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1974 REUNION

Ernie White
Ralph Ryan
Bert Scott
Duncan Munro
Jack Hunting
Duke Wellington
Walter Pallett
Ross Canavan
Al Canavan
Dennis Bardell

Our reunion this year was again a great success.

The members whose names appear above are the men who made it so. These are the
men whose efforts and plans all year make it that way. And they only know at 1 AM Sunday as
the band plays O’Canada if all their work was a success or a flop.

We thought you should know who these men are for without them there is no
reunion and we feel merit your thanks.

The Stag Night this year was different in that refreshments (other than liquid) where
provided and our indications are those in attendance appreciated and liked the idea.

Unfortunately our other planned extravaganza a Wide Screen - Technicolor - stereo -
phonic picture of the Guidon parade fell somewhat short of expectations this primarily due to the
over exuberance of a film cutter. But then the effort in getting it is appreciated.

The Dinner Dance this year was a Sell out and very successful as we have already
stated. It seems the combination of the Happy Hour - Good Food, Fine Wine and excellent company
continue to make it so.

We must digress for a moment to explain how the highlight of the evening took place,

As most of you are now aware the Government of Canada provided a contingent of
Men for the 30th Anniversary Memorial service in Normandy.

Our regiment was asked to provide 4 men who had landed on D'Day.

The men who represented you at these ceremonies were
Ralph Ryan
Jack Raich
Guy Newsam
Mike Faille




It was these men and their wives who made the evening a tremendously emotional
event.

Although they had left England in the morning they were determined to be at the
dance that night and their adventures in achieving this could fill a trumpeter.

Their main thought that day was to be able to share their feelings that the trip had
had on them with as many of their comrades as possible whom they had represented.

Their thoughtfulness at bringing with them bottles of Calvados so that all in the
hall could enjoy it with them was greatly appreciated and roused the memories of many as they

drank.
Thank you Gentlemen.

GUIDON AFTERMATH

They say nothing succeeds like Success and the successful performance of the asso-
ciation at the Guidon Presentation seems to bear this out when one considers the accolades that the
executive has been receiving from far & near on your behalf since the event took place.

As you may or may not know it is tradition that Guidon’s Battle Honors etc. are
mounted in the officers mess of a regiment and their safe keeping becomes their responsibility
and that is where our Guidon was to be mounted.

However the impressive and enthusiastic response and display that the association
made at the Guidon Parade has left a very deep and appreciative impression on the present regiment.

So much so that permission has been granted to have the Guidon Mounted in the glass
case at the entrance to the armoury.

It is the Colonel’s feeling that since men such as these feel so deeply about the regi-
ment both in war and peace it is only fitting that the Guidon be displayed so that all can see it
and be proud of it.

We thank Lt. Col. Cote for this honor.

If further proof of our opening statement is needed it would be that the regiment
has approached your executive to see if we could provide an Honor Guard for the Guidon which
will be paraded at a change of command ceremony on Dec. 14th.

The executive advised the colonel that the association was honored by the request
and every effort would be made to turn out members for the parade. However the ultimate
answer rested with the membership. And so Gentlemen we await your answer.

We are fully aware that Dec. 14 is a bit awkward but you should know by now thats
the army.

Present orders are for a rehearsal at the armoury at 0930 hrs Saturday Dec. 14 and
the parade at 14.30 hrs.

Dress: Blazers & Grey trousers or Business Suits, Berets and medals.
There will be an open house and friends and relatives are most welcome.

Those of you who plan to attend please contact the following immediately.
D.C. Munro  932-8276 D.L. Bardell 259-2710 R. Canavan 486-8529

ANNUAL MEETING 1975.
The Annual Meeting will be held in the armoury on March 7, 1975.

The proposed format for this meeting is to have the wives of members accompany
them to the meeting. When all have assembled the men will attend to the business of the asso-
ciation in another room for an hour and then rejoin the ladies for the balance of the evenings
social activities. We are also advised that Lt. Col. Graham Bell will be in attendance and will up-
date us re Regimental Matters.

Executive for 1975 as proposed by the Nominating Committee are as follows.

President R. Canavan
1st Vice Pres. A. Canavan
2nd Vice Pres. D.C. Munro
Treasurer J. Hunting

Secretary R. Ryan



Executive Committee

W. Pallett
Wellington

B. Scott

E. White

H. Amsden

D.L. Bardell

Honorary President .t. Col. G. Bell
O’Seas Chairman P. Whiteside
New York Chairman E. Moore

The persons above listed have been duly contacted and have agreed to serve if so
elected. The following act from the By Laws is brought to your attention.

Article T x Sec. 3. Any six members in good standing may nominate any member who
signifies his agreement for any office by filing said nomination with the Secretary at least two
weeks before the declared date of the Annual Meeting.

LEGION NOTICE

Your Legion branch has asked us to request all past and present members to contact
them.

They also wish to remind all members of the association who are not Legion members
that they are anxious to have them as members. Since the legion exists solely for the benefit of
all who served and it deserves our support.

SGTS. MESS.

Sgts. Mess president has asked that we advise our membership that they are now
taking applications for Associate members in the mess. And also request that ex members and
Sgts. renew their membership or become members.

Please contact W/O C. Lane or members of the Mess Committee for details.

MEMBERSHIP DUES
You will note that this trumpeter comes with a bill for your annual dues in the
association.

Our reasons for this are many, however we feel that if we are all billed for our dues
that we know it has to be paid and will take action on it.

Needless to say that this billing does not apply to Life Members and they should
ignore it.

No Harry we don‘t accept chargex.

REUNION 1975.
This may appear a bit premature but for those of you planning for next years reunion
it will be held on June 6th and 7th, 1975.

It is with regret that we must report the passing of the following members and to
their families we express our deepest sympathy.

Col. Johnson
John Roy

This last item is a bit embarrassing but since it was a motion passed by the executive
committee we have no choice as they have decreed that the author of the trumpeter be identified.
This we will do but not before we name the men who carried this paper for so long and rightfully
also deserve recognition.

They are:

George Routlege

Derwydd Jones

Randy Phillips

Your Correspondent,
D.L. Bardell
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THE GUIDON PARADE May 1974
(An Association Members View)

There are times in the lives of men that make them realize how inadequate their
abilities are and such a time has arrived for the writer of this trumpeter, For to describe the events
of the Guidon Parade would take the skill and art of a Shakespeare or Hemmingway.

So to those who witnessed this moving event we ask forbearance if we fail to convey
the spirit that only you can know.

To those of you who unfortunately missed it we would ask that you add to our
words all the feeling of pride that you can muster.

The day began with members of the 17th Hussars and the 6th Hussars Veterans
mustered in the drill hall. One hundred and twenty men in black berets with medals of previous
deeds pinned to their chests, they fussed and fumed as to whether their berets were on straight, or
the medals were pinned on properly. Others taking advantage of an opportunity long denied them
gave Mr. Scott and Mr. Pollitt a rather hard time and expressed their feelings as only civilians can
in a good natured way as to what was wrong with the army.

Then suddenly from the RSM of the Regiment the command ““Parade’’ and instantly
those 120 men were no longer civilians but Hussars again erect, alert and ready to obey instantly
the orders they were to be given, not a sound could be heard.

Then the order ““Right turn’’ and as one they turned.

Meanwhile through a canopied entrance into the armory past two lance bearing Hussars
in dress uniforms, came the wives, sons, daughters, mothers fathers and friends of the regiment into a
glistening riding ring decorated in regimental colors of blue, white and green, emblazoned with
crests and maple leafs, flanked by flags of the United Nations and a flag bedecked dias for the
Queens representative who was to present them with their Guidon.

As the hall slowly filled with members of the military resplendent in uniforms of
various regiments and their ladies elegantly attired to match the multi-colored elegance of the
assembled crowd. A sense of tension prevailed as men responsible for the event nervously paced
back and forth and worried of things left undone. While wives and relatives wondered if Fred or
Joe or Harry would be up to the task facing them since his leg and or back had been bothering him
lately because after all he is no chicken and he hasn’t done this sort of thing for thirty years.

The crisp clear voice of the Regimental Sergeant Major ordering “‘Parade will move
off in Column of route. Quick march”” and the burst of sound as the band started to play ended
any further speculation.

With the members of the present Hussars at their head and under the command of the
RSM the parade moved out of the drill hall into the riding ring where as soon as the first rank
of Black Beret men appeared, a rolling, growing, wave of applause greeted them and as it grew in
volume, the stomachs long used to sagging were pulled in, shoulders that normally slouched
straightened and heads snapped erect and arms swung straight and true. Now they were truly
Hussars again and not men who had turned in their uniforms 30 years before.

This was their day and although no one had asked for it, each man in his own way,
resolved to give all he had both for themselves and for their comrades, who through duty or
sickness could not parade and many (it was found later) proudly wore medals of fallen comrades
to symbolize that they too were on parade to receive the Battle Honors they had helped to win.

Proudly they stood behind the present members of the Royal Canadian Hussars in
their green dress uniforms in that gaily decorated and flag draped riding ring, resplendent with
lance bearers dressed in Hussars uniforms of the past and watched as the regimental officers took
over the parade with glistening sabers in their hands.

Their own leaders Mr. Christie and Mr. MacGillivray infected with the same spirit
and electricity of the occasion marched along the ranks with heads held high to their allotted
positions chests swelling with pride at having been chosen to lead these men.




For an hour they were on parade - performing a skill long thought lost, they did
it flawlessly.

They open order marched to perfection and stood ram rod still as the Lt. Governor
Hugh Lapointe inspected them.

They stood bare headed as the padres blessed the Guidon and they prayed from their
hearts.

They marched past his Excellency with a precision and skill that belied their years
and seemed to say "'Sir you are looking at Hussars''.

They stood in silent admiration as a squad of the cadet corps matched their own
skill when they assembled and later disassembled an altar of regimental drums.

When the Guidon was presented to the regiment and it rose above their heads for
the first time many an unashamed tear was shed throughout the ranks and among the assembled
crowd.

They performed a drill unknown to any of them a few hours before with surprising
ease and ability ail of this amid thunderous applause,

Then when the ceremonies were completed and the officers had left their stations and
they were once again under the command of the RSM. As they prepared to leave the field they
knew in their hearts that they had done it.

As the band struck up the strains of “Canada’ they marched off, their step and faces
showing to the assemblage that they were very proud of what they had done and the cheers,
applause and tears that infected the crowd showed them that they too understood what it had
all meant to them today and that time thirty years ago.

When they were dismissed for the last time emotions broke, they laughed, they cheered,
ex officers, NCO’s and troopers mingled exhuberantly slapping one another on the back shaking
hands, some in the glory of the moment hugged one another.

Then as quietly as they had assembled they dispersed to greet relations and friends,
each knowing in his heart that this had been their finest hour.

GUIDON HIGHLIGHTS

The commanding officer, Lt. Col. J.J. Cote, C.D. asked that the association be made
aware of his appreciation for their general overall support during the planning of the Guidon ceremony.

He is cognizant of the fact that many people are involved in making a ceremony such
as this a success. He feels, however, that the association as a group, made two very important
contributions to the success of the ceremony itself.

He was impressed by the number of men who paraded and very pleased with their
performance on parade. He believes their presence made the parade more meaningful.

He felt that the number of association members, relatives and friends who attended
as spectators did in fact enhance the whole ceremony.

The C.0. was delighted and wishes to thank everyone concerned.

Bill Bowen and Jim Domville, co-chairmen of the Guidon finance committee want
to thank the association for the very generous response to the request that was made for funds
and for their overall co-operation, The association as a group contributed just over $2,500.00.

It now appears certain that the overail budget requirements will have been met.

From the members of the Guidon Committee who wish to express the following
words of appreciation.

To those of you - who could not be at the armory for the Guidon presentation we can
say you would have been proud.

To those of you - who paraded with the Regiment, we say thank-you and well done.

To those of you - who contributed to the financial success of the Guidon Fund, your
efforts made it all possible.

To those of you - who attended but could not parade many thanks for your support.

To all of you -  Whatever your efforts have been we thank you for making Sunday
May 12th a memarable day in the history of the regiment.

It was to all of you that the favourable comments of the Lieutenant Governor were
directed, when he observed that although he attends many a military parade this one had been a
very good one, also that he was very impressed by the excellent bearing and appearance of the
Veterans. These sentiments he expressed to many as he mingled with the crowd after the ceremony.

Unfortunately to reply to all of the letters, phone calls and cablegrams that your
committee has received over the last two months would require a Trumpeter of monumental
proportions - sufficed to say that they were all deeply appreciated and only go to confirm the old
tradition that “THE HUSSARS COME THROUGH IN THE PINCHES".



REUNION STAG AND DINNER DANCE

As we have previously reported this years reunion is to be held on Friday June 7
for the stag and Saturday June 8 for the dinner dance.

Also we would again remind you that at this years stag we would be providing
sandwiches etc. for the members with the booze at its usual ridiculously low price. Your
executive committee has also been negotiating with the Guidon committee and have acquired a
film clip of the Guidon ceremony that they plan to show at the stag on Friday so to those of you
who missed that glorious Sunday can have a chance to see it and then you will know what the
boys are talking about. Those of you who were there can relive that day.

The dinner dance this year will again have the Happy Hour prior to the meal as well
as an excellent meal. However, as ticket sales are brisk if you plan to attend your application for
seats must be forwarded promptly, so we advise that you contact Mr. E. White at 331-3427.

Regretfully we must report the passing of the following members and to their families
our deepest sympathy at their loss:

D. Granda
B. Mack

We are sending to you who contributed to the Guidon fund this issue only of our
Trumpeter. Future issues, if you so desire can be sent to you with the payment of an annual
membership fee of $2.00.
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Don’t ever let anyone tell you that the old Hussars spirit is dead. No Sir! No Way.
The response to our last Trumpeter is proof positive. The turnout at the Annual Meeting would
‘you believe was 51 persons, including all ranks and was the best turnout we have had in a great
many years. Also, the mail (? ) and telephone response has been terrific.

After the normal business of the Association was concluded, Merv. Christie and
Lt. Col. Graham Mitchell of the Hussars outlined the tentative plans and hopes for the Guidon
(Battle Honours) presentation. These will take place on May 12, 1974, a Sunday and the necessary
details will be made known to you as soon as they have been formulated and approved. The im-
portant thing to remember is that our Association will be taking a definite part in this programme.
After all, you know who was responsible for these honours.

The main point to remember is that this is the first time that our Regiment has been
presented with Battle Honours and the men who contributed greatly to these Honours are you,
the members of our Association. This constitutes a recognition of your service to the Regiment
and so that both you who served and those of you who waited may enjoy this moment of recog-
nition, the entire service will be family affair. Therefore, you are all asked to bring all members of
their families and friends.

tn order that this will be an occasion long remembered and discussed at all the ensue-
ing reunions, over the odd ale or two, the Committee has planned everything along the lines of the
“True Hussars" tradition; strictly BASH-ON spirit; true to the old colours and all have endorsed
this approach.

As with most things in today’s world that are worth anything, these are inclined to
cost money. Many individuals outside our Association have been most generous. Your Association
has also strained our financial budget to the limit and in spite of these contributions we find that
we still require funds in order to cover the costs involved with this special presentation. This is
a ““Once Only” turnout which all of us, without exception, can be most proud. Never in the his-
tory of the Hussars has it been recorded that he turned his back when it came to a challenge. If
you can help at all, either large or small donations, please send them to:

GUIDON FUND
c/o D.L.. BARDELL
1621 LYALL STREET
MONTREAL, P.O.
H1N 3G2

GUIDON PARADE ORDERS

All members wishing to participate in the March-Past are asked to be at the Armoury
on Sunday, May 12, 1974, at 9:30 A.M. for a Rehearsal and to be on Parade for the grand Cere-
mony at 13:00 hours on the same day.

DRESS

All ranks will wear Black Berets with Hat Badges. (Berets will be available at the
morning rehearsal - bring your own badge - shined)

Blazers and grey trousers with Regimental Tie.
Business suits are optional.

DECORATIONS
Standard Military issue medals only may be worn.
Black shoes will be worn,

PARADE

The parade will form up in the Riding Ring and march past under the leadership of

Merv. Christie, the man who conceived and founded our Association, with Bert Scott as acting
R.S.M.

The parade will then be dismissed and members and-their families and friends will all
be free to enjoy the fellowship and refreshments which will be set-up in the Drill Hall and the
Regimental Bars, which are located in all of the Messes.




Other news which came to light at our Annual Meeting was the Father “Mike"’
McLaughlin will attend this parade and is to be the “House-Guest” of Jock McArthur from Thurs-
day, May 9, until the 13th Anyone wishing to contact him during his stay may do so by calling
843-4453,

You realize, of course, that we mean that you may call and say hello, etc. but there
will be no telephone confessions accepted on this trip! Won't it be grand to see him again? | seem
to recall that he made a fine Reconnaissance Officer as he seemed to be always on the lookout for
new faces. Didn't miss many tricks either.

The Guidon Committee has made arrangements for the sale of glossy 8 x 10" prints
‘of his Guidon in living colour and these will be on sale at the Armoury on May 12th. Also, for
those of you who will not be able to attend this function, these prints will be available by sendmg
$6.00 to the Guidon Committee, c¢/o D.L. Bardell.

To anyone who was ever a member of the Hussars, the words, Tradition, Protocol,
Habit (plus a few others) seem to have a special meaning which will remain with us always. For
example, one of our ex-officers, upon hearing of the Guidon Ceremony, automatically exclaimed
“#&*#%* Dammit, make sure all ranks have a haircut, their shoes shined, pants pressed and are
properly turned out. Also, have the R.S.M. make sure their underwear labels don’t show.”” Suppose
that’s the spirit that makes us what we are today - Hussars.

Peter Whiteside, our Overseas Chairman of the Association made another of his timely
visits to Montreal and was able to attend our Annual Meeting. It was at this meeting that he made
a financial donation, on behalf of the ""Overseas’ boys to the Guidon Committee. They were the
first in line when the call for funds was made. Well done, Gentlemen.

It was also a pleasure to see Ed Lewis again after so many years absence - whom we
hope we will see at the reunion this year so that he can continue with the Saga of J. Youngs Medals
and discover the final outcome.

As we said previously the mail response has been terrific and we appreciate it. We
heard from:

Cec Hamilton who has just returned from a snow shoveling vacation in Bermuda. Tough.
J.L. {Jack) Williams of Don Mills from A. Sgdn. who will attend on May 12.
Syd Fairhurst - of Hickville N.Y. - who forwarded a card concerning binders for
Animal Life, :
B. Rodgers of Cornwall who will also be here for May 12.
F. Lafort from Ponoka Alberta - you can hear those stories again. All you need is the
urge and the money. The stories are free.

Thanks also to G, Liot - C.M. Booth - K.A. Carroll, for their comments. Not to men-
tion the long distance phone call we had from Len Newton in Vancouver who advises he will
attend the Guidon and will stand straight and tall.

1974 REUNION

Now that you are in the picture as far as the Guidon Parade is concerned: we would
remind all of you that the main reason we have been able 1o support the Guidon operation is be-
cause of our ability to survive for so long as an association and the prime reason for that has been
our Annual Reunion, without which nothing could have been possible.

And so again this yeaf we are having another “Bash’* on June 7 and 8.

June the 7th will of course be the night of the Stag and the time for all of us to recall
and recount the deeds of ““daring do”” and some not so daring that we took part in. The joy of the
evening is that only over the occasional pint is the meeting of old and trusted friends fully appre-
ciated.

Where else can you point out to old what’s-his-face that he was as usual out of step
during the Guidon parade. So see you Friday June 7th. at the Armory and we are told that your
Committee has adopted the Motto - “The Booze you buy - the Food is Free' for this year so come
Eat-drink and be merry.

Of course June 8 will be a Dinner Dance this year and once again your chance.to be
the Gallant Hussar as you escort the love of your life into the Hall.

Unfortunately as at past Dinner Dances we must limit the number of people attending
due only to the size of the Hall and the fire regulations that are in force. Therefore we can only
accept requests for 200 people and of necessity they will be on a first-come, first-serve basis.

A further change for this year will be that tables will be assigned to you and we would
ask that you abide by this seating arrangement so we may eliminate the confusion that our pre-
vious pick your own table routine caused last time. If however you are able to make up a table of
8 then relay this information to E. White when you apply for tickets. We will do everything pos-
sible to accommodate you. Of course, the slight inconvenience that may keep you separated from
friends will only be during the meal.

Despite the best efforts of your Committee to keep the price down and including an
expected loss of from 3 to 400 dollars on the operation we must charge $20.00 per couple this
year. This price of course, includes the free Happy Hour plus the full course meal and the Dance,
not to mention the company of the nicest people in the world.

So right now sit down and send your cheque to Mr. E. White at:
2415 De Londre,
St. Laurent, Que. H4L 3A9. As a first
step and secondly make sure the wife has the pictures of the Kids and Grand children with her for
June the 8, somebody is bound to ask.



If the above isn’t enough to make you want to attend perhaps this memory jogger
will do the trick: on June 6, 1974, it will be 30 years since the first 17 Hussar set foot on the
beaches of Normandy, and that Gentlemen deserves a celebration.

Speaking of the Beaches of Normandy, this year we have been invited to send a small
delegation over there for these ceremonies and we will be represented by the following:

Ralph Ryan
Mike Faille
Jack Raich
Guy Newsome

Couldn’t think of sending a better representation unless of course they sent me - but
then | might not return!

As Nevil Shute mentioned in one of his books “The Breaking Wave’” ’[ find it in-
creasingly difficult to reminisce about the World War 11 without feeling that until we're dead, we
service people, the world will always be in danger of another world war. Most of us had too good
a time in the last one. We'll none of us come out into the open and admit it but it might be better
if we did.”

Come to think of it, that's pretty much the way it is today. When we think back to
our younger days, in the service, three meals a day, uniforms - courtesy of the Government, some-
one telling you what to do and where to go (usually too often) and to boot getting paid for it,
twice a month. What more could you ask for? Just reflect for a moment; remember whatshis-
name? Automatically you recall the good times only. Never the bad times or the tough times or
the rotten times. Always there was something to laugh at or someone recalling a humorous incident
wasn’t there? How fortunate we are, able to remember those good times. Come to think of it, |
can't even recall what the weather was yesterday or what it was my dear wife wanted me to do
around the house.

’

How many of you good people receiving this outstanding publication would believe
itif | told you that | was speaking to the old R.S.M. the other day? Chances, are none. So | better
start over again. The other day | was listening to the old R.S.M. and he said something to the
effect that we should be inserting some drawings or cartoons in this edition, just to make sure
that those of you who can’t read will understand what we are trying to say to you. | didn’t think
that was called for as | wasn’t even a Sargeant. But then again maybe he read that last issue. | have
never seen so many “‘mistakes’ as in that edition. | can only assume that it was written by an
Officer who came up from the ranks of sargeant.

Whatever the answer, we did hear from several of our members, some of them were
almost favorable and others were a little deeper. You know, like Gavin Anderson wrote to us and
told us he was moving. Also heard from Bob Scheinman in New York and he was somewhat dis-
illusioned from our last edition as he thought he had a monopoly on ““Rocky’” Ryans “‘rock pile”’.
We also heard from G.J. Smith (D-3004) how’s that for a low number lads - he didn’t know we
were having such a good time until he read about it. That only proves what time does to my mem-
ory - keeps playing tricks. Of course, you have to realize that our G.J. Smith was with *’B” Squa-
dron and was stationed on the Island with then Major Hugman, Capt. Vickers and Lieut. Hugman
plus a few others.

By this time you will have received two mailings from the Guidon Committee giving
some information as to what this is all about. Merv. Christie was talking to us the other day and
said that about the end of April there will be a further mailing giving the general information
which you will want to keep as this will be history (and we were all involved in this part of it). Ten
of the twenty-one battle honours awarded the Regiment were won by those of us who served with the
Hussars in World War 1. The Guidon is something in which each of us can take personal pride.

Every effort is being made to cross check lists of names and mailing addresses of for-
mer members of the unit. You personally, can help by talking to former members about the pre-
sentation. You may know widows or family of former members who might not be advised about
the ceremony. The old Riding Ring is getting its face washed and will be decorated. The Armoury
including all messes will be ““open house’ for the reception after the parade. There is plenty of
convenient parking for the 1,000 cars we expect ... It will be quite a day. A family day.

This event will take place in the Riding Ring. You remember that place. That’s where we had
that famous parade in the evening, before we left Montreal, when the 2nd Regiment was on par-
ade and with all of us sitting around the seats (which were well dusted) the then C.O. asked for
volunteers for the active unit. Have any of you thought back to that night. Boy! Sure glad |
wasn’t on their parade. | wouldn’t have been accepted as | was under weight and had to cheat

by holding a couple of weights from the scale in my hands and that was to reach 120 Ibs. It would
have looked much more impressive if the weights and measures had been on the Metric system.
At least | passed the eye examination which is more that | can say (but won’t) about some of the
boys. How about that Signal Troop - the cheats. Just because we didn’t know morse code. Natur-
ally it wouldn’t be fair to mention the comments which took place in the Riding Ring if you
happened to be standing too close to Joey Giles as the R.S.M. would tell you to straighten those
ranks, etc.

| remember the last family party we had in the Armoury. It wasn't really a “family
day” but more a Family Night. The Farewell Party we had before leaving Montreal for Debert, N.S.
What a party that was. | thought it was the party to end all parties. That was a “‘zinger”’. And the
parade to Bonaventure Station in the morning. What a day! Marching to old ““Charlies’” Band
complete with hangovers - us that is, not the band. And how about those “Show-offs”’, the M.D.
4 Brass Band which was located to our rear. Just because they had a different beat, you know,




1,2,3, & 4 and our band sounded like 1,22,23 & 34. | just assumed that the music was new to them.
Anyway, all went pretty well until the two bands got close to each other and then, it seemed, every-
one had a problem with the beat (s). At one point there appeared an unidentified officers’ wife
with a movie camera and suddenly we were marching at attention as though our pals from the No. 1
Wireless Schoo! were about to appear. You will recall the rivalry which prevailed between the two
services. (I got so that | dreaded marching up and down Queen Mary Road, even though it was on
my way home).

Eventually we arrived at that grand old former structure known as Bonaventure Sta-
tion (Windsor and St. James Streets) where they herded us onto or into those old Colonial Cars
and we departed for Debert, N.S. What a ride, It took us almost a day and a half to get there and
that wasn’t too bad when you consider that it took 7 months to get out of the place. Of course, |
heard about a girl who got into trouble in just a few minutes and it took her 9 months to get out
of itl I Sometimes you don’t have to look very far to find someone who has worse troubles than
we.

You ail heard about that guy from ““A’’ Squadron who was speaking to his counter-
part in B’ Squadron and said “LET'S KEEP THIS CONVERSATION ON AN INTELLECTUAL
LEVEL - you just listen”.

After all, if you give time to one Squadron, its only fair to allow equal time for the
other. Lets hear from some of you.



THE TRUMPETER
-

—

This copy of our trumpeter is possibly one of the most important one that we have
issued in our entire history for it contains items that concern the personal feelings of every trooper
N.C.O. and officer in the 17 D.Y.R.C.H. as it calls upon each of us to ask ourselves if what we,
and those no longer with us, did 30 years ago is worth a few hours of our time or have we grown
to old and callous to accept honors we have won.

To explain more fully the above paragraph your executive has recently been advised
that the continuing efforts over many vears of a dedicated group of men has finally borne fruit
and the 17th Hussars Battle Honor’s Guidon has been confirmed and arrangements are presently
under way for them to be properly presented to the Regiment.

Present plans call for this presentation to take place in the Armory on Sunday
May 12/74 with the participation of all ex 17 D.Y.R.C.H. members, their friends and families
in attendance. A more detailed account of the ceremonies will be forthcoming at a later date.

Your executive has been approached by the present colonel of the regiment Lt. Col.
Graham Mitchell with a request for the association members or ex members of the 17 D.Y.R.C.H.
to turn out a troop of men from each squadron for the presentation. As we said at the beginning
you are now faced with a personal decision and commitment that only you can make,

This is one time that you are unable to have it up to the committee to handle for
only you individually can make this decision and at last display some of the pride in achievements
made long ago.

Tentative plans call for each member to wear if possible a Beret and Medals. A brief
review on Saturday afternoon May 11/74 of what will take place on the Sunday afternoon at
14:00 hrs, 12 May 1974,

Your executive obviously must advise the Colonel if we have been successful in our
efforts so please, write, phone, or personally advise D. Munro, 2155 St. Mark St., Apt. 15,
Montreal H3H 2G8. Tel. 932-8276 as soon as possible.

If the above is not satisfactory we would suggest that you attend the Annual
Meeting to be held in the Armory 4185 Cote des Neiges on March 1st at 8:00 P.M.

There you can get all of the up to date information you need and enjoy the free
sandwiches that your cormittee is providing, of course, the usual suds will be available at a
reasonable fee.

1974 REUNION

We have been asked to advise the membership that this year’s reunion will be held
on: Stag June 7, Dinner Dance June 8, Happy hour from 6-7 P.M., Dinner from 7:30-8:30 P.M.,
Dancing from 9:00 P.M.-1:00 A.M.

We must also point out that the limitation of the drill hall permits only 200 people
to be accommodated at our Dinner Dance. And therefore tickets will be sold on a first come first

serve basis as in the past.

So those of you requiring tickets should forward your application along with this
year’s cost of $20.00 per couple to Mr. E. White, 2415 Delondres, Ville St. Laurent, H4G 3A9,

SICK PARADE 4
We must regretfully report the loss of the following members:
A. Levy, Past President, New York Chapter; M. Kaylor, J. Beaune, B. Lawne, A.
Arcand.
To the members of these men’s families our condolences.
HOSPITALIZED: J. Mackenie, N. Portrias, D. Grandee

BITS & PIECES

Thanks to George & Thilda Murray for their card. Good to hear your back in Beats
of three George after your stint in hospital. The way it sounds, when the old M.0.’s get through




with you, you'll be runi. |, up and down a rocky mountain. Overh - | in the Sgts Mess. “I'll
bet you a bottle of scotch even at today’s prices that at the Battle Honors presentation there will
be more “B’' squadron guys turn out than any other squadron.

You know, 2 guys from “A’’ squadron and one guy from "’C” took him up on it —
should be interesting on May 12th.

HOW GOOD IS YOUR MEMORY?

Can you remember back a few years to those good old days in 1940, about 34 vyears
ago, to those memorable days on Cote des Neiges? I'm sure you remember them; particularly
when there were tents on the present parking lot — towards what used to be called Shakespeare
Road (now Camilien Houde Blvd.); where that Toonerville Trolley used to run up and down the
hill; where the orders of dress were changes more times than you know what; when we felt we
¥vere competing with Gypsie Rose Lee or Peaches to see who could take it off and put it on

aster.

Those were the days of the “’Spit and Polish” guard duties which fell (sometimes too
often) to those “‘chosen few’’ who were able to pass those fantastic inspections with fewer de-
merits than some of the others. (I wonder if it was planned that way or if it just happened) And
how about that Guard. Wasn't that something? The Regimentation and the protocol. Remember
those Guard Commanders, boy! they could scare you to death.lt was admirable how they could
look you straight in the eye and tell you to get cleaned-up just after you had finished cleaning-up.
They wouldn’t even crack a smile either. And the manipulation that would take place, particularly
if the guard duty fell on a Saturday morning. How the more experienced ones would work out
the hours so that they would pull guard duty between 10:00 A.M. and 12:00 Noon when, it
seemed, all the funerals took place and the guard on the Front Door would have to Present Arms
to each Hearse as it passed. | recall the only Saturday that | pulled this popular stretch and was
very busy doing all those Present-Arms at the Hearses when our ““friendly’”’ R.S.M. let out a real
Bellow from his favorite window up in the Turret to the effect that | was only to Present Arms
to the “Full Hearses”” and not to the empty ones as well on their return. | presented-arms to them
so often that | almost had a friendship going with the drivers. The same ones kept passing.

Speaking of the R.S.M. {in hushed tones of course} do you remember him and how
he could open that window in the Sergeant’s Mess and with those dulcet tones scmehow let you
know he was watching — you remember those 7%?%?%?%7?%?%?%?%?%7%?%?% 2% ?%?%?%?%?!!
Well, Don’t You? Wasn't he something? And yet we wouldn't have had it any other way would
we. | never knew how he could tell if you needed a haircut but he always told you to get one —
or else.

Any how about those inspections before we could get our passes for the evening or
night. Weren’t they stiff? And the Blue and White Caps, I'll never forget them.

And how about the Fire Picket which would *‘Turn-out” behind the Guard between
the ““Stables”” and A’ Squadron Wooden Hut. Didn’t that collect some “Winners''. Seems they
used to find them from the ranks of the "“Defaulters’” or something akin to them. The main
difference is that the “Defaulters’” used to whitewash "Rocky’ Ryan's "‘rockpile” that delightful
collection of rocks which depicted the crest of the 17th. D.Y.R.C. Hussars on the front lawn of
the Armory. And | mean lawn, those blades of grass wouldn’t have dared to grow out of place.

How about the rest of our “training’’. Remember those famous “’Indian 74’s”".
Weren't they something else? And how about that old Vickers Machine Gun we had. I'm sure we
were all thankful that it was for “training’”’ purposes only. We would have been in trouble if we
had to use it without water for cooling purposes. And how about all those things called the
““Ross Rifle””. For a long time | thought they had filled the Butt with lead. Man! were they heavy
for us young lads. And how about the Bayonets which went with the rifles. They were guaranteed
to either give you “‘water on the knee” if you slipped or give you permanent trouble with your
whatsisname.

We can't forget Herb McRae and the map reading courses can we. First trouble we
encountered was in trying to see the map through the smoke haze which was emitted from his
trusty pipe. It was only many months later that we found ourselves hastily reading those maps
and secretly thanking him for being so patient and at that point we didn’t care if he was smoking
OLD CHUM or the remains of the horses’ mane or was it the tail. | do believe we are getting a bit
closer to the truth.

| can’t recall who ran that special course on “‘Dusting the Riding Ring"’ Wasn’t that
something? Especially with the earth floor and the Indians and how we were all expected to push
the bikes into place and not drive them across the floor. Someone always forgot. Anyway, those
dusting periods left an indelible mark in my memory.

How about those meals we had: and the Duty Officer having to try our meals before
he beat a hasty retreat to the Officers’ Mess for more of the same.

Return to quarters to shine-up for the afternoonparade inthe Riding-Ring; the call
of “’Markers’’: Fall-in; right dress; numbering-off in sections. Of course, by that time everyone was
covered with a fine coating of dust from the floor and your dear Sergeant telling you to get
cleaned-up next time.

Will you ever forget the “Ladies Nights”” and the fun we had. None of these would
have been complete without an appearance from “SCOTTY"” ROWE and at least one of his
renditions of “The wind she blow and blow some more’’, etc., etc.

And the Canteen, complete with Jimmy Corker, of course, cigarettes at 25¢ a pack
and Molson’s for the same price for a quart and those ““T" shirts with the 3rd. C.M.C.R. printed
thereon. Wonder if we can still get them. Speak to Jimmy Corker at the Reunion. I'm sure he will
give you an answer.



How about Reveille with Joey Giles and Gordon Anderson running the gauntlet
each morning as they tried to get a rise out of us. That was amid the flying boots etc. It was a
tough way to start the day.

And then there was those memorable marches over and around the Mountain in the
mornings with a break at the old Chalet, the big one, not the new one at Beaver Lake. The place
where they served Hot Chocolate and biscuits. Weren't they great days?

How about the day when the photographers from the Standard Publishing Co. came
up to take pictures of the bikes in action and Wally Meldrum obliging by flying over the snow-
fences which were used as springboards. What do you remember?

This is the last call for any of you chaps for 17th Hussar cuff-links, tie bars, ties &

scarves. How about bringing your requests with you to the Annual Meeting, March 1st, 1974 at
8:00 P.M.

Its that time of year again and the treasurer has asked for his vearly stipend so to
assist you and him please fill out and mail to:

The Royal Hussars Association,
The Armory,

4185 Cote des Neiges Road,
Montreal, Quebec.

DUES FOR 1974 — $2.00







