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NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE

: e OUr President Alan Canavan and his Executive
[];1 PPy g"@&s,‘ Committee would like to extend its best wishes for
: V - 7”Y P the year 2006. Although many of you are miles apart
ALV LEI B we would love to hear from you, even if it means to
say "“Hello"” or wish to connect with a fellow comrade.

Sgt. Sforza, Wo.Vadnais , and Sgt. Coby are proud to illustrate the Guidon & Sash of
the Royal Canadian Hussars.



The Guidon & Sash has major historical
value when it comes to “Battle
Honours”. The Guidons are of crimson
silk damask, embroidered and fringed
with gold. Tassels and cords are of
crimson silk and gold cord mixed.

The history of “Trooping the Colours”
goes back thousands of years. In early
times Hussars did not carry guidons
because of the

role of the Hussars in battle was that of
reconnaissance. One of the main
requirements of a reconnaissance
formation was to keep its position
unknown to the enemy.

Guidons, like Standards and Colours,
continue to be presented to units,
forming a proud and treasured part of
regimental possessions. A guidon is
carefully guarded at all times. It is taken
on ceremonial parades and inspections
to mark a unit’s achievements are
displayed to the soldiers and spectators
so it may provide a memorial to the
personnel of all ranks who served and
sacrificed themselves to all who may
behold it.

The Battle Honours of the Royal
Canadian Hussars total thirty three,
beginning with the South African War
and continuing through the First and
Second World Wars. Twenty-one of
these Battle Honours are emblazoned on
the guidon, ten on either side, with
“South Africa” in the centre below the
title of the regiment. The “Sash” has 12
additional battles displayed.

There are plans in the works to send the
“old guidon” to the McCord Museum for
refurbishing. It is to be and placed in
an air tight glass case along with a new
sash. When the task is complete, it will
be handed over to our Curator, to be

displayed in a suitable location in the
RCH Museum Cote des Neiges.

Over the past few months, a display of
passion surfaced in none other than
Dunc Munro, who feels that all members
of our association should be aware of
our battle honours. Another gentlemen
who played an important part is
Lieutenant-Colonel Julian R. Benbow. He
was the man who purchased the
present case and also sculptured the
“Badges” of the 6", 17", and the
present regiment. Mr. Benbow who
resides in Kingston, Ontario sends his
best regards to all his friends.

Don Oerton is pictured with
students and teacher at the Victoria
Cross Public School in Mount Forest,
Ontario on November 30th, 2005. The
school was so named in honour of two
area residents who received the Victoria
Cross in World Was One. Local veterans |
were honoured by having class rooms
named after them including our own
Don Oerton who had Room 3B named
after him. Don is a veteran of the
17th's AntiTank Squadron and a long
time member of the Association's
Western Ontario Group.

The Western Ontario Group was formed
many years ago and was made up of
veterans from the 17th DYRCH who



Ended up in Western, Ontario. We used
to have a Get-together in Guelph every
year (which many members of the
Association from Montreal used to
attend) but it was discontinued a few
years ago due to declining

attendance. There are six of us left -
five veterans Keith Dixon, Ken Diebel,
Albert Davis, Alan Johnston, Don
Oerton, and Gerry Nangreaves who is
the son of a deceased member of the
regiment. We meet at the Inn On The
Bay in Owen Sound for lunch on the
third Saturday of every month..

Membership as of November
2005
Paid up and life time members 218

Widows 28
Qutstanding 7
Total: 253
Sick Parade:

Duke Wellington, suffered an Aneurism
recently, and his waiting for a call to
resolve the problem. Meanwhile his
wife, is about to be released from the
Vic. After a bout with pneumonia.
Peter Amsden - Resident Baniteau
Mario, St. Leonard, Quebec

S. Lucas - Bedford Hospital, Bedford,
Quebec

Harol Smith - Parkwood Vets Hospital,
London, Ontario

Bill Wells - Ottawa

Geof Knowles, Katherine Booth Hospital
Malcolm Martin, Alex Muir,
GeorgeYorgan, Bruce Blandford - St.
Anne's Hospital, Montreal, Quebec

MEMBERSHIP DUES

We are including the “Blue” slip for
those who have not renewed their
membership as yet. Please return with
fees ASAP. We use these fees to offset
cost of the Trumpeter and other
important day to day operations.

Army Bits

Ken Hawkurst, treasurer of RCH did a
wonderful job organizing the bus trip to
the Canadian War Museum, in
Ottawa. Steve Barrette, and Don Greene
also played a huge part in organizing
this trip. First by renting a beautiful
fourty-seven passenger travel coach
with a toilet to boot. Pure comfort for
the many that traveled west. Even the
driver was great. We had two pick-ups,
one at Picasso’s, and the other at
Fairview shopping Centre. Ken tells me
that some people missed the bus, but
paid anyway while one other donated a
few extra dollars. Pointe Claire Legion
helped us with two members. Three
younger members of the Association
came along with their wives. The visit in
general was awesome. Geoff Knowles
was ecstatic and Ralph Warren loved
the visit, but wished he had more time.
The trip was patronized big time by the
breakfast club gang. Unfortunately Tony
Truax missed the bus, he was parked on
the opposite side of the bldg.
Congratulation to Miles & Sarah
Stringer — The enjoyed breakfast with
the gang at Picasso’s. Dunc Munro loves
the fact he was born three days before
Christmas. December 22", while Saul
White moves up a notch on December
29", 2005.

Christmas Dinner on December
10™, 2005 — A good crowd enjoyed
this year’s Christmas dinner at the
Armoury. As usual the Officers Mess was
overflowing with members of the
breakfast club. A nice touch involved
the Veteran & younger soldiers mixing
at the dinner table. Our President Alan
Canavan paid homage to our fallen
comrades. Others who attended were;
Cyrice Lelievre, J.Fraser Martin, Kari
Kramell, Don Greene, and Doreen Riley




all enjoyed the Turkey dinner with all
the trimmings. Even better was being
served by the Officers of the Regiment.

Micheline St.Germain, Liaison
Agent with St.Anne-de-Bellevue hospital
is a super human being. On November
11™, the RCH played host to veterans
from the Hospital and Micheline was on
hand of course to make sure that all
goes well. I would place her actions
during the visit beyond the call of duty.
From serving food to a caring look into
the eyes of her veterans. Good work
Micheline. Much appreciated.

Fredericton, NB — James A. Rilie, B
squadron, 2™, Troop. Sends his best to
all his friends. Moose Jaw,
Saskatchewan - John Mulvey,
Trooper involved with the mechanical
side of duties overseas sends his
regards. Did you know that Tom
Montgomery who now resides in
Chester Bay, NS. was a desk Sergeant
with the Hampstead Police force. New
Westminster, B.C - Brian Baker, is
the son of Cpl. Dermot Baker who was
wounded on Juno beach in 1944. Cpl.
Baker was a war correspondent, and
Brain tell tells me that his Dad wrote a
Newsletter “Dermot FreeBooter”. If any
veterans remembers this issue, you
should contact this writer. Brian is a true
17", Hussars with the ambition of
visiting Montreal in the near future to
see the museum and chat with other
veterans. Visiting France is also on
Brian’s agenda. Late news — Alan
Canavan informed us that Ken Booth
sent a note from England. On November
11", Coral and I together with a
Canadian couple from Vancouver,
attended the Remembrance day service
at the Canadian Sector of the
Brookwood Military Cemetary. Following
the service, we visited each of the

Regiment’s graves (both 6" and 17™)
and laid the red poppies.

ROYAL CANADIAN HUSSARS
MUSEUM

Curator Don Greene is pleased to inform
our readers about the RCH Museum. It
all began on June 6™, 1995 when one
room was allocated at the Cote des
Neiges Armoury. Since then our Curator
has done excellent work managing the
acquisitions not to mention documenting
each Artifact & Memorabilia donated. He
goes on to say that,” it's” our history
being displayed.

Ten years later the Museum has
expanded, and occupies three rooms.

If you have not visited the Museum, you
will be surprised when you do, because
what Mr.Greene has done over the
years is truly commendable. He has
managed to acquire glass cases,
shelving, cabinets and even a computer.

During the past ten years he has
opened the door to 7500 visitors. The
diversity of the visitors is really
something to behold - beginning with
WWII and Korean Veterans. A number
of Canadian Force Generals along with
regular & reserve forces. Head of the
RCMP, not to mention a past CDS.
Teacher, Students, Cub Scouts, and
family members of the unit all ventured
to the hill. Last but not least are some
American Visitors.

Don Greene goes on to say, that the
Museum has had excellent support over
the years, from the Regiment, RCH
Association and the RCH Institute but all
would be naught if it wasn't for the
direct contribution of Artifacts,
memorabilia, and photos. There is one
individual from the 17". DYRCH. who
has been a constant advocate of the




Museum. He has donated all of his
family’s Service Medals, memorabilia
and has made sizeable donations to the
Museum. This Gentlemen is Duncan
Munro. As the curator I really appreciate
the support that Duncan has given over
the years.

Don Greene would also like to extend
his appreciation to Gerry & Doris
Richards for their contribution of
Artifacts & Donation. Thanks to our
President Alan Canavan for his recent
donation to the Museum as well.

As usual the Museum is still looking for
artifacts, memorabilia, photos, and
historical war items. No item is too big
or too small, everything is appreciated.
All items we acquire help us enhance
the historical value of our Museum for
your benefit.

Don Greene would love to show off your
museum - so if you are in the Montreal
area please call him at (450) 671-4732
and he will gladly make arrangements.

Cpl. L. Jefferson

Memorial cross

Canadian Army Memorial Cross was
issued to the family of Cpl. Lawrence
Jefferson. Cpl. Jefferson’s niece Janet
Jefferson sent me a letter which
included the copy describing the
honour. It goes on to say — On this
Remembrance Day 2005, when we
honour the memory of our family
member, we also hold in fond
Remembrance the gallantry of the 114
men of the 7. reconnaissance regt.,
17™. Duke of York’s Royal Canadian
Hussars, who gave their lives for their
comrades, their regiment and their
country.

Ralph Warren who was second in
command at the time praises Cpl.
Jefferson as good soldier, a non
bragger, and did not bitch much. He
went about his job as a good student of
the Army. Ernie Moore & Ed Wellington
were also on duty when Cpl. Jefferson
suffered a concussion and died July 9,
1944



MEETINGS, GATHERINGS, AND COFFEE
BREAKS FOR 2006

EXECUTIVE MEETINGS: January 3",
March 7%, April 4™, October 3", and
November 71",

OFFICERS SPRING MESS DINNER: April /|
29,

ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING:
May 2",

It's your Association’s Annual Meeting
and Elections of the Executive. It all
takes place at 2.00 p.m. at the
Armoury on Cote des Neiges Road in
the Officers Mess. Bar will be open.
President, Alan Canavan would like to
see a strong turnout!.

VE CEREMONY: May 8". 10.30 a.m.
Hemmingford Legion.

ANNUAL REUNION:

June 3", is our annual reunion. The
last two years produced an V]
overflowing crowd. It's a great bash,
so call your buddies and inform them
about this year’s gathering at the

Cote des Neiges Armoury. Please

note; we will be eating at 13.30 this
year, and we suggest arriving at 12
noon!

ANNUAL COMMERATIVE CEREMONY AT
POINTE CLAIRE:

June 5™ at the Field of Honour.
FLAG DAY CEREMONY: June 6%,
Hemmingford Legion 10.30 a.m.
WRAP-UP MEETING: June 13",
hrs.

10.00

CORN ROAST:

August 17*, (Thursday) Corn Roast at
Hemmingford, Quebec. It begins at 12
noon! The Legion is located at 486

Champlain Street.

REMEMBRANCE DAY: November 11", at

the Armoury /
COFFEE BREAKS: Every last Thursday of
the Month

INSTITUTE LUNCHEONS: Every first /
Friday of the Month.

How “bout this weather? Did you \
realize this is the first snow job in
weeks that hasn't come from
Washington?

I use to put snow tires on my car,
but they're no good. They melt.

There are only three ways to be
warm and comfortable on a day like
this: put on heavy woolen clothing;
drink lots of hot steaming liquids;
and just as you're about to open the
door to go out — don't!

I'll tell you how bad the weather has
been. Yesterday I was mugged for
my snow shovel.

NEW FORMAT : - In order to keep our
cost down the Trumpeter you received
today will enable us to save a few
dollars. Yes, the economy of scale has
reached our shores.

CONTACTS: President Alan Canavan @
(514) 486-7187

Secretary & Membership, Doreen Riley
(450) 466-2992

Treasurer, Ken Hawhurst (514) 489-
9677

Trumpeter Jock Pichette (514) 583-
5404 or pijas@videotron.c

Or by mall 302 Grosvenor Avenue,
Beaconsfield, QC HOW 1S5




