November 1970

It may be that Time, as it speeds past with all of us, creates the
impression that the old things, the old ways, were best. This concept, I pro-
pose, is defeated by our Annual Reunions. It is my observed and considered
opinion that each Reunion tends to surpass its predecessor, and that this year,
our twenty-fifth, was the newest and best. Companionship, camaraderie, a
very good dinner and first rate steward service all added together to make a
memorable event and unforgettable one. Old friends came literally from far
and near. Some, ones we wanted to meet and to talk with once again, did not
come; others will never come again.

One of the greatest emotional blows of my life was the sudden death
of indestructible Bob Mackett on the first night of the Reunion. I had always
believed that as long as there was Mackett, the rest of us had it made --- and
now he is no longer with us, except in spirit.

Our old friend Doug Sparks passed away earlier this year. As you
know, Doug had experienced a paralysing injury and was almost incapable of
movement for quite a long time. Those of us who knew him well will feel the
loss keenly, especially his many "C'" Squadron comrades.

Two long time comrades who will not join us again are Ben Newsam
and Walter Pavey. Bennie served with the Victoria Rifles in the First War and
later as Adjutant of the Reserve Regiment (17th) in the last bash. He was a
staunch supporter of the Regiment, as is his son, Guy. Wally Pavey, of Contact
Detachment fame, was our Regimental Historian; he died of a heart attack on
August 13th.

We also regret to have to report the passing of James Ogden Borlase
in Moncton, N.B. and George Stott in Montreal, P.Q,

No matter how natural the claims of Time on our manhood may be,
they are none the more acceptable when made upon old friends.

And now let me tell you about the many old pals I met at the Reunion.

A very pleasant event occurred at the dinner party on the Saturday
evening: the Association on behalf of all of us who read this writing presented
Dunc Munro with a plaque commemorating the twenty-five years, and more, of
service to us all as a member of the Association and of its executive. Dunc
has been responsible for a large part of the success of each Reunion, and his
wife has played a very large part in helping him. Dunc recognized the strength
that his wife has given him, and thus indirectly to us, by asking her to read to
us all assembled the inscription on the commemorative plaque. I am sure you
are pleased that this couple has been recognized, at least in a small way, for
their devoted service to us.




It was nice to see Merv Christie, who appears to have lost too much
weight, and, of course, Jim Domville, my militia commanding officer. Bert
Webb turned up as usual, well turned-out and very dapper. An old friend, seldom
seen at Reunions, was a famous ""C" Squadron Corporal (in my memory) --

W.H. Midlige, of 230 Ormond Street, in Brockville. Cec Hamilton and his
lovely wife never seem to age at all: Cec looks like a retired cavalry colonel, and
is the same pleasant man he always has been.

Pappy Flanagan was in great form..... even came to the dinner party
this year!

I understand that there is a remote possibility that our veteran
bachelor, Freddy Dufour, might just settle down. I hear that he is buying a
house; but Freddy says that the house is in Florida and that he plans to go fishing
---- permanently.

While I was chatting with Lt. Col. Locke, the Commanding Officer,

Royal Canadian Hussars, I noticed the RCH Tie. It has the silver and blue of the
old 17th and the gold and blue of the 6th Hussars. It is a very distinguished tie,
and the RSM told me that if enough orders are received, he will endeavour to
provide ties to members of the Association. This is not an attempt to sell ties,
but if you are interested the RSM assured me that he would appreciate your
writing to him:

C.W.O0. T. W, MAITLAND,

c/o Sergeant's Mess,

Royal Canadian Hussars,

4185 Cote des Neiges Road.

Two incorrigibles --- Keith Saunders and Syd Fairhurst --- of the
New York Chapter, turned out at the dinner party in dinner jackets and very
smart shirts. I can remember young Saunders in coveralls and grease!

Some of the old timers whom I hadn't .seen for years were Ross
Martin, now relocated in Montreal, Freddie Elder, Jim Rillie and Les Parry
(with a very distinguished beard). Bill Cummins came from Calgary with his
wife, celebrating his twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, and making his first trip
to the Armoury. He brought good wishes from Jim Sinclair, Red McKenzie and
Aaron Craig.

Ralph Ryan, who had been ill, looked almost fit. Tom Morris, and
son, came back again, and stayed for the dinner party. My old troop sergeant
and my very old friend, Cliff Taylor, was there: it was great to see him and talk
with him again. Len Hall, whom you will remember left us in England to become
a paratrooper and to visit practically every battle area from 1942 until the peace
broke out, was a welcome visitor. He lives near Welland, Ontario (RR No 4,
Fenwick).

Good old Joe Jewell, with whom I had spent the odd evening on walk-
out, reminded me of some of the mis-adventures that we all experienced during
our participation in Hitler's War. Perhaps you would like to recall a yarn or
two, and pass them on to the rest of us. I would be more than happy to receive
a yarn from any of you. Just write to the "Trumpeter'' at the Armoury, and I'll
get your letter. I'll include them in future issues: here are some ideas:

-- the time Ralph Meeks got hit on the head by the tin foil dumped
out of the aeroplane...Ernie White or Dennie Bardell will re-
member!'

-- how Jackie Sabin got the scar on his forehead: what was a plank
doing in the rain on the side of a slit-trench at Petworth?

-- What about Shag Saughnessy and the Bren gun barrel in the rain?

-- What was the story of Len Hall and Doug Jamieson and the hop
field in Kent?



My old school chum, Arthur Giles, tells me he is still the best
barber west of Quebec and east of Ottawa...and I believe him. Al McPherson
finally broke down and got himself married, and then went into hospital! 0Old
Clint Bussey is not too well: however, he is still stubborn enough not to let
the surgeons have his pet gallstones! Do you remember old Waclav Kowalski?
Could you ever forget him? He celebrated his 72nd birthday on the Friday night
of the Reunion.....and some of you characters thought you were getting old!.

Some interesting events which were concurrent with the Reunion:
Mow Kaylor's seventeenth wedding anniversary; Duncan MacKenzie winning a
poker pot with three pairs; George Kalmanovitch's son, Norman, on his way

to Calgary as a geo-physicist; Lolly Albert out of hospital and back in circula-
tion, although he didn't make it to the Reunion.

Let me take a moment to point out a faithful member of the
Association. Do you know that, to my knowledge, Harry Hamilton has not
missed a Reunion in a very long time, if he has ever missed one! And Harry
doesn't live just around the corner.

Speaking of Harry's.....Harry Croucher showed up after a lapse
of a good many years, too many. George and Hilda Murray sent us a card from
Victoria, BC, to let us all know that we are not forgotten. He expressly sent
his greetings '"'in beats of three''.

Other familiar and welcome faces were Stan Rodden, Pete Tanner,
Jim Corker, Ralph Warren, Benny Benitez, Bill Lothian, good old Bill MacKay,
Stinky Lawlor, John Gautier, Ash Stewart and Joe Freeman. I was also able
to chat with Mort Lyons and Lloyd Lewis, both from Ottawa, Bill McKell, John
McGowan and Danny Carruthers. Lee Montgomery came to see us all the way
from the west of England.....Falmouth, to be exact,....and so did John Anderson,
who is associated with Eastern Airlines and lives just outside London. Other
welcome visitors from Ontario: Ron Davies of Brampton, C.F, Reid of Renfrew,

Fred Milne of Galt; and D.A, Hawkins of Hawkesbury, Al Levy from Florida,
Ernie Moore from New York, H. M, Orr from Hemmingford, and C., Stets
from Richelieu. We have also made a new friend: Capt. James Morton, of
New Rochelle, NY, a guest who, I believe, would like to be one of us.

J.E., Holloway, of Box 224, Castor, Alberta, had better write to
"Bill Cummins at 4219 15A Street, Calgary SW, to get a report on the Reunion
and how to make arrangements to visit us. Bill appears to be our Alberta
representative.....how about an Alberta Chapter?

We also had an enquiry from K.E. Nicholson of Pierrefonds,
Quebec. Roly Martin sent us several greetings and a change of address almost
as long as this ""Trumpeter' ... he lives in Rugby, England. And we had a
nice letter from Alan Davidson, in BC, as well as one from Bill Mills, in
Levack, Ontario.

Late News just received from our star reporter .... G.J. Smith,
whose number was D-3004, is joining our group again; Col. Danny Miller tells
us that he did not join us this year because his wife had been seriously ill ...

let's hope that we see '""Flash'' next year.

I have been wondering if it would be an anti-climax if, after the
informal get-together on Friday evening and the family party on Saturday, we
could get together again on Sunday .... say at eleven in the morning until about
two or three in the afternoon ..., for coffee and a chance to really have a chat
with those fellows we only had time to say hello to on the rest of the week-end.
If such a plan were to disrupt affairs in the Armoury, or would cost too much,
then perhaps it may not be a good idea. However, I, for one, would welcome
a chance to talk with Cliff Taylor, or Bert Scott, or Art Giles or Cy Young,
since I am really from out of town. Would you like to try this on? Let me
know and we'll try letting our executive know how we feel about it.
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Well, there's a full mail-box this time!? Many of you have taken me
seriously when I suggested that you let me know about the fellows you have
run into or met, by accident, or on purpose, and I have news of comrades
we have thought were "lost'",

First of all, let me "tin-hat" for a minute.

I had nowhere to go on landing leave when the Regiment arrived in
England ... remember Haig Lines at Crookham Crossroads? ... I was
with '"B'" Sqn HQ at that time. Jackie Sabin had one of his fantastic deals
going. Ralph Meek was planning on visiting an uncle who was a pork butcher
somewhere in Worcestershire ... everyone was fixed up. All but Joe Berry,
Leo Cyr and I. Another one of the lads, a true Scot, then suggested that
we accompany him to Glasgow (we had just come from there, remember!),
We did ... and we had a ball! I have a picture of the four of us in our blue-
and-white hats, taken in the Dalmuir Road. And now I hear that the fourth
member of that foray, late quarter-master and old friend, Davie Lyons, is
living in Vancouver.

Davie was "found" by Wilf Jones, who gives his address as Secure
Distributors Ltd, 993 West 8th Avenue, Vancouver 9. His letter is most
welcome ... lots of news and reminiscences of Inkerman Barracks. Do you
remember the so-called short-cut along the canal into Woking? 1 fell in one
night on the way home.

Wilf remembers Cy Young from his days in "C" Sqn, and his corporal

. the great Faulkner., He also reminds us of his bunk mate at Preston
Park ... "Rumour'" Joe Poirier. Wilf reports that Joe is living in Calgary
and hasn't been in the best of health: he promises to send us Joe's address.
Wilf tells us news that "Slug" Newberry did not give me, even though I
pumped him dry about Brighton last Reunion: it seems that they have com-
pletely re-done Sherry's ... spent about a half-million pounds in making it
into a really gilded sink of iniquity ... except they left the balcony there.
Wilf asks Sid Fairhurst if he remembers the time the Sergeant's Mess
Christmas Booze was stolen from Inkerman Barracks. I don't know whether
he means to imply that Sid knew anything about it ... but Sid has been in
the odd scrape over the years. Jonesy closes by promising to look up Al
Davidson, at Kaleden, BC, the next time he is through that country. I must
say that Wilf makes an editor's job easy ... he does the writing and I do
the editing! This makes for longer and better news letters.

MWO Carroll of the Royal Canadian Hussars reports, and proudly,
that the Regiment had a mounted troop in the Grey Cup Parade 1969 I
would not be surprised if the last mounted show of that type was in 1939 ...
thirty years beforel The Troop Leader for this parade was Lit. Dumeret,




and the NCO's on parade were MWO's Anley and Carroll, WO's Pollitt and
Deziel, and Sgts Burton and Castonguay. The Sergeant-Major also reports
that October 1st, 1970, will be a big day on the tan-bark ... the Regiment
will receive the GUIDON, emblazoned with the battle honours of the parent
regiments. I hope that we are all invited and, if not, I think we should all
go anyway!

Very sadly, we received a gracious letter from Mrs Marg Fournier,
who tells us that her husband, Emile, late of "B" Sqn Assault Troop, died
in October, 1968. We will regret removing his name from the mailing list,
but it will not be removed from memory.

I received a very informative letter from my old boss, Jim Tedlie,
who is now Deputy Chief of Force Development at Canadian Forces Head-
quarters, Ottawa, and is a Major General. He was a Lt.Col.when I served
with him, and some of you will remember him in other appointments and
capacities. He reminds us all that the following ex-17th are still serving:
Lt.Gen.Mike Pollard (Comptroller General of the Forces), Alex Fordyce,
whose name appears on many of the trophies treasured in the Officers' Mess,
and who is Comptroller of the Defence Research Board; Col.Danny Gagnon
(Commander Base Bagotville) and Col.""Pat" Ryan, who is boss man at Base
Clinton. It would appear that the Regiment is well and truly represented,
and seems to have the Armed Forces under control!

Bruce McKibbin, now at 140 Sylvan Road, Walnut Creek, California
94596, sent in a Christmas card, as did Len and Maxine Newton, of 4345
202nd Avenue, Aloha, Oregon 97005. And Benny Benitez has "found" some
old friends for us. Benny usually comes up with at least one "find" every
six months or so. Benny reports that John McGowan, '"'nd Troop "C" Sqn,
has made contact with Aaron Craig, at 67 Holly Street NW, Calgary. Ernie
White, who goads me into writing all these words, tells me that he has’
"found" Gerry Hiller, "B" Sqn, of 498 Marechal, Longueuil. Now, how about
letting me hear this kind of news from "A" Sqn? ?

I received a long, chatty letter from an old chum from recruit days:
Al "Baldy" Christie. I hope to see Alan if he visits Ottawa for the Legion
Convention. I know that Al Levy will be a delegate from Florida, because
he and I have planned to go on to the Reunion after the convention. "Baldy"
is now the co-ordinating wheel at Legion Branch No 14, Saint John, New
Brunswick, and he invites us all to drop in for a wet ... he reports that the
lounge is open six nights a week, with a first class party on Saturdays! Make
a date by writing to Alan at 33 Cedar Street in Saint John.

In the course of things, Al "found" Ralph Nairn, ex-contact det ... and
that is all the recce work for this patrol.

However, I can't just stop! I must remind you that the executive of
our association has been hard at work since the last Reunion getting ready for
the next one ... the least we can do is show up., You get to meet the darn dest
people! Will I see you there?

1970 Annual General Meeting

This years General meeting was very well attended, it also provided
an excellent forum for the matters brought before it and provided both lively
and constructive results.

During the course of the evening it was decided that the following actions
would be taken by the executive.

At all future General meetings the treasurer will provide a copy of
the treasurers report for all members in attendance, also that necessary
copies be forwarded to the N.Y, Branch and the overseas Branch.

A



So that our overseas Branch can reply to the questions that we place
in the Trumpeter on occasion and also to eliminate a long delay in their
receipt of the Trumpeter, Future copies will be mailed Air mail,

Approval was also given for the Executive to proceed with the plans
for the 25 Anniversary Dinner Dance that is to be held during our Reunion
weekend the dates this year being.

FRIDAY NIGHT STAG JUNE 5
DANCE SATURDAY JUNE 6

So we will see you at the Stag or the Dance the first weekend in June

This years General meeting was made all the more pleasing by having
our overseas Chairman Peter Whiteside in attendance who was able to tell
us how the boys in England are doing, and to offer us some suggestions to
improve our association, Thanks Pete.

SICK PARADE.

To the Following members we extend best wished for a speedy recovery
Ralph Ryan Former President of the Assn now convalescing at home
Bill Mackay H.Q. and B. SQN. also convalescing at home

Lolly Albert B. Sqn at Queen Mary Vets Hospital

Doug Sparks At Queen Mary Vets Hospital

One of the most pleasing sites at the General meeting was to see Owen
McKenna who was on a 48 hour pass from the Royal Edward and is progressing
very well, keep it up Owen.

Dinner Dance

As we advised in the last two Trumpeters our space in the Armory in
which to hold the dance is limited and that therefore we must operate on a
first come first serve basis. We have been advised by the Dance Committee
that at the present time there are no more tickets available so that those of
you that had not applied for tickets but would like to go we can only suggest
that you forward your names and addresses to Mr. E. White or Mr. D, Munro.
c/o the Armory, Cote des Neiges telling them how many tickets you require,
They can then advise you of any cancellations that would be available.

So remember the Reunion Weekend this year,
Friday June 5 STAG starts at 7 P.M. until you are finished.

Saturday June 6 Cocktail hour from 1830 to 1930 Hrs.,
Dinner from 1945 to 2100 Hrs.
Dancing from 2100 to 0100 Hrs.

We are also advised that a limited number of Regimental Historys
are available and will be sold for $5.00 per copy.
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17th Hussars Association

It is with all due apologies to your Editor Randy Phillips who
is the man that provides you with the excellent Trumpeters that you have
been receiving, and only because of the time factor involved that we are
writing this Trumpeter in our rather bumbling style.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual General meeting of the Association will be held
at the Royal Canadian Hussars Armory, 4185 Cote des Neiges Road
Friday March 6, 1970 at 8 P.M.

The problems that face your association this year are

1. Operation of the R.A.P. fund.

2. 25th anniversary Reunion.
your interests and money are involved in these matters so keep Friday
March 6 open and come up and have your say.

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

A nominating committee under the chairmanship of Past
president Dennis Bardell was set up to prepare a slate of officers for
the year 1970.

Said nominating committee do herewith submit for your
approval the following slate.

Honorary President Lt. Col. H.W. Locke
President George (Dody) Dunlop
lst. Vice President Frank Brown
2nd. Vice President L. Christie
Secretary A. McPherson
Treasurer Jack Williams
Past President E. White
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
W. Pollitt
D. Munro
A. Webb
D. Bardell
K. Chapman
H. Borshy
Peter Whiteside Overseas Chairman England
Ernie Moore Chairman New York Chapter

The above persons have been duly contacted and have agreed
to act if so elected.

The following act from the by-laws of the association is brought
to your attention.

Article IX Section 3.



Any six members in good standing may nominate any member
who signifies his agreement for any office, by filing said nomination with
the secretary at least two weeks before the declared date of the annual
meeting.

NEWS ITEMS.

Good NEWS. It was decided at a recent executive meeting that
we proceed with our proposed dinner dance for the 1970 reunion.

NOW WE KNOW THAT YOU ALWAYS GO TO THE DANCE?
UNFORTUNATELY THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE DON'T KNOW
WHO YOU ARE. So again we repeat THAT OUR SEATING CAPACITY

IS LIMITED and we must operate on a FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS.

Therefore if you have not sent in the form attached to the last
trumpeter do it now, or advise us by letter.

REMEMBER THAT THERE WILL BE NO TICKETS SOLD AT
THE DOOR.

We have received two returns from two-members that do not
have their names on them, one of them show that six people wish to
attend the other that two people will be in attendance. If the members who
sent the above slips in, can remember not having signed them would they
please get in touch with us so that your reservation can be confirmed.

To those of you that have been asking us where you are to
forward your cheques we would advise that you will be receiving a letter
in the near future that will have all of this information in it also.the times
regarding the supper and dance. etc.



