THE TRUMPETER

Summer Special

50 years of Amalgamation

50ans d’amalgamation

The Last Thursday of each month it's ays cee time at Picasso’s,
Come join us.




Dear Members,

First of all, we would like to inform you
that Jock Pichette has taken a well earned
retirement as Editor of the Trumpeter. As you
must be aware, it is a time consuming job and
Jock has devoted his heart and soul to it over
the last few years. We know he was greatly
appreciated by all his readers and we thank him
for the work he has done. In recognition of his
contribution to the organization, a plague was

given to honor him at the recent Annual Reunion

in June.

: We are in the process of trying to obtain
another editor a job that is not going to be easy
to fill. Realizing the value of The Trumpeter to
all of us, we have formed a committee that will
try and fill Jock’s shoes.

We would like to thank Gordon Weekes
who has volunteered to fill the position in the
interim.

Your contributions to The Trumpeter will =~ -
be well received. If you have any war stories
you wish to share or even a small up-date
advising your current health, interests or where
about; I'm sure our members will be interested in
hearing about one another. Contact addresses
are listed further in The Trumpeter.

We sincerely hope you are in fine form
and are enjoying the summer months.

Kind regards,
The Trumpeter Committee

The 64" Annual Reunion
By Alan Canavan

The 64™ Annual Reunion of the Royal
Canadian Hussars Association took placed on
Saturday 7" June in the Combined Officers’ &
NCOs Mess of .the Cote Des Neiges Armoury.
Dinner was served about 1330 hrs and was very
good indeed. The men attending were allowed
to remove their jackets due to the warmth of the
day. President Allan Canavan welcomed all that
attended and mentioned those in particular from
out of town. He also said that he had heard from
Ernie Moore of Florida and due to booking
problems with the airlines, Ernie and Shirley,
unfortunately, could not be with us. Ernie
however, sent his best wishes fo all and wished
the well. The President then introduced the
head table. These included the Honorary
Colonel Fraser Martin and his wife Anna Mae,
LCol Cyrice Lelivere and Anna Maria, President
Canavan and Irene and Don Greene. Our Hon
[LCol Karl Kramell was in Ottawa and could not
be with us. One of the large groups was that of
Bob Day, and it was good to meet up with them.

Hyman Zweigs appeared to have a flock of -

Zweigs. That table was one that you didn’t fool

around with; they all seemed big. Of course
Florence kept an eye on all that went on. The
Regimental Museum was open and Don
Greene, our Curator, showed a number of our
guests around. Word back, was that they were
very impressed. Ther e were two toasts give -
during the dinner. The first was the Toast to tho
Queen, given by Hon Col Fraser Martin. The
second was the Toast to our Fallen Comrades
was given by President Alan Canavan. To
round out matters, a plaque was presented to
Jacques Pichette for all the great work he did as
the Editor of the “Trumpeter.” Unfortunately
Jacques had to relinquish his duties as Editor
and we shall miss him greatly. ,

As President | would like to thank all
those that contrivuted to the success-of -this
Reunion. In particular three names came to
mind, these are Steve Barrette, Don Green and
Ken Hawkhurst, who looked after the money as
well as the name tags.

Regards,
Alan Canavan
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Editorial

Doreen Riley and her husband John Riley along
with their friends Ben and Marilyn Huot, paid a
visit to Normandy this year and brought back
some stunning photographs of the region. | had
Enjoy.

Interim Editor, Gordon Weekes Jr.

a hard time choosing which ones should make it
into this edition. Rest assured that you will be
seeing more photos in the coming issues.
Following is a narrative of their trip.




VISIT TO NORMANDY
By John and Doreen Riley

For more than ten years Doreen and | have dreamed
of traveling to Normandy to visit the places where
Doreen's father-in-law, George Dunlop, fought with
his buddies of the 17th Hussars and the rest of the
allied armies to free Europe from the hands of the

3zis. During this past winter friends of ours, Ben
and Marilyn Huot mentioned their desire to visit the
battlefields where their grandfathers fought in World
War 1. This conversation led to our plan to travel
together and accomplish both goals.

On June 5th we took off for Paris and after a
short stop to visit Monet's gardens at Giverny we
reached our first stop, Le Manoir a little village 5 km
from the landing place of the Canadian Army on D-
Day. We planned our trip so that our first stop would
not only close to Juno Beach at Courseulles sur Mer,
but close enough to visit some other historic places
o the west - Mont Saint-Michei, and Dinan.

On June 7, 2008 after sightseeing in those

towns we headed west toward the D-Day beaches.
Before reaching them we stopped in Bayeux which
was one of the goals of the Americans and British in
1944,
After viewing the Bayeux tapestry we luckily got to
see the D-Day parade of historic vehicles that
passed through town on that day. Tens of thousands
of people turned out to see the cavalcade of military
vehicles, trucks, jeeps, tanks, half-tracks and
ambulances, pass through the streets. Flags of the
"ree main allied countries, Canada the U.S. and
_ritain were waved patriotically by the crowds as the
vehicles made their slow progression over the
cobblestone streets.

The following day we visited the Juno Beach
Centre where we spotted the beret of Duncan Munro
of the 17th Hussars that was on display. Later we
headed to Longues sur Mer where there were
concrete German bunkers that still contained the
guns that rained fire on our soldiers when they
landed in 1944. These batteries were full of shell
holes, and it must have taken a lot of Allied soldiers
to capture them on that fateful day.

The following morning we headed for the
Cemetery at Beny sur Mer where we hoped to find
some of the graves of fallen members of the 17th
Hussars. It was an extremely moving experience to
walk among the rows of Canadian soldiers who had
paid the extreme sacrifice for our country. The one
thing that made the visit bearable was the
immaculate state in which the cemetery was kept.
Beautiful flowers bioomed in front of every
headstone. The only thing negative was the fact that
a lot of the lettering on the headstones is fading with
time. | hope the government makes it a priority to
replace all of these makers.

We found the graves of three Hussars,
William Millington, George Philip and D.C. Turner.
We probably could have found more if | hadn't had to
do one other thing in the cemetery.

| am a member of my home town's historical
society and about a year ago someone had sent me
a Hamilton, Ontario newspaper article that
mentioned that Reginald Slaney, one of five brothers
from my hometown, Greenfield Park, who had fought
in WW2, had mentioned to one of his brothers that
he had a premonition that he wouldn't survive D-Day.




He told his brother he wasn't afraid of dying, but he
would have liked. to be buried in our community. In
the Hamilton article a member of his family said
they'd love to have some soil from Greenfield Park
put on his grave. .

Since | knew where the Slaney family had
lived, the night before 1 left for Europe | went to the
empty lot where their house had stood and dug up a
little dirt and spooned it into a small pill container. As
| didn't want to bring any bugs or bacteria into France
| took the container home, added a céupl'e of drops
of water and placed the container in the microwave.
However | made a big mistake, | left the cover on.
After 26 seconds the top of the container exploded
off coating the microwave with mud. Doreen was not
very pleased. After spending forty-five minutes
cleaning the mess up | had to go back to the empty
lot in the dark to get some more dirt. When | brought
it home | micro-waved it four times with the cap off
leaving a considerable time after each cooking for it
to cool off. Then | packed it in my suitcase and
hoped I'd be able to get it to Europe.

It made it to France and on that day we
visited Beny sur Mer, | found the grave of Reginald
Slaney's who had fought with the Winnipeg Rifles,
and sprinkled a little soil from his back yard on his
final resting place. Since 17th Hussars Millington and
Philp were also from my hometown | sprinkled a little
on their graves as well. | hope they don't mind that it
came from Reggie's back yard.

After leaving the cemetery we drove down the
country roads where the Hussars had fought. These
included Creuilly, Thaon, Villons les Buissons,
Cairon, Lasson, Rosel, Rots, Gruchy, Authie and
Buron. In Rosel we met an elderly gentleman and
woman who told us of their experiences as
youngsters in occupied France.

Since we had to make it to Neufchatel en
Brais by a certain time we couldn't stop in Caen
where the regiment did some of their most difficult
fighting. After a two hour drive we reached our next
objective. On the way into town we spotted the
monument to the Duke of York 17th Hussars who
lost three brave men as they entered to liberate the
town.

In Neufchatel we visited Mr. Maurice Quillion
who had been a member of the French resistance
during the war. He and his daughter Nelly treated us
graciously in his dining room where we had a couple
of drinks that he requested we have with him.

After an hour or so we headed for the
Somme, where some of the worst battles of World
War 1 took place. We stopped at more than ten
battlefields where Canadian soldiers died in the
Great War. Our friends Ben and Marilyn visited spots

like Albert and Inchy en Artois where their
grandparents had fought.

In Amiens we visited one of the most
beautiful buildings I've ever seen. Thank goodness it
wasn't damaged in either war. My uncle, who was :
pilot in World War 1 was stationed in Amiens 7 miles
from the front. | know this from the diary he kept.

One of the most interesting battlefields was
Beauriont Hame! where more than 80% of the
Newfoundlanders who went into battle didn't return. It
was also the first place where we got to see the
trenches of the Great War. But it was not the last.
We saw them again at Vimy Ridge and at Sanctuary
Woods in Belgium near Ypres.

Vimy Ridge was by far the most impressive
monument to the soldiers of any country of World
War 1. Canadians can feel proud that the sacrifice of
its young men was honoured with such a beautiful
monument. At Vimy we also got to go underground
to see the tunnels that enabied soldiers to get to the
front lines for attacks that in most cases had no hope
of succeeding. In Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest
Commonwealth Cemetery of World War 1 we saw
the graves of about 15,000 men who died trying to
capture a hill only about 20 feet high, defended by
Germans in concrete bunkers with many machine
guns.

We only had eleven days for our whole trip so
time was running out. Two of our last three da *
were spent in the beautiful city of Bruges Belgium. 1
would have liked to visit the nearby Leopold Canal
and the Schelde Estuary where the 17th Hussars did
a lot of tough fighting in the winter of 1944-45. Time
however was a limiting factor, so we'll have to save it
for another trip when we can also travel to the
Netherlands where the regiment often led the
Canadian Army into many cities and towns.




Duncan Munro’s Beret and Uniform

Doreen in front of Monument

Vimy Memorial For the 17" DYRCH

These are just a few of the absolutely splendid photos brought back by Doreen and her husband John
from their trip to Normandy. | will certainly be showing you more in the up coming issues of the

trumpeter.

****************************************************************

Celebrating 50 years of Amalgamation - Célébrant 50ans d’amalgamation

The Commanding Officer and all the Members of

The Royal Canadian Hussars (Montreal)
Request the pleasure of your company at
The Trooping of the Guidon Parade
Celebrating 50 years of Amalgamation
To be held at the Armoury
4185 Cote-des-Neiges
Saturday the 20th of September 2008 at 1 PM

(Dress Medals and Blazers)

Followed by the Cavalry Ball

The Royal Canadian Hussars (Montreal)

Cordially request the pleasure of your company and
your guest at

The Regimental Cavalry ball
Celebrating 50 years of Amalgamation
To be held at
Hotel Hilton Doubletree
On the 20 September 2008
18h30 for 19h00

Cover: $85.00
Dress: No 2, 2B, Patrols Dress, Black tie Tickets:
514-496-2021 Local 222




Dates of importance

Monthly coffee break are held on the last Thursday of each month for 1000 hrs at Picasso Restaurant.

~ September
o 5" Institute Lunch, CDN Armoury 1200 hrs
e 20" Regimental Change of RSM Parade.
Armoury 1300 hrs.
e Calvary Ball, Hifton Double Tree Hotel, 1830 -
- 1900 hrs.
e 25" Regimental Association Breakfast, Picasso’s
- 1000 hrs.
October
e 3" Institute Lunch, CDN Armoury 1200 hrs.
e 7" Association Executive Meeting, Armoury 1000
hrs.
e 21% RCAC Mess Dinner, Ottawa.
s 30" Association Breakfast, Picasso’s 1000 hrs.

Sick Parade

Henry (Peter) Amsden - Residence Baniteau Mario,
St. Leonard, Quebec

Cyril Martin, Alex Muir, George Yorgan, Bruce
Blandford, Luc Rene du Cotret - St. Anne's Hospital, -
Montreal, Quebec

Joseph Oswald Melanson - George Dumont
Hospital, Moncton, N.B.

Membership

Paid Up members: 155
Unpaid Members: 33
Widows 25
Total: 213

November
e 4" Association Executive Meeting, Armoury 1000
hrs.
7" Institute Lunch; CDN Armoury 1200 hrs
o 11" Remembrance Day.
27" Association Breakfast, Picasso’s 1000 hrs.
December
5" |nstitute Lunch, CDN Armoury 1200 hrs.

®

@

e 13" Men’s Christmas Dinner, Armoury 1200 hrs.
o 18" Association Breakfast, Picasso’s 1000 hrs.
e Note: one week earlier.

Last Post

" Cliff Adams, Rosemere, Quebec
-Dennis Bardell, La Verne, California

William Bradbury, Burlington, Ontario

Morris H. Barrons, Dorval Quebec

Keith N. Dixon, Owen Sound, Ontario

Sydney Lucas, Bedford, Quebec

Charles McKeirnan, Dollard des Ormeaux, Quebec
Myer Vexler, Ottawa, Ontario

Nancy Hamilton - Widow of Cecil Hamilton,
Hemmingford, Quebec '

Donations
D. Hague, Greenfield Park, Quebec,
V. Young, Belleveille, Ontario

If you have any comments stories and information you wish to pass on to the other members of the association or
just want to say hello please contact me and | will do my best to answer all requests.

Interim Editor Contact info;

Gordon Weekes Jr. |
5355 Victoria Ave Apt. #5
Montréal, Québec. H3W 2P2

514-239-2391 g.weekes@sympatico.ca




