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Roberto Sforza’s story

1990/91 – Militia Squadron with United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP)

View looking north from one of the Observation Points on the Green Line in Cyprus
Picture provided by Roberto Sforza

Authors’ note

The principal author of this text, aside from the individual recounting the story, was John Cochrane, a former
member of the unit.

This record of events was prepared in 2017, many years after they occurred. The author prepared this record
principally using information obtained during interviews with the individuals involved. Where possible, this
information was corroborated through interviews with others and a review of pictures and other available
information. The record presents the events as the individual involved remember them several years after they
occurred.
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Roberto Sforza’s story

From September 1990 to March 1991, Corporal Roberto Sforza was deployed with a militia armoured

squadron attached to the 12e Régiment Blindé du Canada (12 RBC) for peacekeeping duties along the

Green Line in Cyprus.

Background

Roberto had joined the Black Watch (RHC) in December of 1987. He had originally intended to serve in

the military for only one year, but one thing led to another, and in 1989, he transferred to the Royal

Canadian Hussars (RCH) along with a friend who, like him, had a great interest in armoured vehicles.

Roberto completed his TQ-1 crewman course and a Cougar Driver course that same summer.

In March 1990, he heard about an opportunity to serve on a United Nations (UN) Peacekeeping mission

in Cyprus, as a member of a militia squadron. He applied for the call-out, passed an interview at B

Squadron in St-Hubert, and was accepted for the position.

Preparation for Cyprus

In the summer of 1990, Roberto completed his Cougar gunner course in Valcartier and then joined the

Cyprus-bound militia squadron for six weeks of pre-deployment training. Within the squadron, the troop

leader of the RCH troop was Lieutenant Benoit Mainville (RCH) while his second-in-command was

Warrant Officer Raymond Fong (RCH). Roberto was assigned to a section led by a regular force Sergeant.

The section second-in-command was Master-Corporal Marc Gagnon, another Hussar.

Roberto remembers that the pre-deployment training was fairly basic. It included the Shoot-to-Live

weapons training, and a review and range practice of the weapons that were going to be used during the

mission, ranging from the 9mm pistol to the 50-calibre machine gun. There was a lot of physical fitness

training, a first aid refresher and several lectures outlining the histories of Cyprus, the conflict and the

United Nations (UN) mission. Since Roberto was designated as a driver for the Grizzly armoured troop

carriers that would be used when the troop was employed as the Quick Reaction Force in Cyprus, he

joined several other drivers who practiced their driving skills on and off the base.

Once all the required standards had been met, the soldiers were given a week of vacation before their

departure. Each of them was encouraged to invite their families to attend the official send-off parade

that was to be held the day of their deployment. Just before the parade, the soldiers had to receive their

last and most-potent vaccination. To do so, they entered one door of the men’s mess three at a time,

stood at the bar area, dropped their trousers and received their injection. Once their inoculation booklet

had been stamped, they exited through a door on the other side. Roberto’s parents, who were hovering

near the exit, began to worry when others exited but he failed to do so. They were reassured by a

Master-Corporal that their son was alright and that he would soon appear. Several minutes later a pale-

faced and embarrassed Roberto appeared and had to explain that he had fainted when he received his

vaccination, possibly due to the heat and the excitement. Shortly after the parade, the troops were

asked to separate their personal weapons into two parts and to stow each part in a separate bag. Seeing

that Roberto was having some difficulty getting the upper receiver (barrel) to fit into one of his



Royal Canadian Hussars History documentation project
Individual and group experiences of RCH members during various overseas missions
during the period from 1976 to 1996

C11E Roberta Sforza's Story 20171030p.docx Page 3 of 16

overstuffed kit bags, his typical Italian mother pushed forward and adjusted everything so that it fit

perfectly. Seeing these events, the section commander rolled his eyes and exclaimed ¨This is going to be

a long deployment.¨

Roberto poses with his family on his departure from
Canada
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Taking a break from training.
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Arrival in Cyprus

The troops flew on a military passenger plane from the Jean Lesage Airport in Quebec City to the airport

at Canadian Forces Base Lahr, West Germany, where they had a layover of about five hours before

continuing to the Larnaca Airport in Cyprus. During the layover, the troops were taken to the base

cafeteria, where Roberto remembers seeing the largest salad bar he had ever seen in his life.

Once the troop landed in Cyprus and completed its in-clearance, it moved directly to its area of

responsibility. Roberto remembers being transported into the back of a British Bedford Cargo truck

along with several other soldiers and their luggage. Each of them had two kit bags and a barracks box.

Roberto remembers noting that the terrain was rural, dry and desert-like. There was not much

vegetation nor much to look at. After travelling several kilometers and passing through several check-

points, they arrived at their new home, a troop house, across the road from an observation tower.

Observation along the Green Line

The troop arrived late in the evening, and to every one’s surprise, was expected to start work

immediately. Being keen, Roberto volunteered to take the first twelve-hour shift in the observation

tower. The shift started at 12 midnight and lasted until 12 noon the next day. In preparation for his

shift, Roberto donned his combat uniform, webbing and UN kepi-styled blue cloth cap. He also gathered

his weapon and helmet, and climbed the stairs to the observation tower. He was given a summary

briefing about his duties and was then left alone. The tower was lit up, but the surrounding area was

dark. Without any night vision devices, it was next to impossible to see anything. After several hours,
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the excitement and uniqueness of the mission started to wear off, and Roberto started to think that ¨this

was going to be a long deployment.¨

At dawn, Roberto examined the ground around the observation post. It was mostly desert with only

sparse amounts of vegetation. To the north, in the distance, he could see a Turkish tank park and a

Turkish observation post. To the south, he could see a Greek Cypriot observation post. There was no

military activity anywhere in that area. The observation tower was approximately 30 feet high. At the

top of the tower was an observation deck, on which was constructed a small shelter with windows on all

sides. The shelter contained a small table, a chair, a radio and a field telephone. Using the radio, each

observer had to perform a radio check once an hour. Outside the shelter, attached to a tripod, was a

pair of very large binoculars. Generally, the walls and roof of the observation posts were painted white

or blue. In a hidden panel in one of the walls, reading material was stored. It could be read when the

soldier on duty was bored and quickly hidden if a superior arrived. Each observation post had a zone of

interest – a supply route, or a Turkish or Greek Cypriot military installation. The observers were

responsible to report any changes in the status quo or any military movement or any activity that might

threaten the peace.

View of the setting sun from one of the observation
posts
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Roberto in an observation tower at night, cleaning his
weapon and reading to pass the time. Note the parka
for when it got cold
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Roberto completed his shift and explored his new surroundings before bedding down for some rest. The

troop house was a one-story concrete building, with a kitchen, a living area and a dormitory. There were

screen doors at the front and back of the building. The living area was equipped with some chairs, a

television and a foosball soccer table. The dormitory was kept cold and dark. Its windows were covered

with aluminum foil. It was cooled by two air conditioners operating at full speed and the entranceway

was covered by two plastic sheets that prevented the cold air from escaping. All electricity was provided

by a generator that ran twenty-four hours per day. It was only stopped for a weekly oil change.
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Several days after arriving at the troop house, the members of the troop decided to move one of the air

conditioners from the sleeping quarters into the living area. They felt that the dormitory was already

very cold, so why not try to create the same comfort in the living area. This project took several hours to

complete, but did not have the desired effect. Firstly, the living area of the house never cooled down

because the front and rear doors were constantly being opened. Secondly, the temperature in the

dormitory rose and several soldiers awoke bleeding from tiny insect bites. The soldiers then realized that

the dormitory was kept cold to keep the insects inactive. The plan was quickly reversed and the second

air conditioner was restored to its original location.

Early in the tour, Roberto and the other drivers were sent on a drivers’ course for the Mitsubishi Pajero

Jeep that was being used by the troops on the line. It was by far the most popular of all the vehicles

being used by the Canadian Contingent (CANCON). Roberto took the course but, due to a lack of time,

never had an official road test. Shortly after, Roberto was ordered by the troop leader to drive him to

headquarters and some other locations. The troop leader had heard that the local civilian population

was planning a protest march, so he wanted to visit the area. Throughout the day, Roberto drove the

officer without incident, before dropping him off at one of the section houses. When Roberto arrived

back at camp, he was met by his section commander, who asked him what he had been doing all the

day. Roberto answered that he had been driving the officer around. The section commander then asked

him what vehicle had he driven, to which Roberto responded: a Pajero. The section commander then

asked Roberto to read out loud the qualifications that were written on his UN 404s (his UN driver’s

permit). When Roberto did this, it was clear that the list did not include the Pajero. It was at that

moment that the section commander raised his tone and asked Roberto why would he had driven a

vehicle that he was not officially qualified to drive. Roberto answered that he was simply following the

officer’s orders. The section commander. then stated that he would make sure that Roberto would

never touch a Pajero again at which Roberto answered that he understood, and that that was fine by

him, for after driving one all day long, he was no longer enthusiastic about driving it. The section

commander was not at all amused. This was one of several incidents that positioned Roberto less

favourably in the eyes of his section commander. Despite these incidents, Roberto was always

enthusiastic about helping the section and his superiors, and he was resilient. He maintained a good

attitude and ensured that his uniform, weapon and equipment was in immaculate condition.

During the next few weeks, the troop settled down to a daily routine, which involved, for the soldiers not

working in the observation towers, regular maintenance of the facilities. On one occasion, Roberto and

another soldier were tasked with cleaning up the large letters on the ground that allowed helicopter

crews to identify the observation post from the air. While Roberto was doing this, he moved a rock and

was stung or bitten, possibly by a scorpion or a similar insect. He felt a sharp pain and his arm went

numb, so the soldiers that were with him reported the injury by radio to the command post. They were

told to monitor the situation, and call back if Roberto’s situation deteriorated. After a brief rest, Roberto

felt well enough to continue with the work, so no further treatment was necessary. During a separate

incident near the same observation post, a small brush fire broke out and some soldiers were mobilised

to extinguish it. This was done partly with shovels and partly by using the Squadron’s M113 Armoured

Personnel Carrier equipped with a bull-dozer blade. During one of its passes, the carrier hit an old anti-

personnel mine, putting a stop to the fire-fighting activities.
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Shortly after the troop arrived on the line, an incident occurred that mobilized the feelings of the soldiers

in the section house. The troop leader wanted to verify a position and apparently ventured too close to

a Greek Cypriot Forces observation post, so the Greek soldiers at that location detained him. When the

soldiers at the nearest section house heard of the situation, and concluded that their officer might be in

danger, all present spontaneously and with no official order gathered their weapons, loaded their

ammunition to a full combat load, and moved to a defensive position overlooking the area. Full of

adrenaline and concern for their troop leader, they took up firing positions, cocked their weapons and

pointed them towards the area where the Lieutenant had last been seen. Very shortly after, the

Lieutenant reappeared and walked back over the line. Seeing this, the soldiers were surprised and

relieved. They then returned to their section house, unloaded their weapons, and returned the

ammunition to its storage boxes.

Soldiers in the section house loading their rifles after
their troop leader was detained
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Roberto indicating the location where the Troop leader
was detained
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

After two weeks on the Green Line, Roberto’s section got transferred to Ledra Palace for General Duties.

Ledra Palace was a former hotel that could no longer be operated commercially because it was situated

in the demilitarized zone. Consequently, it had been taken over by the Peacekeeping Force and was

being used as the regimental headquarters of the 12 RBC. At Ledra Palace, Roberto was assigned to be

the driver of British Bedford Utility Truck. He initially had some difficulty mastering the vehicle – the

steering wheel was on the right so he needed to use his left hand to change gears. He also needed to

double-clutch when shifting gears, to avoid grinding the gearbox. Once he figured out how to operate

the truck, Roberto and the other members of the section starting carrying out their general duties. First,

the section was asked to deliver some new furniture. As requested, the members of the section

delivered and installed the new furniture in the Regimental Sergeant-major’s quarters, then moved his

old furniture to a squadron sergeant-major’s quarters. They were then supposed to move the squadron

sergeant major’s equipment to storage, but instead they moved it into the General Duties Section’s

quarters and moved their own furniture into storage. Later in the week, Roberto remembers that his
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section commander visited their quarters and expressed his surprise when he noticed leather couches, a

refrigerator and the overall high quality of their furniture.

While his section was assigned to general duties at Camp Liri, the location of the Squadron headquarters,

Roberto was often asked to work as the switchboard operator. The switchboard, which was equipped

with an old-style rotary dial and plug-in switch connections, was used principally for logistical,

administrative and longer discussions that did not need to be broadcast over the radio network. On one

of these shifts, Roberto was called by the Squadron commander who asked to be patched in to

regimental headquarters. Roberto plugged in the line and started to dial, but after several turns, the

face of the phone fell off onto the desk. While Roberto tried urgently to re-install the rotary dial, the

Squadron Commander called back several times to repeat his request, and then finally walked out of his

office to see what was the matter. When the Squadron Commander realized the system was broken, he

said ¨I congratulate you, for we have been trying for some time now to get this museum piece replaced.

Now that you killed it, we will be able to get a new one.¨ However, no replacements were available, so a

signal technician came on site to fix the system.

Roberto still looking fresh as he starts to fill sand
bags – 2 out of 50 are done – 48 to go
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Roberto manning the switchboard at the Squadron
Headquarters
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

While at Camp Liri, Roberto noticed the presence of a troop of British soldiers equipped with Ferret

Scout Cars. He befriended them and found out that they were members of the 13th/18th Royal Hussars,

an affiliated regiment to the Royal Canadian Hussars. The rotation in Cyprus was the first time since

World War II that elements from the two regiments would be involved in the same operations. During

his off-duty time, Roberto hung out with some of the British soldiers. They took the initiative of teaching

him how to drive a Ferret Scout Car and allowed him to practice around the base. Driving the Ferret was
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a challenge because it was very different from any vehicle Roberto had driven to date. The crew

commander sat on a high bench from which he could operate the vehicle’s machine gun (known in the

British Forces as a Jim-P) The driver sat very low in the vehicle, in front of the crew commander, and

looked out three small windows that could be closed for combat. The steering wheel hung down from a

sloped panel that was angled at 45 degrees away from the driver. Further, the transmission allowed the

gears to be pre-selected but engaged only when the driver stepped on and released the clutch. Finally, it

had a separate lever that controlled the direction of movement – either frontwards or backwards, with

all gears working equally well in each direction. After numerous interactions in the vehicle compound,

the British troop invited Roberto to participate on one of their patrols. Roberto was granted permission

to participate, so on the next patrol outside the camp, he rode in one of the Ferrets. As it normally did,

the troop patrolled the UN Patrol Track in the demilitarized zone as well as the UN supply and

communications routes outside that zone. Roberto remembers being surprised when he listened to the

radio net and realized that the British soldiers started each of their communications with the word

¨Hello¨. Throughout this process, Roberto established a good friendship with his British counterparts, so

good that when he went back on the line, they presented him with a friendship gift, which was a

photograph of Princess Diana, their Colonel in Chief, presenting their unit with a new Guidon. Upon his

return to Canada, Roberto donated this photograph to the Junior Ranks Mess at the Côte-des-Neiges

Armoury.

Roberto Sforza driving one of the 13th/18th Hussars’ Ferret
Scout Cars at the UN Camp near Ledra Palace
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Patrolling the UN Supply road with the 13th/18th

Hussars
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

After several weeks of general duties, Roberto’s section took up a new position on the line. This was at

Camp Berger, in the eastern most section of the Squadron’s area of responsibility. This camp was set up

in a small Turkish village known by the name of Akincilar. The camp was larger than most and was

surrounded by barbed wire. At this location, the dormitory was located in a separate building from the

living area and kitchen. The camp had a full-time cook, who was a civilian employee who lived in the

nearby village. The living area had a television and a foosball table. A small gym was located in a

building close by. In their free time, some of the soldiers, including Roberto, preferred to work out while
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others preferred to relax in the recreational area. Members of both groups would, however, get very

passionate during their foosball tournaments.

Roberto was selected to be a member of the Canadian Contingent’s soccer team in an inter-contingent

tournament. Despite this assignment, it was business as usual for the soldiers. Two days prior to the

tournament, Roberto had to perform his midnight-to-noon shift at the squadron Command Post

followed by a mandatory 13-Kilometer forced march with his troop. The next day he did his regular

guard shift followed by a second 13-Kilometer forced march, thus completing the fitness test. The

following day with aching feet he played in one game against the Danish Contingent followed by two

games against the British Contingent, where the Canadian team lost and was eliminated. Despite the

blisters it was a great experience.

During the troop’s time at this camp, an incident occurred when someone on the Greek Cypriot side of

the line blocked the water flowing into a reservoir that supplied water to a Turkish community on the

other side of the line. The troop leader had to intervene by approaching the authorities on the Greek

side of the line. On this occasion, Roberto was one of the soldiers called upon to escort the troop leader.

While performing this duty, Roberto could see into several houses and a school. He was surprised to see

that the facilities were rather limited. The rooms in the houses were generally only lit by a single light

bulb hanging from the ceiling. Through the open windows in the school, he noticed the students were

completing their assignments on individual writing boards using chalk. When some of the students

passed by, he took the opportunity to pass out some candy he had brought along. In the end, the water

supply was restored which also restored Roberto’s conviction that he had made the right decision to

participate in a mission that ensured basic rights to both communities, regardless which side of the

Green Line they lived on.

On another day, Roberto was in camp when a Turkish family brought their young daughter to the camp

gate, asking for help. The girl has suffered a serious laceration on her arm and was still bleeding. The

soldiers at the gate called for the camp medic who came and dressed the wound. Roberto remembers

being impressed by the goodwill of the Canadian soldiers who provided a service not included in their

mission.

During the troop’s time at Camp Berger, Roberto was, from time to time, assigned to act as the guard at

the camp gate. When a vehicle passed through the gate, the guard was responsible to raise and lower

the barrier, and salute. On one of these occasions, his section commander advanced through the gate

too quickly, and a rope hanging from the barrier got entangled and ripped off one of the vehicle’s side

view mirrors. The section commander was unhappy, notably because the incident was considered by

the military to be an accident, which grounded the vehicle until it was repaired. Also, the section

commander’s right to drive was automatically suspended until the accident was investigated. The

section commander returned to the camp to get a replacement vehicle and a driver, then departed a

second time. In the interim, Roberto had picked up the mirror and, finding that it could be used to

improve the angle of vision of the guard on duty, hung it on a post near the guard house. During the

second departure, when the section commander saw the mirror, he promptly ordered the vehicle to

stop and had the mirror removed. Again, the section commander was not amused.
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While Roberto was on duty in the observation posts, he reported two specific incidents. The first

incident occurred when a UN Gazelle helicopter was seen flying over the nearby Turkish Tank Park.

During the flyover, Roberto heard some popping sounds that could have been gunshots, then he saw the

helicopter take evasive action by swooping lower and moving quickly out of the area. He reported this

incident to the command post and was asked if he actually saw the rounds or the people shooting. He

responded that he did not, since the activity was too far away. A second incident occurred at night when

the Turkish Army conducted a large artillery shoot at an area just to the north of the Green Line. Even

though it was several kilometers away from Roberto’s observation post, Roberto was able to see the

artillery explosions lighting up the night sky and he was able to hear the rumbling. Roberto submitted

several radio reports to the command post and then used his field phone to compare notes with the

observer in the next tower. From the observation post, it looked like the Turkish Army was trying to

make a show of force or rehearse for an eventual attack.

After six or so weeks in the Eastern segment of the line, the troop became the Quick Reaction Force that

was stationed at the regimental headquarters at the Ledra Palace. Roberto was assigned to be the driver

of one of the grizzlies. On the troop’s first excursion outside the camp, Roberto’s vehicle was in the lead

when they came to a traffic circle. Still not having fully adapted to driving on the left hand side of the

road, Roberto entered the traffic circle in the wrong direction. He immediately realized his mistake, but

since it would be too difficult to back-up, he continued in the same direction until he could turn onto his

intended route, on the left side of the road. On the way around the circle, his vehicle came face to face

with several small cars, all of which quickly moved aside for the larger vehicle.

The next day, the troop organised a drill to see how long it would take to go from a relaxed state to a

state where it was ready to move out of the gate. When the alarm sounded, the troops quickly got

dressed, picked up their weapons and ran to the vehicle compound. Roberto got the garage door

unlocked, jumped in his vehicle and moved it quickly to the forming up spot, ready to go. His section

commander, as well as the troop leader were standing there observing and timing the event. Seeing that

Roberto had moved his vehicle into position very quickly without a ground guide, the section

commander pulled Roberto aside and asked him what was the posted speed limit in the compound, to

which Roberto responded: 20 kilometers per hour. Then, the section commander asked Roberto what

speed he was travelling, to which Roberto responded approximately 50 Kilometers per hour. At that

point, the section commander informed Roberto that he would get 40 extra duties for speeding, to

which Roberto asked why it wasn’t 30 since 50 less 20 equalled 30 not forty. Roberto recognized he had

been in the wrong, but he wanted the punishment to be determined logically and fairly. When he asked

this type of question, his superiors could not always tell whether he was being serious. In any case, the

section commander was not amused and promptly increased the number to 50. After the drill, when

the other troop members were allowed to relax, Roberto was sent off to the work area to fill sand bags.

At that location, he met another soldier, who was also being punished, but who had only been ordered

to work during a specific number of hours. When that soldier decided to collaborate with Roberto,

Roberto’s quota of 50 bags was completed in record time. Although the section commander came and

counted the bags, he must have been suspicious because he later asked the section second-in-command

to give Roberto some additional extra duties, for no apparent reason.



Royal Canadian Hussars History documentation project
Individual and group experiences of RCH members during various overseas missions
during the period from 1976 to 1996

C11E Roberta Sforza's Story 20171030p.docx Page 11 of 16

On or around December 13th, 1990 while the troop was working as the Quick Reaction Force, the United

States got involved in the first Persian Gulf War. About the same time, a British soldier, who was also a

member of the UN peacekeeping force in Cyprus, was injured in a terrorist-style bombing. In reaction to

this change in circumstance, each soldier was ordered to carry his or her gas mask at all times, and the

old-style flak jackets were exchanged for new Kevlar body armour. The amount of ammunition issued to

people on duty was also increased. Further, the members of the Quick Reaction Force were sent to

restore an old abandoned airstrip near Nicosia for possible military use. The UN wanted the airstrip to

be available as a contingency. Once on site, the troop positioned a Grizzly at each end of the runway,

with the intent to use the .50 calibre machine guns as anti-aircraft or general defense, if needed. Other

members of the troop were employed freeing the runway of debris. They swept the runway from one

end to the other, and removed some discarded items including an old moped.

Upon the troop’s return to the Ledra Palace, its members found that the headquarters had received

numerous calls from their concerned families in Canada. For the past few days, these families had

watched alarming TV news reports describing the events in the Middle East, and they were very

concerned for the safety of their loved ones. Roberto was one of the soldiers who received a message

from his family asking him to call home. When he did call his parents, he heard the emotion in their

voices and became aware of the anxiety they felt. He then realized how important it was for him to

communicate with them directly rather than to let them rely on television newscasts for their

information.

Vacations and leave

During the rotation, each of the soldiers was entitled to eighteen days of leave. He or she had the choice

of returning to Canada or spending the equivalent amount of money on a vacation in his or her location

of choice. Roberto chose to spend his vacation in Cyprus. He rented quarters at a nearby British Military

Base for $10 per day, and spent his time visiting both sides of the island as a tourist.

Visiting the tomb of the kings
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Historical site on the Turkish side – St-Hilarion Castle
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Roberto was also entitled to receive a leave of 48 hours for each month he served on duty. In the end,

possibly due to scheduling conflicts, he was only able to use one of these leave periods. On that
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occasion, he and other soldiers travelled to Larnica, where they camped out overnight on the beach.

Although the military offered to make travel and hotel arrangements, Roberto declined them as he felt

he needed a break from the military environment.

Posing for a picture with two Turkish policemen on the
way back from a local market
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Playing foosball in the troop recreational area against
Lieutenant Cameron Ward of the Sherbrooke Hussars.
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Even though he did not get all his forty-eight hour leaves, Roberto did get several days off, during which

he exited the demilitarized zone and visited the local towns, where he usually visited the local markets.

On one occasion, he accompanied Captain Lima for an evening at a local Jazz club in Nicosia.

Back on the line

After several weeks as the Quick Reaction Force, the troop moved to another section on the Green Line

that fell under the Squadron’s control. This was the Ortona section, which when compared to the two

other sections, was shorter and more urban. The troop returned to duty in the observation posts, but in

a more compact environment. From their observation posts, the Canadian troops had a good view of

the Turkish and Greek soldiers in their own observations posts.

Roberto remembers working on New Year’s Eve, when some of the soldiers decided to have an

impromptu celebration at the Observation post. At around midnight, they climbed up into the post,

drank Canada Dry Ginger Ale, ate ¨Salimino¨ (Italian cured sausage) and other sweets that the soldiers

had received in parcels from home, and talked about home and what they were going to do when they

returned to Canada. To ring in the New Year together, they climbed down from the tower and posed for

a picture beside the numbers 1991 that were lit up on the ground using Naphtha fuel.
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Posing for a picture on New Year’s Eve
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Roberto and some section members pose for a picture
while peeling potatoes in the section house.
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Several weeks later, the squadron was reorganised and each of the sections of the RCH troop were

assigned to separate duties. Roberto’s section was attached to the Sherbrooke Hussars troop and

became what was referred to as the Delta Recce Section which performed foot patrols in the Ortona

section.

Before working on the Delta Recce Section, Roberto was sent on a two-week exchange with another

British Military Unit – the Blues and Royals. That unit was working in a similar capacity to the Canadian

troops but in a different sector along the line. On the first day there, because he was a corporal, they

mistakenly assumed that he was a section second-in-command, and asked him to lead a patrol and set

up a check-point along the road. The mistake occurred because a British Corporal (referred to as a ¨Full

Screw¨) was equivalent to a Canadian Master-corporal. Despite the confusion, Roberto led the section in

the establishment of a road block using two ferret scout cars and some old oil barrels. Once everything

was set up and working well, a senior non-commissioned officer came on site, explained the mistake and

took control of the operation, reverting Roberto to an ordinary member of the troop. After about five

hours, the section returned to its section house and observation post, which overlooked a large base

that housed the Turkish Wolf Regiment. Roberto had a lot of fun working with the British section, both

while on duty and during his time off. What surprised him the most was the intensity with which the

British played the Subbuteo miniature football game in the recreational room. The soldiers not directly

participating in the game would crowd around the table and start cheering, singing and chanting as if

they were at a World Cup soccer match.

Roberto then returned to the Delta recce section and performed foot patrols in the demilitarized zone in

the Ortona section of the line. In this section, each side had lined the border with barricades formed of

sand-filled barrels or piles of old tires. One of the concerns of the UN was that the opposing sides might

advance their line or strengthen their defences without being detected. The UN wanted to maintain the

status quo between the two forces so any changes were objected to. Each of the foot patrol shifts lasted
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twelve hours and its participants took up the habit of walking right up to the line on either side of the

demilitarised zone to examine the ground. They paid much more attention to detail than previous

rotations. For example, one of the patrol groups found an unexploded mortar shell close to the patrol

road. It was in plain sight, but fifty-three previous rotations had never noticed it.

Roberto properly dressed for a foot patrol with UN
Flag on radio antenna
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Moving the M113 Armoured Personnel Carrier equipped
with a dozer blade for a construction task.
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Roberto often performed his patrols with another member of the RCH, Corporal Ken Raymond. On one

of their patrols, Roberto and Ken had two rounds fired over their heads from the Turkish side of the line.

This surprised them because they were clearly UN soldiers wearing their blue kepi-style caps and

carrying a UN flag on their radio antenna. They dropped into the prone position and hid in the ditch that

ran on the far side of the road. Roberto remembers reporting to the command post that he thought that

someone on the Turk side had fired some shots in their direction. The radio operator at the command

post responded by asking them to use proper radio procedure. Exasperated, Roberto then repeated the

same message except that he said the firing came from the red side of the line rather than the Turkish

side of the line. Despite the use of the proper terms, no assistance came from the troop headquarters.

Consequently, after a period of quiet, Roberto and Ken got up and continued their patrol.

One of the difficulties for the peacekeepers was that they were not allowed to use cameras. This made

the detection of changes to the military installations more difficult. On one patrol, Roberto and Corporal

Myles Stringer noticed a hole in the ground in the demilitarized zone and reported it to their superiors,

thinking that it should be investigated. They got permission to take a closer look, so they returned to the

site, and entered the hole carrying their bayonets at the ready. Inside, they found a tunnel about 20 feet

long that led to a bunker, the walls of which were constructed by stacking old ammunition cases on top

of each other. They also saw that a corrugated-metal ceiling had been installed, supported by a long

steel pole, and covered with earth. Most importantly, they saw that a firing portal had been constructed

allowing the occupants of the bunker to fire from a protected position into the Turkish Sector. After

looking the place over, they climbed out, dug around the roof of the bunker, found the supporting rod
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and pulled it out. When they did this, the roof of the bunker collapsed into the hole. A Greek Cypriot

officer who had been watching from his side of the line called to them and asked them why they were

making changes. The Greek Cypriot officer also reported the incident to his headquarters, so later

Roberto was called in front of the Squadron Commander to explain his actions. Roberto had acted

quickly on his own accord, because he felt strongly that it was very unfair for any one side to have this

type of position in the demilitarized zone. As he left the meeting, Roberto thought that he saw the

sergeant-major give him the thumbs up sign.

View from the Ortona section of Demilitarized Zone –
looking north into Turkish-controlled area
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

View from the Ortona section of Demilitarized Zone –
looking south into Greek Cypriot-controlled area.
Photo provided by Roberto Sforza

Return home and life thereafter

At the end of the tour, the squadron left in groups, allowing for a gradual transfer of responsibility to the

troops from the next rotation. Roberto was in the second of three groups to depart. The return was via

a military flight to Quebec City, with a layover of several hours in Lahr, West Germany. After turning in

their weapons in Valcartier, several Hussars travelled to Montreal by Minibus. Roberto especially

remembers feeling that Canada was very cold in comparison to Cyprus.

After this mission, Roberto became more serious about his education and his career. He went on to

complete his police training at John Abbott College and at the Ecole National de Police du Quebec, in

Nicolet. In 2001, become a member of the Montreal Urban Community Police Force. When this story

was written, he was the principal operator / coordinator of the MUC Police force’s mobile command post

and logistical support officer for the Swat Team.

Roberto also continued serving in the military, progressing to the rank of sergeant. Starting in 2012, he

was attached to the 34th Brigade headquarters where he became G1 PERS 4 Support and Coordinator of

the Padres & Peer Assistance Support Line. When he was interviewed for this story, he was still working

in that position and still paraded with the RCH.
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Looking back, Roberto feels that it was a very good life experience and that he was able to contribute to

the collective peacekeeping effort. He also learned to cherish what he had in Canada and to never take

things as simple as water for granted.


