material they had brought back from
Gaddafi’s armouries, as well as the equipment that was
abandoned by the Malian Army in their rout to the south
during the spring of 2012.

This all took place sometime after the Tuareg columns of
Gaddafi’s Arab Legion left Libya. I did not know at the time
that I would subsequently meet those columns at their
destination on the other side of the Saharan desert, in Mali.

At the beginning of January 2013, the Islamists probed the
Malian defences and began their assault on 11 January,
breaking the defensive line in less than 48 hours. The
significance of this breakthrough is important, and it serves
to explain the reality of the situation well. The Malians had
had more than eight months to prepare their defence…
Having realized the impact of the Malian Forces debacle,
the French Government quickly intervened to defeat the
Islamists.

As things calmed down relatively at the time in Libya, and
as elections were scheduled to appoint a new government,
I was asked to redeploy to Bamako, to support our regional
attaché for West Africa, who had been temporarily
deployed in the Malian capital from his normal station in
Senegal. I left Libya in late-May 2012, and after a swift
reorganization in Canada, redeployed to Bamako at the
end of June.

A French army officer talks
to his Malian and
Senegalese army
counterparts where a
meeting is taking place for
the intervention force
provided by the ECOWAS
grouping of West

Shortly after my arrival, I established contacts at the
Malian Ministry of Defence and asked for permission to
move forward to the ‘Defensive Line’ established in central
Mali, north of the provincial capital of Mopti. The Malian
line was established approximately along the geographical
limits of the aforementioned cultural divide, between
nomadic and sedentary populations. In reality, it was the
limit at which the rebels had stopped chasing the national
army. The situation would remain stable until the Islamists
broke the line nine months later, triggering the Frenchoffensive of January 2013.
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Although
there
has
been much speculation
with respect to the objective of the Islamist attack, it is
unlikely that it was meant to reach Bamako. Rather more
plausible was the taking of Sévaré’s airport, a landing strip
whose ownership was crucial, either to deny or to support
any operations to retake the north.
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Regardless, the Islamist offensive highlighted the Malian
lack of preparation and incapacity to react to a well-known
and defined threat. The capacity imagined by the
authorities proved significantly lower than their claims. The
French defeated the Islamists in a swift campaign that has
demonstrated their capabilities to project power in this part
of the world. As this is written, the French Army has begun
to withdraw troops from Mali. Their organization in the
Sahel will be reshaped, but a significant contingent will
remain in Mali for the foreseeable future. The United
Nations deployed a mission to Mali to replace the deficient
African Force that briefly deployed in the wake of the
French intervention. Left crippled, the Malian military is still
unable to realistically fulfill its role. Incapable of assuming
the burden of reforming the Malian Army alone, France is
now leading a European Union Training Mission (EUTM) to
help rebuild the Malian forces. EUTM was formed to
address Malian gaps. However, even with the training
support provided by the European Union in forming units to
deploy north, recent events have shown that much is still
to be done.

ROYAL VISIT HRH COLONEL-IN-CHIEF PRINCESS
ANNE
The regiment was honored with a
visit from our Colonel-in-Chief on
February 19th 2015.
The regiment was busy preparing
for the visit as well as an open
house for the employers of the
regiments serving members, over
the three months up to the actual
visit. Many of the employers we
astonished by the regiments size
and the professionalism of the
soldiers. Our commanding
officer and RSM were very
pleased with the turn out of
the solders and enjoyed
meeting all the employers
who attend.

A fighter with the Tuareg separatist
group MNLA stands guard outside
the local regional assembly in
Kidal, 23 June 2013.

While Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM) has clearly
been much depleted by the
French engagement, elements of the organization have
escaped, and they remain a threat to the stability of the
region. As for the MNLA, it has reorganised and its
influence is still very much felt in the northern province of
Kidal, where it recently defeated a Malian offensive.
Mali held democratic elections in the summer of 2013, and
after a grandiose ceremony of investiture in Bamako,
President Keïta is left with serious challenges ahead of him.
It will be some time before Mali can enjoy its carefree
tranquility again.
Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Branchaud is currently J5 Plans
Africa
at
Canadian
Joint
Operations
Command
Headquarters. He has served on many occasions in Africa.
Mali’s President Ibrahim
Boubacar Keïta arrives in the
plenary room of the European
Parliament ahead of his address
to the assembly in Strasbourg,
10 December 2013.

Royal Canadian Armoured Corps Bursary Program
Each year the corps awards Bursary’s to eligible members.
I encourage members of the regiment and retired
members who have children in school to check out the
website for more information. www.rcaca.org The
deadline has been extend to July 2015.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GOULD, Thomas Garfield "Garry" MC, CD
At the Montreal Neurological Institute on January 10, 2015
in his 93rd year. Born in Montreal on June 4, 1922, son of
Ora Gertrude Porter and William Pierce Gould. He grew up
in Notre-Dame-de-Grace and lived in Dorval. He is survived
by his wife of 63 years, Gwendolyn Mae Williams, and the
family includes Russell, Matthew, Ellen (Stewart), Havard
(Helena), Derek (Christine), as well as four grandchildren,
Gwendolyn, Nell, Margaret and Derren (Kimberley). He was
retired from Wajax Industries Limited and as Honorary
Colonel of the Sherbrooke Hussars
Regiment, the successor regiment
to the Sherbrooke Fusilier
Regiment with which he served in
second world war. A great support
of the Royal Canadian Hussars
Montreal and Association. The
family is grateful to Dr. Jeffrey
Wiseman and all the staff of the
Royal Victoria Hospital and extended health care system
for the many years of care that extended his life.

BIRTHS
The regimental Adjutant Captain Charles Demers-Martel
and wife Anne-Julie, would like to announce the birth of
their daughter, Zoé Martel, 11th March 2015, both mother
and daughter are doing fine.
The B sqn Operation Warrant, Warrant Alex Cyr & wife
Heidi would like to announce the arrival of their son, Cedric
Charles Cyr, 6lbs 9oz March 11th 2015.
Finally Corporal Geoffrey Johnstone & wife Corina would
like to announce the arrival of Tyler James Johnstone born
March 24th 2015 8 lbs 2 oz.
AWARDS
Le 26 février, son Excellence le très honorable David
Johnson, gouverneur et commandant en chef du Canada, a
présidé une cérémonie d’investiture de l’Ordre du mérite
militaire. L’Ordre vise à souligner le service méritoire et le
dévouement des membres des forces armées canadiennes.
Pour leur dévouement exemplaire envers le Canada, ces
membres sont reçus dans l’Ordre selon trois grades :
commandeur, officier et membre. L’Adjuc Philipe Chevalier,
CD a été reçu au grade de membre.

IMPORTANT DATES
Date

Event

Location

Dress

30 April 2015

Breakfast

09h00 PJ’s Pub

Casual

2 May 2015

Officer Dinner
CDN Armoury
(By invitation only)

Black Tie

9 May 2015

Regimental Bar B Q Morin-Heights
Legion

Casual

16 May 2015

AGM

11h00
CDN Armoury

Jacket & Tie

16 May 2015

Reunion

12h00
CDN Armoury

Jacket & Tie

28 May 2015

Breakfast

09h00 PJ’s Pub

Casual

LAST POST

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEE CONTACT NUMBERS

Captain Harold Randall (Randy) Phillips
My father, served with The RCH (17th Hussars) during
WW2 and stayed connected with the regiment through the
years. He attended reunions, enjoyed hearing the news in
the Trumpeter and wore his regimental badges with honour
on Remembrance Day each year. Born on January 21,
1921 he passed away on October 4, 2014 at the age of 93.
If there is a way to post his passing in the Trumpeter, the
family would appreciate it. Thank you.

Karl Kramell
President
Karlheinz009@sympatico.ca

Steven Barrette
1st Vice-President / Editor Trumpeter
Steven.barrette@gmail.com

Mario Hetu
2nd Vice-President
htu277@hotmail.com

Samuel Pépin
Treasurer / Special Projects
Samyboy734@hotmail.com

Alexandre Lescot
Secretary
alescot@hotmail.com

Isabelle Chatillon
Membership
Isabelle.chatillon@forces.gc.ca

Randy Klein
Membership Ontario
rklein@on.aibn.com

Donald Greene
Museum Curator
greene_donald@hotmail.com

Denis Gilbert
Web Master
denis.gilbert@videotron.ca

Marie-Lisa Perron
P.R. Regimental
marie-lisa.perron@hotmail.com

Alex Cyr
P.R. Regimental
cplalexcyr@hotmail.com

Gordon Weekes
P.R. Association
geewee247@gmail.com

James Terpstra
P.R. Association
jterpstra@rogers.com

Alan Canavan
Past President
53 Thurlow Road
Hampstead, Qc. H3X 3G8
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For current or former members of the Royal Canadian Hussars
who served on a military mission in Bosnia or Afghanistan –
Invitation to participate in a history documentation project

Pour anciens ou membres actuels des Royal Canadian Hussars
qui ont servi lors d’une mission militaire en Bosnie ou
Afghanistan – Invitation à participer dans un projet de
documentation historique

Hello

Bonjour

We are initiating a history project aimed at documenting the individual
or group experiences of Royal Canadian Hussars who participated on a
military mission in Bosnia or Afghanistan. While the concept for the
resulting document has not been finalised, we hope to prepare a series
of summaries outlining each individual’s experiences. The summaries
could be prepared for an individual or a group of individuals who
served together.
They will be descriptive of the location of
deployment, the role the individual played in the location, the
description of the unit to which they were assigned, and a description
of the unit’s activities. It could also provide details of the soldiers’ dayto-day routine, their uniforms and equipment, and any interesting
stories or experiences that they wish to share. If possible, it would be
complemented by photographs, diagrams or maps.

Nous démarrons un projet visant à documenter les expériences des
membres ou groupes de membres des Royal Canadian Hussars lors de
leur participation dans une mission militaire en Bosnie ou en
Afghanistan. Bien que le format du document éventuel ne soit pas
arrêté, nous souhaitons préparer une série de résumés basés sur les
expériences de chaque individu. Ces résumés pourraient être préparés
pour un individu ou un groupe d’individus qui ont été déployés
ensemble. Ils seront composés de descriptions du site de déploiement,
du rôle de l’individu sur le terrain, de l’unité à laquelle l’individu a été
affecté et d’une description des activités de cette unité. Ils pourraient
aussi fournir les détails de la routine quotidienne des soldats, de leurs
uniformes et équipements, et des histoires ou d’autres informations
intéressantes qu’ils souhaitent partager. Si possible, le document
comprendra également des photographes, des diagrammes et des
cartes géographiques.

The purpose of the project is to provide future members of the unit
with an idea of what occurred during these operations, and what it felt
like to be a soldier at this time of history. The summaries will be
assembled as a PDF document and be made available at no charge to
members of the unit, project participants, their families and friends
and other members of the public. They may at some future date be
posted on the RCH association website or be reprinted in the
association newsletter.

L’objectif du projet est de fournir aux futurs membres de l’unité une
idée de ce qui s’est passé lors de ses opérations et des sentiments des
soldats à l’époque. Les résumés seront mis ensemble dans un
document PDF et rendus disponibles sans charge aux membres de
l’unité, aux participants du projet, à leurs familles et aux amis et
autres personnes intéressées. Également, ils seront potentiellement
publiés sur le site web de l’association des anciens du RCH ou dans les
lettres trimestrielles distribuées aux membres de cette association.

If you are interested in participating in this project, we would like to
meet you and schedule some interview sessions. You could, if you
wish, prepare some notes and gather your pictures. The notes are
optional and the details could be provided to us verbally. We will
interview you and review your documents and photos and prepare a
text and layout for your review and approval.

Si vous êtes intéressé à participer dans ce projet, nous souhaitons
vous rencontrer pour planifier une série d’entrevues. Vous pouvez, si
vous voulez, préparer des notes et vos photos. La préparation des
notes est facultative, car vous pouvez nous fournir les informations
verbalement. Nous souhaitons vous rencontrer pour entendre vos
histoires et passer en revue vos photos. Par la suite, nous préparerons
un texte et une mise en page pour votre révision et votre approbation.

You will be asked to sign a document granting non-exclusive
transferable publication rights of the document to the RCH association.
By granting non-exclusive rights, you are also able to retain rights to
your own pictures and text. The association will, however, be able to
publish or distribute the materials as it sees fit. As it is being prepared
principally for the benefit of future members of the unit, the RCH
association does not intend to charge for the distribution of the
resulting document. If ever any funds are received from their use, the
association will commit to use them to promote the unit and the wellbeing of the former and active members of the unit.

Nous vous demanderons de signer une entente pour accorder à
l’association des anciens du RCH des droits de publication non exclusifs
et transférables. Puisque les droits seront non-exclusifs, vous
retiendriez des droits sur vos propres textes et photos. Cependant,
l’association aura le droit de publier ou de distribuer les documents
comme il jugera approprié. Puisque les documents seront préparés
principalement au bénéfice des futurs membres de l’unité, l’association
des anciens du RCH n’envisage pas facturer pour la distribution des
documents produits par le présent projet. Cependant, si jamais des
revenus étaient générés par leur utilisation, l’association envisage
utiliser ces fonds pour promouvoir l’unité et le bienêtre des membres
anciens et actifs de l’unité.

The principal writers will be John Cochrane, a former member of the
unit, and Marina Tinkler, his niece and a Concordia University literature
student and aspiring author. Other members of the association may
be asked to read and format the documents and suggest
improvements. John and Marina are available to meet with you at your
convenience. They can meet you at the Armoury or any other location
that you prefer. They hope to conduct these interviews during the
winter and spring of 2015.

Les auteurs principaux du projet seront John Cochrane, ancien membre
de l’unité, et Marina Tinkler, sa nièce, écrivaine aspirante et étudiante
en littérature à l’université Concordia. D’autres membres de
l’association pourraient être mis à contribution pour réviser, faire des
suggestions d’amélioration et pour formater les documents. John et
Marina sont disponibles pour vous rencontrer selon vos disponibilités.
Ils peuvent vous rencontrer au ménage militaire ou à d’autres lieux
selon votre préférence. Ils souhaitent compléter les entrevues à l’hiver
et au printemps de 2015.

We thank you in advance for your participation and your willingness to
share your experiences with future generations.
To initiate the
process, please contact the undersigned and suggest a timing and
location for the first meeting.
Thanks and best regards
Contact
John Cochrane
Mobile 514-591-9455
Email: john.s.cochrane@videotron.ca

Nous vous remercions à l’avance pour votre participation et pour votre
désir de partager vos expériences avec les générations futures. Pour
démarrer le processus, veuillez contacter la personne mentionnée ciaprès afin de suggérer une plage horaire et un lieu pour la première
réunion.
Merci et à bientôt
Contact
John Cochrane Mobile 514-591-9455
Courriel: john.s.cochrane@videotron.ca
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