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Summary of the Canadian Armed Forces’ involvement in Cyprus

The United Nations Peacekeeping operation in Cyprus, which was first established in 1964, was

one of the longest running and best known peacekeeping missions involving Canadian soldiers.

Cyprus, an island in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, became an independent country in 1960.

Much of the its population was Cypriot Greek, but the island had a large Turkish minority.

Before becoming independent, frictions between these ethnic communities grew, leading to

strife and violence. In 1963, the Cypriot government asked the Unites Nations (UN) to provide a

peacekeeping force to help establish a balance between the intermingled ethnic communities.

In 1974, this equilibrium was upset by a coup d’état initiated by some Greek Cypriots who want

to have the island become part of Greece. In turn, the Turkish army invaded the island and

established control over the northern half. After several weeks of combat, a cease-fire

agreement was negotiated. As set out in the agreement, the UN established a cease-fire line

(the Green Line) and a demilitarized zone between the two belligerents. The UN peacekeeping

force patrolled this zone, which in some places, was only several meters wide. When the line

was first established, the belligerents would often exchange gun fire at different spots along the

line, but as time progressed, they accepted the situation, and in 1990, relations were less

conflictual. Nevertheless, even small changes or minor incidents along the line provoked an

emotional reaction from one party or another.

Map showing the demilitarized zone controlled by the UN, and the zones controlled by the Cypriot Turks
in the north and the Cypriot Greeks in the south. Map copied from the RHLI web site.

Canada’s contribution to the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP), code

named OPERATION SNOWGOOSE, deployed battalion-sized contingents to the island in

rotations lasting approximately six months. Canada maintained this mission for 29 years, until
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1994, when the requests to support other missions became too demanding. Rotation number

54 from September 1990 to March 1991, was to be staffed by 12e Régiment Blindé du Canada

(12 RBC), the regular force armoured unit stationed at CFB Valcartier.

In the context of the Total Force (the use of Reservists in Regular Force Operations), it was

decided that one of the two squadrons provided by RBC 12 would be comprised primarily of

Reservists. These volunteers came mostly from the four Quebec-based armoured militia units -

the Sherbrooke Hussars, the 12e Régiment Blindé du Canada (M), the Royal Canadian Hussars

and the Régiment de Hull. A total of 125 reservists participated in the mission. After a six-week

period of intensive training in Valcartier, the squadron was assigned to maintaining the peace

over a zone extending 38 km between the cities of Nicosia and Akincilar.

Map provided by Google and used per the terms and conditions established by Google –Positions occupied by the
militia squadron indicated by Pierre Vadnais
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