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November is poppy month, the
time of the year when we wear
a red poppy in memory of those
who sacrificed their lives for us
during wars.
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REMEBRANCE DAY - NOVEMBER 11, 2005

The RCH Association will hold its annual “Remembrance
Service” on Friday November 11, 2005 at the Armoury following
the Cenotaph Service and Parade downtown. We encourage all
members and friends to attend. Blazers and medals. Family
members are welcome. Please be on hand for 12.00 noon to wel-
come the veterans from Ste.Anne-de-Bellevue Hospital. The tra-
ditional meal of beans & wieners etc. will be served, followed by
the Remembrance Service and the rum ration later in the

Sgts.Mess.

IN FLANDERS FIELDS
written in 1915 by John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
in Flanders fields.

WE SHALL KEEP THE FAITH

by Moira Michael, November 1918

Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sieep sweet - to rise anew!

We caught the torch you threw

And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.

We cherish, too, the poppy red

That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies

That blood of heroes never dies,

But lends a lustre to the red

Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honor of our dead.

Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.




RCH Veterans and friends are planning a visit to the Canadian War Museum, on October 22, 2005. A bus
has been hired to transport visitors to Ottawa.

There will be two pick-up points, at 8.00 a.m. sharp the bus will be leaving Picasso’s Restaurant on St.Jacques
Street. Then to Fairview Shopping Center with the location set for behind Reno-Depot on the service road.The plan is
to leave at 8.30 a.m. for Ottawa. Cost for the bus ride is $ 25.00. Canadian veterans and their accompanying family
members (up to three) will be allowed in at no cost. It’s important that Veterans wear their medals for this event.

Please contact Ken Hawkhurst at (514) 489-9677. '

PETAWAWA, ONTARIO — SECOND WORLD WAR
FRIENDS REUNITED AFTER 60 YEARS.

After 60 years, Bruce Westgarth wanted to see his wartime
friend again.

A Trooper serving with the 17th. Duke of York’s Royal Cana-
dian Hussars as a gunner and radio operator, Mr.Westgarth had
met his friends in the battlefields of France in the second World
War.

Currently a resident of Petawawa where he lives with his wife
Bernice, Mr. Westgarth grew up in Udora, Ontario. His friend
Frank is from Alberta. Mr.Westgarth landed in France the week

Long-time friends, Bruce Westgarth on the .
right and Frank Bradwell on the left had a lot of after D-Day where he served on board a Daimler wheeled recon-

naissance vehicle. Although Mr. Westgarth and Mr. Bradwell
for 60 years. The friends served in the 17th, Never served in the same vehicle, the pair struck up a friendship

Duke of York’s Royal Canadian Hussars in N their down time and just “hung out together”.

catching up to do after not seeing each other

France and Holland in the 2nd. World War. Mr. While fighting in Holland, Mr. Bradwell was taken prisoner.
Bradwell was taken prisoner while fighting in “He was sleeping in a room with three other guys. The others
Holland. were all killed,” Mr, Westgarth said.

“The house | was staying in was just two sections up but no

one heard a thing so they must have been killed with a knife? You

know, the only reason Frank was spared was he had a corporal’s jacket over his head so they took him prisoner. |

knew he had been taken prisoner because the other three were dead and he was gone with no boots. It was scary
but it was war and you get used to things like that happening.

The Dutch people constructed a monument in Dreumel, Holland to honour the Canadians who lost their lives in
the incident. During the final months of the war, Mr. Westgarth had other close calls. He was on board four separate
vehicles that were destroyed, and yet he made it through alive.

He described the close calls and the abduction of his friend as scary. “Being a kid, you think you’re brave but
one day you wake up and say ‘Holy’, I'm not a kid anymore,” Mr. Westgarth stated.

He met Mr. Bradwell once more while in Scotland. “I hadn’t heard from him since he was taken prisoner. We were
both on holidays in Edinburgh, Scotland-when we ran into each other - just like that.

He had been a POW in Holland for five and half months.”. The friends spent four days in Scotland before return-
ing to their lives back in Canada. Mr.Westgarth remained in the Canadian Forces until 1971. He then worked in the
civil service until 1989. v

At a regimental reunion in 1989, Mr. Westgarth was told his friend was still alive and living out west, The friends
began talking occasionally on the phone, writing letters and exchanging Xmas cards but it wasn’t until this spring
that Mr.Westgarth had a chance to see his friend again face to face. v

Having travelled to Victoria, BC to watch the World Curling Championships, Mr. Westgarth made the three hour
journey north to Mr. Bradwell’s home in Black Creek.

“After 60 years, it was very exciting for me. He had an idea what | might look like because of a picture my son
had taken of me at a Remembrance Day ceremony in Ottawa. We talked about our war experiences and our holi-
days and what has happened since. - Like (Bernice and ) had six kids and he didn’t have any. He has'a lot of health
problems now and he blames them on the time in that POW camp. He lived only on turnip soup for five and half
months,” he said. The reunion was very special for Mr.Westgarth. ,

“It was something I've looked forward to ever since | found out that we were both still around,” he concluded.




Jock Pichette meets May Jackson at her home in
Bexhill-On-Sea, East Sussex, England. May called me
from England prior to my vacation to London, and Edin-
burgh and invited my wife and me to visit. May helped
me find the plaque commemorating the Canadian war-
dead in Hastings, England.

It reads this plaque was erected
by Hastings Borough — Council
and the Canadian Veteran’s Associ-
ation of the United Kingdom in
commemoration of the eleven
members of the 17th. Duke of
York's Royal Canadian Hussars
(7th.Cdn.Recce Regt) killed in the
bombing raid on the Albany Hotel,
May 23, 1943.

Sgt. R.G.Bindon, Tpr. A.L.Byron,
Cpl. H.Dixon, Tpr. H.A. Evans, Tpr.W.A.Jackson,
Tpr.K.K. Kiertland, Tpr.B.J.Marsolais, Tpr. D.J.McMartin,
Tpr. H.B. Moffat, Tpr. A.M. Stanley and Tpr.W.F.Stech ~
Lest We Forget.

May Jackson played an integral role in getting the
plague installed near the Albany Hotel. May Jackson is
a wonderful person and no stranger to Army duties
having spent six years with the Royal Army Corp. A.T.S.
17th. Hussars introduced May Jackson, to Cigarettes,
Silk Stockings, and Peanut Butter Sandwiches. May
has some photo’s of Junior Bindon, Wes Humphries,
and John McLennand who was K.L.A. 12/05/45. If rela-
tives would like a copy, she would gladly send them
along. May would welcome letters from members of the
17th. She can be reached at the following address - 21
Ocklynge Close, Little Common, Bexhill-On-Sea, East
Sussex, England — TN39 4PF UK.

May Jackson’s home is sweet and nestled in the
coastal town of East Sussex. Extremely well taken care
of with excellent interior décor. Off the kitchen she has
a bright solarium leading you to an impeccable garden
with benches, water fountains and landscape most golf
courses dream about. The extra bedroom as its own
en-suite. Hiddenaway in her garage is an electric motor
cart which she uses for shopping. Thanks May, hope
you receive many letters from Canada.

Executive and Committee members of the Royal
Canadian Hussars. From left to right; James Huntley
Wilson, President Alan Canavan, Membership Doreen
Riley, Dunc Munro, Colin Martin, and editor Jock
Pichette. Back row;

Karl Kramell, Curator Don Greene, Treasurer Ken
Hawkhurst, Ray Johnson, and Alex Cyr. You can meet
your committee at Picasso’s on October 27th, 2005.
Coffee break starts at 9.00 a.m.

Thomas R. Montgomery of Chester Basin, N.S. meets
the Honourable John McCallum. The meeting took
place last year ( 2004 ) at Pier 21 in Halifax, N.S.
Thomas of course is an old Tpr. from the 17th.
DYRCH. The event included the unveiling of two
special “V” for Victory Silver Coins.

A gala reception followed with HMCS Stad Band, a
Lone Piper and a lovely Boy’s Choir from Halifax. As
you can see, Thomas did give his two cents with
regards to what the Vet’s expected from the
Government.




W.H.Thomson (85) of London,Ontario is shown being
honoured for his efforts in The Netherlands.
Thomson was one of the soldiers who, far from home,
risked his life to liberate The Netherlands, a people,
who were actually unknown to him. We were
volunteers; we did it because we were part of the
British Commonwealth. It was obvious that we would
eventually become involved in the war. He still
remembers how he drove through Kampen, Zwolle,
and Zutpen and area with the third infantry division of
the 7th. Canadian Recconnaissance Regiment. “We
had to take and hold the bridges and hold them until
our infantry arrived, to preveni the Germans from
blowing them up. The Netherlands had to be liberated
because the people were suffering and there was a
great scarcity of food”. The war in a far away country
also had its brighter side - Thomson married an
English bride in 1944.

Kamperzeedijk - The students of groups 7 & 8 of The
Driester on the Kamperzeedijk received a very special
history lesson from W.H.Thomson. As you can see in
the photo, a plaque was unveiled near a tree in the
schoolyard. The tree was planted in memory of all the
people who were instrumental in liberating the country.

DAY - THOMSON ARRIVED IN FRANCE
A FEW DAYS AFTER D-DAY.

He was 24 years old at the time. He remembers
the days after D-Day as the worst of the war. “There
were terrible battles in those first days. On the morn-
ing after you could see bodies everywhere of the Ger-
mans and Canadians that had been killed”. Thomson
himself was wounded and taken back to England to
recuperate. Upon his return he entered the Nether-
lands via Antwerp, he assisted with the liberation of
Zwolle, Kampen, Hasselt, and Genemuiden. “Were
you afraid to die, the students wondered” “No”,
Thomson answered, “but of course | hoped that |
wouldn’t die. Everyday that you survived was a bonus.
We had good times and bad times during the war. |
have many memories. We were very, very young, and
we were trained to accept everything that could hap-
pen to us”.

A NOTE FROM MAJOR CHRISTIAN
GLAUNINGER — DCO OF THE ROYAL
CANADIAN HUSSARS (MONTREAL)

After a very busy and eventful Change of Com-
mand and Presentation of our Second Guidon the
members of the Regiment scattered off to their sum-
mer tasking and courses. Concentration in August
was well attended by the Regiment with over 50 mem-
bers participating and organized into two troops of 3
patrols each. This training year will be a most busy
one as the number one priority will be to complete the
conversion of the Regiment from Tank to Reconnais-
sance.

The activity will kick off on 10 September with the
Regimental in Clearance. Association members are
welcome to attend lunch and meet the soldiers. We
will also have your museum open. The Balaclava
Mess Dinner is scheduled for Saturday 29 of October
and more details will follow. The Regiment will host an
Open House on 5 November followed by a Remem-
brance Day Parade on 6 November at LaSalle. Our
Regimental Christmas Dinner will be on 10 December
followed by a children's Christmas Party on 11
December. Levee Day as always will follow on the 1st.
of January and will be held at the Officer's Mess. As
always the Association is most welcome to attend.

Association activities such as Breakfast at Picas-
s0's and the Institute Lunch have been added to our
Regimental Training Calendar and we will encourage
our members to join and support their Association.




SICK PARADE

Peter Amsden - Residence Baniteau, St.Leonard, QC
S.Lucas - Bedford hospital, Bedford, QC

Harlod Smith — Parkwood Vets. Hospital, London, ON
Malcolm Martin, G.Yorgan, Bruce Blandford — Ste.
Anne’s Hospitall

Bill Wells — Ottawa

Geoff Knowles - Katherine Booth Hospital

And Leo Cote, resting at home.

LAST POST

Doug Jamieson, Montreal, QC
Jen Charlebois, Montreal, QC
lan M. Fyfe, Winnipeg, MN.
Andrew Nisbet, Etobicoke, ON
Les Canavan, Montreal

New Commanding Officer Lieutenant-Colonel Cyrice
Lelievre, CD2

NAME THIS VET?

Can you identify driver of motorcycle. It was taken
during the war.

He resides in Montreal.

Please send answer to Jock Pichette

TIES, CREST & BADGES

Alan Canavan informed the Trumpeter that he has 8
ties, 6 blazer badges and 5 hat badges in stock. Please
call Alan to purchase these items — (514) 486-7187.

MEMBERSHIP - DOREEN RILEY

Paid-up and life members 220, Widows 28, Out-
standing, 7 for a total of 255.

OPEN HOUSE

An open house will take place on Saturday Novem-
ber 5th, 2005 at the Cote des Neiges Armoury Time
10.00 - 16.00 hrs. Don Greene informed the Trumpeter
that there will be a display of Regiment operations,
equipment and service life.

History will be displayed as the Museum will be
open for the same time period.

All members should make an effort and invite fam-
ily members, friends and young adults alike who would
like to make the Army a career. Food is supplied.

On the following day, Sunday November 6th, 2005,
starting at 11.00 hrs. Laying-up of the Old Guidon
Parade will take place. We realize that its two days of
functions, but its important that we have good turnouts
for both events.

ARMY BITS

The Executive passed a motion to change
“Reunion luncheon time” slot to 1.30 p.m. rather than
3.30 p.m. Good move! Curator Don Greene is looking
for a “Hussars metal hat Badge” for the museum. Don
can be reached at (450) 671-4732. Our membership
chairman just returned from a London holiday.

For the first time in many meetings Alan Canavan
talked about his term of office coming to an end? There
is talk about holding Executive meetings on the week-
end, but the old-timers want no part of this idea. The
Annual meeting is just around the corner (May 2005 :
please make an effort to attend. ﬁém
an interesting e-mail from France. Xavier Paturel who is |
the Program Manager at the Juno Beach Centre in Nor- l
mandy, read about the 17th. Hussar’s heroics, but the i
Centre has no memorabilia whatsoever. So he asking if
we could send over items that he could place in the
Museum. www.junobeach.org.

We have an up and coming young man on the
Executive, very pleasant and a joy to be around. His




name is Alex Cyr. Leo Cote is hopping around Les
Cedres these days. He awoke with a knee so red he
thought it was an apple. He tells me that he is getting
much better, and should be back visiting Ste.Anne-de-
Bellevue Hospital and taking in the next coffee break.

Next coffee break is scheduled for October 27th,
2005 at Picasso’s, Starting at 09.00 hrs.

Next Executive meeting is set for November 1st.
2005 at the Armour, 10.00hrs.

HEMMINGFORD CORN ROAST: It was nice to see
Nancy Hamilton once again, she looks beautiful. Karl
Kramell emceed the event and we were well treated by
friends of the Legion. From President Gordon Hill to his
wonderful gang of volunteers. We enjoyed a six dollar
spread and all the trimmings. Dunc Munro told me that
the best “Apple Pie” is made in Hemmingford.

Working the feast table involved; Millie Robert, Flo-
rence Wilson, Dorothy Dey, while George Norman and
Robert Bazzan shucked the corn. Each guest received
an additional six corn prior to leaving Hemmingford. We
can’t leave out Jennifer our barmaid who did great job.
Some of the guest headed towards Plattsburgh like Jim
Walsh, Geoffrey Knowles, and Ray Johnson. It was also
nice to see Judge Fraser Martin in attendance. Stan
Highway, and his traveling buddy in Holland Cliff
Harfield were on hand. As a matter of fact, Stan just
returned from another trip to England. Association
President Alan Canavan arrived with J.H.Wilson, and
treasurer Ken Hawkhurst. Curator Don Greene, Colin
Martin, Dunc & Betty Munro (514) 782-1440, the Dun-
lop clan always goes out of their way to frequent these
events; Doady & Peggy Dunlop from Ontario, and his
beautiful daughters Nancy, and Doreen, along with her
husband. John Riley. Tony & Sylvia Truax.

Hemmingford sits on the New York border. 2,500
residents work in the apple orchards, and farming. Visit
the Legion when your in the area — 486 Champlain.

The Mayor is our own Karl Kramell.

AROUND THE COFFEE BREAK: Nice turnout for
our July coffee break, twenty five members enjoyed
breakfast at Picasso’s. We missed our good friend
Doug Jamieson. It was nice to see Dunc Munro at the
breakfast. He looks good. Dunc has moved, and he can
be reached at (514) 782-1440.

I don’t know if the weather should get credit, but it
was a lively session. A busy table included Lieutenant-
Colonel Cyrice Lelievre , Honorary Colonel judge Fras-
er Martin, Karl Kramell and Elsa Kramell, along with
Gordon McWha, Don Greene, and Robert Bazzana.

Oscar Costin made an appearance as did George Woo-
ley. | did hear from Colin Martin who served with 2ND
Troop, A Squadron. He recounted how both Cpl Morri-
son and Sgt Dabbs were KIA (sniper fire ) on May 4th,
1945. | passed the info to my Scottish friend.

August coffee break attracted 21 members at
Picasso’s — Leo informed me that he visited St.Anne’s
last Friday. Bruce, Malcolm, and George are keeping a
stiff-upper-lip. Alan Canavan informs me that Peter
Henry Amsden (94) was in touch recently. He would
like to reach 100, so that the Queen can send him, her
best wishes. If you would like to contact Mr.Amsden,
please call his wife at 252-5078 or son at 721-3477.
Mike Vezina, informed me that the Dragoons had a
great reunion in Kingston. Some 300 members attend-
ed. He met his old Sgt.Major Karl Cowden. General
Hillard was also on hand. Stan Highway brought in
some pictures from his recent trip to England. Stan can
be reached at (514) 486-6954.

From left to right: Chariotte Stephen, Dr. Lome
Stephen, Madeleine Davidson, Norman Davidson, Lyn
Moore, Shirley Moore, Ernie Moore.

CONTACTS - Trumpeter, Jock
Pichette, 302 Grosvenor Avenue, Bea-
consfield, QC HOW 185. E-mail,
pijas@videotron.ca or Tel: (514) 583-
5404. President, AE&E‘E @@navan (514)
486-7187. Doréen’ Diml@p (450) 466-
2992. Treasurer, Ken Hawkhurst (514)
489-9677 :




