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ROYAL CANADIAN HUSSARS ASSOCIATION
NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE

Spring

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT STEVEN BARRETTE

Hello fellow Hussars and spring
has finally arrived.

Your executive has been very
busy preparing for the 2019
season. We hope to see you at
our events.

ASSOCIATION CALENDAR

Here is the schedule of the activities for the coming
months. We encourage all members to attend.

April 25, Breakfast PJ’s Pub 09h00,

April 28t Regimental Smoker 13h00 CDN Armoury,

May 4t AGM & Reunion CDN Armoury 11h00 AGM
Followed by a Luncheon at 12 noon,

May 8t, VE Day Ceremony, @ Hemmingford 11h00,
May 30 Breakfast PJ’s Pub 09h00,

June 6t Veterans Flag Day 11h00, Visit 17t Hussars
graves in Hemmingford Cemetery,

June 17th, RCAC Golf tournament, Uplands Golf Club
Ottawa, Ontario

June 27th Breakfast PJ’s Pub 09h00,

July 13%, Hemmingford Legion and RCH Golf Tournament,
Hemmingford,

July 25% Breakfast PJ’s Pub 09h00,

July 26, Henry Sampson Golf tournament, Smiths Falls,
Ontario,

July 27th, RCAC BBQ, Perth, Ontario,

August 11t United Nation Peacekeepers Ceremony
14h00, Hemmingford Legion,

August 24th, Association Corn Roast 11h00, Hemmingford
Legion,
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REGIMENTAL NEWS & PROMOTINS

We would like to
welcome Lena Gabriela
Diaz born January 25t
2019 at 0916 hrs, 8 Ibs,
3 oz. To Cpl King,
mother and daughter
are greeted by LCol
Funk, congratulations.

PROMOTIONS & AWARDS

Promoted to
Corporal Lalonde,
Suntharalingam
and Zoni.

During the NCO Mess
Diner held on March 16t
2019. RSM O’Donnell
was given his CD2 by
LCol Funk,
congratulations.
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The RSM
was
pleased
topresent
on behalf
of the
NCO’s a
gift to our
Guest of
Honor
CWO Kent
Clapham
Army
Reserve

The Brigade RSM
Chevalier presented
CWO Denis Lessard with
the 34t Brigade RSM
Challenge Coin for his
continuing support to
helping MWO'’s and
CWO'’s course for the
good of the corps.

Sgt Barrette with the
34t Brigade RSM
Challenge Coin for his
outstanding support as
Squadron Sergeant
Major to the RCH &
Regiment de Hull recce

s troop during exercise
Fighting Warrior, held in Fort Pickett Virginia
during January 2019.

Former and present RSM’s of the Regiment at the
NCO Diner March 2019 CWO Savage, RSM Chevalier,
CWO (HLCol) Ciarroni, Adjuc Vivier, RSM O’Donnell,
CWO Clapham (Guest of Honor) CWO Greene, CWO
Lessard and CWO Edwards
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A MESSAGE FROM THE HONORARY LCOL
CIARRONI

The Regiments Honorary
appointments, who are they and
what do they do. At various parades
and events the Honorary Colonel and
Lieutenant Colonel appear and speak
to members of the regiment or
association but what is their actual
involvement with the unit. In the
next few paragraphs I hope to
address some of those questions and perhaps concerns.

Who are they?

Colonel in Chief: Her Royal Highness, the Princess Royal,
Princess Anne;
Honorary Colonel:
(Ret'd)
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel:
Tasks:
The Honorary is seen to be the guardian of Regimental
traditions and history, promoting the regiment's identity
and ethos and being an advisor to the Commanding
Officer on virtually all issues excluding operations.

» Keepers of regimental traditions and
history;
Sounding Board for the Commanding
Officer;
Responsible for the Regimental Senate;
Access to the Army chain of command up
to and including the CDS & the Minister
Links to the Community; and
Principal support to the unit.

LCol Bernard J.A. Ciarroni OMM, CD

LCol Marie-Claude Jarry

vy vVvvy VY

Who gets appointed?

The Canadian tradition of appointing prominent and
influential Canadians as Honoraries to military units has
been a Government of Canada practice for over a
century. There are different types of honorary
appointments in the Canadian Army: Colonel-in-Chief,
Colonel of the Regiment, Honorary Colonel and Honorary
Lieutenant-Colonel. In the Reserve Army, units usually
have two honorary positions: Honorary Colonel and
Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel. Early in the 20th century in
Canada Sir Robert Borden described the practice of
appointing Honoraries as “of greatest advantage to the
Militia to be able to enlist the interest and sympathy of
gentleman of position and wealth by connecting them to
Regiments.” That sentiment remains true today. The
Honorary is seen to be the guardian of Regimental
traditions and history, promoting the regiment's identity
and ethos and being an advisor to the Commanding
Officer on virtually all issues excluding operations. Units
select individuals, often former serving members, who
they believe will best promote the interests of the unit
and request the approval for the honorary appointment
through the chain of command.
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VISITE A L'ANCIEN QUARTIER GENERAL DU
6™ DUKE QF CONNAUGHT'’S ROYAL CANADIAN
HUSSARS A MONT SAINT-HILAIRE

Le 19 mars 2019, trois membres de |'association des
anciens du Royal Canadian Hussars - le major (a la
retraite) Michel Abourousse, le caporal-chef (a la retraite)
Donald Pelletier et le colonel (a la retraite) John
Cochrane, ont été invités par Vidhan Carroll Guérin a se
rendre a la résidence Guérin au Mont Saint-Hilaire. La
résidence, un grand batiment en pierre situé sur le
versant sud du mont Saint-Hilaire, a été construite en
1848 pour servir en tant que moulin a farine pour la
seigneurie de Campbell. Il fonctionna jusque vers 1919,
date a laquelle l'industrialisation le rendit obsoléte. En
1929, le batiment a été acheté par Thomas Guérin et
converti en résidence secondaire. Entre 1929 et 1936, la
maison servit également de quartier général du 6t Duke
of Connaught’s Royal Canadian Hussars.

Dans lI'ordre habituel : Donald Pelletier, Michel
Abourousse, William Carswell, Carroll Guérin et
John Cochrane

Carroll est la fille de Thomas Guérin, commandant du 6"
Duke of Connaught’s Royal Canadian Hussars de 1934 a
1936, une période critique pour l'unité en voie de
réactivation suite a une période dormante apres la
Premiére Guerre mondiale. A la fin de cette période,
I'unité est fusionnée avec le 1st Armoured Car Regiment
et déménage dans un manége militaire situé sur la rue
Saint-Mathieu a Montréal. Thomas a également été
colonel honoraire de 'unité de 1948 a 1954. Au cours de
sa vie civile, Thomas a été homme d’affaires, homme
politique, diplomate, professeur d’histoire et auteur. Au
cours de la Seconde Guerre mondiale, il a servi au
Canada, car une blessure vécue lors d’un accident
équestre I'a empéché de se porter volontaire pour le
service actif a I'étranger.

Carroll, sa fille cadette, est née en 1936. Elle se souvient
comment l'influence militaire de son pére a impacté son
éducation pendant la guerre. Son peére lui a appris a tirer
et a monter des chevaux. Chaque dimanche, sa famille
assistait a la messe a I'église locale de Saint-Hilaire,
déjeunait puis se déplacait vers la cour arriére pour des
pratiques de tir. Son pére invitait régulierement ses deux
jeunes filles a participer. Carroll a donc commencé a tirer
avec un pistolet de calibre .22 a I'dge de six ans. La
séance de tir a duré plus d'une heure, ce qui a permis a
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Carroll de devenir un trés bon tireur, mais sa sceur
n’‘avait aucun intérét. Le pere de Carroll a également
gardé deux chevaux - Beauty et Baby - dans une écurie
prés de la maison et lui a appris a monter. Il a insisté
pour qu'elle monte comme un lancier, utilisant une selle
anglaise, tout en gardant la main droite libre et en
contrélant le cheval uniguement avec sa main gauche. Le
week-end, la famille se rendait régulierement en voiture
de Montréal au mont Saint-Hilaire. Dans les premiéres
années, en été, ils traversaient la riviére sur un
traversier, mais en hiver, ils traversaient un pont de
glace. Les dimanches, pendant les étés, les filles et leur
meére - Alice - se rendaient souvent au camp de Farnham
pour rendre visite a leur pére, qui commandait
I'organisme de formation des officiers canadiens
(C.0.T.C.). Lors d'une de ces visites, Carroll se souvient
d’avoir vu des prisonniers dans un camp d’internement
situé a proximité. Les internés portaient tous une
combinaison bleue avec un gros point rouge sur le dos.
Elle se souvient avoir été traumatisée par le fait que sa
meére lui ait dit que le point devait servir de cible si I'un
des prisonniers s'échappait.

En grandissant, Carroll se souvient que ses parents
avaient une vie sociale active a Montréal et a Saint-
Hilaire. En ville, la famille accueillait réguli€rement des
visiteurs liés au réle de Thomas en tant que consul
général du consulat autrichien a Montréal. Ils étaient
également proches d'amis d'officiers de I'armée et de
leurs familles, notamment les généraux Vanier, Panet et
LaFleche. La sceur ainée de Carroll, Alice, épouse le fils
ainé du général LaFleche. A Saint-Hilaire, les Guérins ont
eu des contacts réguliers avec les Gaults et d'autres
habitants de la montagne. Des membres du régiment et
d'autres invités étaient régulierement invités a la
résidence pour des diners. Carroll se souvient de I'un de
ces événements et avait vu son pére essayer de guider
I'un des chevaux - Beauty - dans la salle a manger. Le
cheval n'en voulait aucune part et continuait a s'élever
sur ses pattes postérieures devant la porte d'entrée. Ce
cheval était particulierement tétu et aimait donner des
coups de pied, mais était néanmoins chéri. Plus tard dans
la vie, sa maitresse (Carroll) est devenue membre du
Club de chasse a courre de Montréal avant de s'installer
en Europe. Apres avoir terminé ses études secondaires au
Canada, a 18 ans, elle est allée en Italie pendant un an
pour étudier dans un institut d'art a Rome, géré a
I'époque par des religieuses francaises. A une occasion,
lorsque les sceurs I'ont autorisée a étre escortée par I'un
des jeunes hommes de la paroisse locale, elle a pu
montrer ses prouesses au tir, développées avec l'aide de
son pére. Le jeune couple a visité une exposition locale
ou Carroll a entendu un groupe d'hommes participer a
une compétition de tir. Elle était attirée par I'événement,
malgré les efforts persistants et presque désespérés de
son escorte pour la guider dans la direction opposée. Elle
a finalement été capable de participer et a atteint chaque
cible qui lui avait été présentée, sous les
applaudissements de la foule. Quand elle a gagné un prix,
I'exploitant du kiosque a d{i improviser car il n'avait
jamais eu a présenter un prix a un jeune pupille d'un
couvent, et n'avait par conséquent offert que de I'alcool
et des cigarettes comme prix. Son pére l'avait
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surnommeée Annie Oakley, et ce jour-1a, cela semblait
presque vrai.

Carroll a poursuivi ses études en psychologie en
Angleterre, puis a obtenu un doctorat dans un domaine
connexe. Par la suite, elle a collaboré a la mise en place
et a I'administration de communautés thérapeutiques en
Angleterre et en Italie.

Carroll a mené une vie trés différente de celle de ses
parents. Aujourd'hui, elle est leader communautaire au
sein d'une organisation internationale de guérison, le
Cercle des amis de Bruno Groning. Grace a sa formation,
elle s'est engagée a aider les gens a surmonter leurs
souffrances physiques, principalement par le biais de la
meéditation et d'autres techniques spirituelles et mentales.
La résidence est réguliérement utilisée comme centre de
guérison et lieu de rencontre pour les professionnels
ayant un intérét commun pour la guérison. Carroll est
également une promotrice des arts et de la musique dans
sa communauté. Elle est trés reconnaissante envers ses
parents qui lui ont donné la liberté de suivre son propre
chemin et qui ne semblaient jamais trop se préoccuper de
la maniere dont ils seraient pergus par la société.

Carroll, nous vous remercions d’avoir partagé vos
histoires sur les liens de votre famille avec le Royal
Canadian Hussars.

VISIT TO THE 6™ DUKE OF CONNAUGHT'’'S
ROYAL CANADIAN HUSSARS' FORMER
HEADQUARTERS IN MONT SAINT-HILAIRE

On March 19%, 2019, three members of the Royal
Canadian Hussars Association — Major (retired) Michel
Abourousse, Master-Corporal (retired) Donald Pelletier
and Colonel (Retired) John Cochrane, were invited by
Vidhan Carroll Guérin to visit the Guérin residence in
Mont Saint-Hilaire. The residence, a large stone building
located high on the southern slope of Mont Saint-Hilaire,
was originally constructed in 1848 as a grist mill for the
Campbell seigneury. It operated until around 1919, when
industrialisation made it obsolete. In 1929, the building
was purchased by Thomas Guérin, and converted into a
secondary residence. Between 1929 and 1936, the house
was also used as the Headquarters of the 6t Duke of

's Royal Canadian Hussars.

Front view of the Guérin re§idénc in Mont-Saint-
Hilaire

The Trumpeter

Carroll is the daughter of Thomas Guérin who served as
the commanding officer of the 6t Duke of Connaught’s
Royal Canadian Hussars from 1934 to 1936, a critical
period for the unit when it was being reactivated after a
dormant period after the First World War. At the end of
this period, the unit was amalgamated with the 1st
Armoured Car Regiment, and moved to an armoury on St
Matthew Street in Montreal. Thomas also served as the
unit’s Honorary Colonel from 1948 to 1954. In his civilian
life, Thomas was a businessman, politician, diplomat,
history professor and an author. During the Second
World War, he served in in Canada, as a riding injury
prevented him from volunteering for active duty
overseas.

Carroll, his younger daughter, was born in 1936. She
remembers how her father’s military involvement affected
her upbringing during the war. Her father taught her
both how to shoot and how to ride. Every Sunday, her
family would attend mass at the local church in Saint-
Hilaire, have breakfast and then move to the back yard
for shooting practice. Regularly, her father invited his
two young daughters to participate, so that Carroll
started shooting with a .22 caliber pistol at the age of six.
The shooting practice lasted over an hour, allowing her to
become a very good shot, but her sister had no interest.
Carroll’s father also kept two horses - Beauty then Baby -
in a stable near the house and taught her how to ride.

He insisted that she ride like a lancer, using an English
saddle but keeping her right hand free and controlling the
horse using only her left hand. On weekends, the family
regularly travelled by car from Montreal to Mont Saint-
Hilaire. In the early years, in the summer they crossed
the river on a ferry boat, but in winter they crossed on an
ice bridge. On Sundays, during the summers, the girls
and their mother - Alice - travelled to camp Farnham to
visit their father, who commanded the Canadian Officer
Training Corps (C.0.T.C.) there. On one of the family’s
visits, Carroll recalls seeing prisoners in a near-by
internment camp. The internees were all wearing blue
coveralls with a large red circle on the back. She
remembers being deeply shocked when she was told by
her mother that the circle was intended to act as a target
if any of the prisoners escaped.

While growing up, Carroll remembers that her parents
had an active social life in Montreal and Saint-Hilaire. In
town, the family regularly hosted visitors related to
Thomas' role as the consul-general for the local Austrian
consulate. They were also close friends with other
military officers and their families, including Generals
Vanier, Panet and LaFleche. Carroll’s older sister Alice
married the eldest son of General LaFleche. In Saint-
Hilaire, the Guérins regularly interacted with the Gaults
and other mountain residents. Members of the regiment
and other guests were invited to the residence for
dinners. Carroll remembers at one of these events
seeing her father trying to lead one of the horses -
Beauty - into the dining room. The horse was having no
part of it, and kept rearing up on her hind legs outside
the front door. That horse was particularly stubborn and
liked to kick, but was cherished nonetheless. Later in life,
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her mistress (Carroll) became a member of the Montreal
Hunt before moving to Europe.

After completing her secondary studies in Canada, at 18,
Carroll went to Italy for a year to study at an art institute
in Rome managed at that time by French nuns. On one
occasion, when the sisters allowed her to be escorted out
by one of the young men in the local parish, she was able
to display her shooting prowess, which had been
developed with the help of her father. The young couple
visited a local fair where Carroll heard a group of men
participating in a shooting competition. She was drawn
to the event, despite the persistent and almost desperate
efforts of her escort to steer her in the other direction.
She was eventually allowed to participate, and hit every
single target that was presented to her, to the cheers of
the gathering crowd. When she won a prize, the operator
of the kiosk had to improvise because up to that point he
had never had to present a prize to the young ward of a
convent, and consequently had only offered liquor and
cigarettes as prizes. Her father had nick-named her
Annie Oakley, and that day, it seemed almost true.

Carroll continued her studies in England in psychology,
and later obtained a doctorate in a related field. She
then assisted in the establishment and administration of
therapeutic communities in England and Italy.

Carroll has pursued a life very different to that of her
parents. Today she is a community leader of an
International Healing Organisation - The Bruno Groening
Circle of Friends. Using her training, she is dedicated to
helping people overcome physical suffering, principally
through the use of meditation and other mental and
spiritual techniques. The Guérin residence is regularly
used as a healing centre and a meeting place for
professionals with a common interest in healing. Carroll
is also a promoter of arts and music in her community.
She is very grateful to her parents who gave her the
freedom to follow her own path and who never seemed to
be overly concerned about how they would be perceived
by society.

Carroll, we thank you for sharing your stories about your
family’s connections with the Royal Canadian Hussars.

ANNUAL RANGE TRAINING

Every year, members from the Royal Canadian Hussars
must maintain a high level of Individual Battle Task Skills
(IBTS) which evaluates their readiness to take part in
field operations. Proficiently handling the personal
service rifle C7A2 is part of the assessed IBTS. The
Regimental Gunnery Sergeant (RGS), Sgt Bilodeau, has
been routinely training members on the regimental Small
Arms Trainor (SAT) system in preparation for the C7 live
firing range.

This indispensable training has brought forth the
members firing abilities exceptional results.

The unit was tasked by the 34™ Brigade, to organize and
conduct a level 3 C7A2 live firing range in Farnham,
Quebec from March 22" to 24% 2019. This level of
professional weapon training measures the member’s
physical endurance and the application of skillful firing
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principles. The tedious training received by the members
has proven to be very resourceful as six Hussars were
granted the title of marksmanship. These members have
shown great diligence, forbearance and grit during their
range performance. These qualities considerably
characterize the essence of being a Royal Canadian
Hussars.

Les membres du Royal Canadian Hussars doivent
maintenir annuellement leurs compétences des normes
individuelles et aptitudes au combat (NIAC). Cette norme
assure la d’employabilité de chaque soldat. L'une de ces
normes vise a évaluer les compétences a utiliser
efficacement I'arme réglementaire, le fusil C7A2. Le
sergent Bilodeau, attitré sergent de canonnerie
régimentaire (SCR) au mois de septembre 2018, a
conduit plusieurs exercices de tir au simulateur d’armes
Iégéres (SAL). Les soldats ont été mis a I’épreuve afin de
perfectionner leurs principes de tir pour en ressortir avec
un nombre exceptionnel de résultat.

Le Royal Canadian Hussars a été demandé par le 34i¢me
Groupe Brigade du Canada d’organiser et de conduire un
champ de tir niveau 3 réel a Farnham, Québec, du 22 au
24 mars 2019. Ce champ de tir regroupait plusieurs
membres participants des unités de la brigade. Ces
exercices de tir examinent les compétences des tireurs
durant une épreuve physique. Les entrainements au
simulateur ont su porter fruit a six membres du régiment
qui ont démontrés d’excellentes compétences de tir. Ces
tireurs peuvent maintenant arborer I'écusson de tireur
d’élite sur leur uniforme. Les efforts soutenus de ces
membres définissent sans équivoque |'essence d’étre un
Royal Canadian Hussars.

Sgt Julien Bilodeau

Armoured Corps Golf Tournament

Royal Canadian Armoured Corps
trust 2019 Golf Tournament,
being held at the Hylands Golf
Club, 2101 Alert Road, Ottawa
June 17, 2019

Early Bird Entry* $110.00, per
golfer Golf, Cart, and Dinner.
Dinner $40

Early bird entries should be
submitted before April 15, 2019. All
entries received after April 15, 2019 $125.00, per golfer

Please send a cheque payable to The Armour Branch
Trust to:

Sgt. Steven Barrette

RCAC Association

4185 Cote des Neiges Road
Montreal, Quebec H3H 1X2

Email money transfers may be sent to Sgt. Steve
Barrette at; Steven.barrette@gmail.com
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HEMMINGFORD & ASSOCIATION GOLF

TOURNAMENT

The
Hemmingford
Legion is
holding a golf
tournament
on July 13t
cost approx.
$80.00.

This includes 18 holes of Golf with
cart, playing on the member’s
course, Dinner, free drink and a
prize for everyone, value of minimum $25.00.

Please contact Karl Kramell for details; contact
Karlheinz009@sympatico.ca

FORT PICKETT

The Regiment took part in Fighting Warrior 2019. The
armoured squadron of the 34t Brigade Battle Group
performed a convoy escort at Fort Pickett as part of
Exercise FIGHTING WARRIOR 2019.

An escort of more than
20 vehicles was organized
throughout the day. This
operation included
several obstacles such as
ambushes, roadblocks
and improvised
explosives as well as
searching prisoners.

Le régiment a pris part a I'exercice ‘'Fighting Warrior
2019” I'escadron blindé du groupement tactique du 34e
Groupe-brigade. Une de nous tache principale étais
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d’organisé une escorte de convoi a Fort Pickett dans le
cadre de l'exercice.

Une escorte de
plus de 20
véhicules a été
organisée tout au
long de la
journée. Cette
opération
comprenait
plusieurs
obstacles tels que

: des embuscades,
des barrages routiers et des explosifs improvisés et foui
de prisonnier.

N ————
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Sgt Barrette was
given the first
34th Brigade
Tactical Battle
Group Command
Team Coin, in
recognition for
his outstanding
support to the
exercise in his
role as Squadron
Sergeant Major
for the Armoured
Recce Squadron.
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MEMBERSHIP

We would like to welcome Gordon
Weeks to the position of membership
Chairmen Isabelle Chatillon is still on
our executive and will still assist
Gordon from Ottawa.

Once again its membership renewal
time, please mail payment for one
year’s membership $30.00 or lifetime
membership $150.00 payable in the
name of “The RCH Association” please
complete the information required below and forward to;

Gordon Weekes Chairmen
Membership

4185 Cote des Neiges Rd.
Montreal, Qc. H3H 1X2
geewee247@gmail.com

Members Name:
Address:

Postal Code:
Telephone Number:
E-Mail address:
Years of service:

LE SANG EST PLUS EPAIS QUE L'EAU, MEME POUR
LA CAVALERIE

Ceci est une histoire qui décrit comment une civile et son
cheval ont relevé un défi unique, ont aidé I'unité, et ont
confirmé le vieux proverbe que le sang est plus épais que
I'eau (les relations familiales sont plus fortes que les
autres types de relations). La civile en question était
Susan Dornan, la sceur du caporal-chef (a la retraite)
Allan Dornan.

L'histoire a commencé en 1999, quand un groupe de
hussards a décidé de former une troupe de cavalerie, de
se rendre a cheval a Summit Circle, a Westmount, et de
poser pour une photo semblable a celle prise en 1939,
lorsque le 172 Duke of York’s Royal Canadian Hussars a
agi en tant qu’escorte montée pour le roi et la reine lors
de leur visite a Montréal. La photo originale de |'escorte
est toujours dans le bureau du commandant.

Lors de la planification de la randonnée, des dispositions
ont été prises pour utiliser des chevaux provenant des
écuries de la police de la CUM sur le mont Royal, a
condition que les cavaliers soient entrainés. Pour former
les coureurs, chaque participant a été informé qu'il
devrait payer pour des cours d'équitation. Lorsque le
caporal-chef Allan Dornan a entendu cela, il a fait une
contre-offre consistant a demander a sa sceur Susan de
donner des legons d'équitation gratuites, a lui et a
d’autres membres de la troupe.

L'amour de Susan pour les chevaux a commencé trés
jeune, lorsque son pére a amené la famille au pique-
nique des employés du CN a Belmont Park. Au début, elle
montait les poneys attachés a un carrousel, mais elle a
vite remarqué ce qu'elle appelait les « gros chevaux »,
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qui étaient d'autres poneys dans un enclos ouvert. Quand
elle a grandi, elle a souvent loué des chevaux pour faire
des randonnées chez une écurie prés de chez elle a
Mascouche. Plus tard, elle a pris des lecons de chasseur /
sauteur chez une écurie de I'ouest de I'lle et a participé a
des compétitions équestres. Cette écurie dirigeait
également le programme d'équitation pour les étudiants
de I'Université McGill. On lui a donc demandé d'aider son
entraineur a enseigner a certains des étudiants a
apprentissage lent. Quelques années plus tard, une amie
a obtenu un nouveau cheval qui a récemment appris a
accepter un coureur sur son dos et cette amie a demandé
a Susan de l'aider a I'entrainer pour le saut d'obstacles.
En 1990, Susan a finalement acquis son propre cheval,
un American Quarter Horse enregistré nommé Thunder
Ray Mount. Il a d'abord été formé a la discipline Western
Pleasure, mais Susan I'a également entrainé a la selle
anglaise, aussi bien en plat qu'en sauts. Thunder était un
bon cheval qui pouvait étre tétu de temps en temps.
Lorsque Susan le montait, il la protégeait beaucoup, mais
guand les autres le montaient, il aimait jouer le role de
patron.
Susan a accepté la demande de son frére de former
environ la moitié des membres de la troupe, avec
Thunder, a I'écurie de Mascouche. Elle passa de
nombreuses heures a I'écurie a donner des legons
individuelles a chaque participante. Aprés une des lecons,
le lieutenant-colonel Bernie Ciarroni, commandant de
I’époque, a indiqué qu’il aurait souhaité la faire participer
a I'’événement en tant que membre honoraire de la
troupe montée, mais qu'il ne disposait pas de blues
supplémentaire pour elle. A ce moment-1a, son frére se
souvint qu'il avait une deuxiéme série de blues qui ne Iui
convenait plus, mais qui conviendrait certainement a sa
sceur. C'est ainsi qu'elle a rejoint le groupe le grand jour.
Sa premiére tache a été d'aider I'officier d'entrainement
de la CUM a faire correspondre les cavaliers aux
différents chevaux de police. Elle connaissait les capacités
de chacun des cavaliers qu'elle entrainait et elle faisait de
son mieux pour les faire correspondre aux chevaux
disponibles. Elle a pris le dernier cheval disponible, une
nouvelle acquisition au nom de Prestige. Prestige était un
Quarter Horse, qui avait été initialement entrainé pour les
compétitions de prise du veau au lasso. On avait prévenu
Susan que lors d'une de ses sorties, il avait écarté un
policier prés de Beaver Lake, puis s'était reculé comme
pour resserrer le lasso tenant un veau. En effet, Prestige
était trés nerveux. Il a hésité devant chaque trou
d'homme et véhicule bruyant le long de la route. Il lui a
fallu toutes ses compétences de cavalier pour garder le
cheval sur la bonne voie. Une fois que la troupe est
arrivée au Sommet, Susan a été invitée a se joindre au
groupe pour la photo, en reconnaissance de son aide, qui
a été grandement appréciée par les participants qu'elle
avait formés.
Susan a ensuite été invitée a participer en tant que
hussard honoraire a quelques événements publics. L'une
était une cérémonie a I’'hotel de ville, ol les membres du
Lord Strathcona's Horse étaient regus par le maire, I'autre
était un défilé a Hudson, ou elle recevait également |'un
des tapis de selle du RCH en remerciement, et un
troisieme était une compétition organisée par le Club de
chasse a courre de Lac des deux montagnes ou le
commandant du Royal Canadian Hussars a remis le
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trophée Green Hunter. Suite a tout cela, Susan a
continué a monter jusque vers 2015, lorsque son cheval

est décédé.

Nous vous remercions, Susan, pour votre aide dans la
réussite de la reconstitution ou de la cérémonie. C'était

trés apprécié.

A noter: une description plus détaillée des expériences
de la troupe de cavalerie de 1997 a 2004 se trouve
dans le livre intitulé: La cavalerie de Montréal -
L'histoire des Royal Canadian Hussars, qui sera publié
en 2020 par I'Institut de cavalerie de Montréal. Des
exemplaires peuvent étre commandés sur le site Web
de |'association des Royal Canadian Hussars.

Susan Dornan
and Thunder
Ray Mount /
Susan Dornan
et Thunder Ray
Mount

Susan Dornan
on Prestige at
Summit Circle
/ Susan
Dornan sur
Prestige au

Susan Dornan and
Master-Corporal
(retired) Allan
Dornan / Susan
Dornan et le
Caporal-chef (a la

Summit Circle retraite) Allan

Dornan

BLOOD IS THICKER THAN WATER, EVEN IN THE
CAVALRY

This is a story about how a civilian and her horse
accepted a unique challenge to help the unit, confirming
an old proverb that blood is thicker than water (family
relations are stronger than other types of relations). That
person was Susan Dornan, sister of Master-Corporal
(retired) Allan Dornan.

The story started in 1999, when a group of hussars
decided to form a mounted troop, conduct a ride to
Summit Circle in Westmount, and pose for a picture
similar to one taken in 1939, after the 17t Duke of York’s
Royal Canadian Hussars provided a mounted escort for
the King and Queen during their visit to Montreal. The
original picture of the escort still hangs in the
Commanding Officer’s office.

During the planning stages for the ride, arrangements
were made to use horses from the MUC Police stables on
Mount Royal, on the condition that the riders were
trained. To get the riders trained, each participant was
informed that he or she would have to pay for riding
lessons. When Master-Corporal Allan Dornan heard this,
he made a counter-offer, which was to ask his sister
Susan to provide free riding lessons for him and several
other members of the troop.

Susan’s love for horses started at a very young age,
when her father took the family to the CN employee
picnic held at Belmont Park. At first, she rode the ponies
that were attached to a carrousel but soon she spotted
what she referred to as, the “big horses” which were

The Trumpeter

other ponies in an open enclosure. When she grew older,
she often rented horses for trail riding at local stable near
her home in Mascouche. Later, she took hunter/jumper
lessons at a stable on the West Island and participated in
competitions. That stable also ran the equestrian
program for McGill University students so she was asked
to help her coach teach some of the slower-learning
students. A few years later, a friend obtained a new
horse that had recently learned to accept a rider on his
back and she asked Susan to help train it for equestrian
jumping. In 1990, Susan eventually acquired her own
horse, a registered American Quarter Horse named
Thunder Ray Mount. He was originally trained in Western
Pleasure discipline, but Susan trained him as well in
English saddle both on the flat and over jumps. Thunder
was a good horse who could be stubborn at times. When
Susan rode him, he was very protective of her, but when
others rode him, he liked to act as the boss.

Susan accepted her brother’s plea to train roughly half of
the members of the troop using Thunder at the
Mascouche stables. She spent many hours at the stables
giving individual lessons to each participant. After one of
the lessons, the then commanding officer, Lieutenant-
colonel Bernie Ciarroni, mentioned that he would have
like to have her participate in the event as an honorary
member of the mounted troop, however he did not have
an extra set of blues for her. At that point, her brother
remembered that he had a second set of blues which no
longer fit him, but would most certainly fit his sister and
that is how she got to join the group on the big day.

Her first task was to help the MUC training officer to
match the riders with the different police horses. She
knew the capabilities of each of the riders she trained,
and she did her best to help match their abilities with the
available horses. She took the last available horse, a
newly acquired Quarter Horse named Prestige, that had
originally been trained for calf-roping competitions. She
was warned that on one of his outings, he had bucked off
a police officer beside Beaver Lake, and then had backed
up as if to tighten the lasso holding a calf. Indeed,
Prestige was very skittish. He balked at every manhole
and noisy vehicle along the route. It took her all her
skills as a rider to keep the horse on track. Once the
troop arrived at the Summit, Susan was invited to join
the group for the picture, in recognition for her help,
which was greatly appreciated by the participants she had
trained.

Subsequently, Susan was invited to participate as an
honorary hussar in a couple of public events. One was a
ceremony at City Hall, where members of the Lord
Strathcona’s Horse were received by the Mayor, another
was a parade in Hudson where she was also presented
with one of the RCH saddle pads in thanks, and a third
was the Lake of Two Mountain Hunter Trials where the
Commanding Officer of the Royal Canadian Hussars
presented the Green Hunter Trophy. Subsequent to all of
this, Susan continued riding until around 2015, when her
horse passed away.

We thank you, Susan for your help in making the re-
enactment or the ceremonial ride a success. It was very
much appreciated.

Note: a more detailed description of the experiences of
the Cavalry troop from 1997 to 2004 can be found in
Spring 2019




the Book entitled: Montreal’s Cavalry — The History of
the Royal Canadian Hussars, to be published in 2020
by the Montreal Cavalry Institute. Copies can be
ordered on the Royal Canadian Hussars Association
website.
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REGIMENTAL KIT SHOP

The Regimental Kit Shop is open for business, we offer a
variety of items, and all can be obtained by contacting Cpl
Chris Burkinshaw 514-496-2024 ex: 664-1114

BLAZER CRESTS LAPEL PINS

REGIMENTAL BOW TIE CUFF LINKS
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AND MUCH MORE....
caps and Polo shirts.

we have received new Baseball
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