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ROYAL CANADIAN HUSSARS ASSOCIATION 
NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE   

December 2019 
 
 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT STEVEN BARRETTE 
 

Fellow Hussars, the Christmas 
season is upon us I wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
 

La saison de Noel est à nos portes, 
je vous souhaite un joyeux noël et 
une bonne année. 
 
 

 
 

ASSOCIATION CALENDAR 
 

December 26th Breakfast Manoir Pub 09h00 

January 1st 2020 Levee in The Combined Mess all 
welcomed @ 10:00 AM, a regimental tradition to 
welcome in the New Year.  

January 30th Breakfast Manoir Pub 09h00 

HEMMINGFORD REMBERANCE 
On Sunday 

November 
10th 2019, 
the 
regiment 
supported 
two 
parades.  

 
The Hemmingford parade was supported with 5 members 
of the regiment, Sgt Biernat, Tpr Amaneddine, MCpl 
Fernando, Tpr Vaillancourt, and Tpr Papaceit. LCol Karl 
Kramell (Retd) and the Hemmingford Flag Party David 

Taylor and Dave Hornell were responsible for the 
Remembrance ceremony.  

 
TOWN OF MONT ROYAL PARADE 
 

On Sunday November 10th 
2019, the regiment was invited 
to the TMR Remembrance 

Parade to honor Our Fallen 
Comrades, Lest we Forget.  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE HONORARY COLONEL 
Merry Christmas to all serving, 
Association, and past members of the 
regiment. This year has seen growth in 

the unit’s numbers. Training has been 
rigorous and continues as the 
Commanding Officer and Regimental 
Sergeant Major push to develop our 
officers and Non-Commissioned Members 
in their respective roles. We have also 

celebrated at our Christmas Dinner and remembered our 
Fallen on the Remembrance weekend in Hemingford, Town of 
Mount Royal, and Montreal on the 11th of November.  
Christmas and New Year’s allow us that special time with our 
family and those we are close to. It is also a time to reflect 
on our achievements and look towards our future. This can 

be a very busy time of year as we try to squeeze in many 
events, however we also need to rest, so plan your days, if 
you are having a drink be prudent, have a designated driver 
or a way to get home without the burden of having to drive. 
This coming year we are hoping to publish the regimental 
history in two volumes. Col John Cochrane, LCol Steve 
Linton, and Captain Tony Kellett, with the assistance of LCol 
Gord McWhaw have been hard at work writing a history that 
spans over two hundred years of the regiment’s development 
and intimate relationship with the greater Montreal area. I 
would encourage you to buy your copies in advance.  

Once again Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, I hope to 
see you at the Levee on January first at the unit.  
God bless, 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE HONORARY 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 
 

À tous, je tiens à souhaiter un 

merveilleux temps des Fêtes et que 
chacun de vous puisse profiter de cette 
occasion pour passer du temps de qualité 

en famille ou avec des amis chers. Ayons 
une pensée toute spéciale en cette 
nouvelle année pour tous ceux et celles 

qui font partie de notre grande famille 
régimentaire!   
To all, I wish you a wonderful Holiday Season and that 
each of you take this opportunity to spend quality time 
with your family or dearest friends. Let’s have a special 
thought in this New Year for those who are part of our 
large regimental family!  
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDING OFFICER 
The holiday season will soon be upon 
all of us.  For many, this time of year 

affords an opportunity to slow down 
from the pressures of school and work, 

it is my hope that all of the Officers, 
Soldiers, Veterans, and Friends of the 
Regiment and Family Members of the 
Royal Canadian Hussars Montreal make 
an opportunity to reflect on the 

opportunities available to you, decompress from the daily 
stresses and enjoy the balance in your life that this 
Holiday Season can bring.   
 

I look forward to seeing all of you for Levée on January 

1st, 2020. 
 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE REGIMENTAL 

SERGEANT MAJOR 
In this 2019 holiday season, I wish all 
our soldiers and association members a 

healthy and happy Holiday season.  
Take the time to rest and spend quality 
time with your families. Looking forward 
to having you all back in our lines come 
2020, where we will maintain our busy 

tempo, training our soldiers to be the 
best soldiers we can possibly be.  
 

Alors que la période des fêtes approche à très grand pas, 
je voudrais souhaiter à tous mes meilleurs vœux pour le 
temps des fêtes. Prenez le temps de vous reposer et 

passer du temps 
de qualité avec vos familles. J’ai hâte de vous revoir en 
Janvier 2020, alors que 
nous maintiendrons notre rythme très chargé, 

en s’assurant que nous soyons les meilleurs soldats que 
nous puissions l’être.  
  

Joyeux Noel – Joyeux Hanukah – Meilleurs Voeux – 
Joyeux Kwanza – Joyeux Festivus  
Merry Christmas – Happy Hanukah – Seasons Greetings 
- Happy Kwanza – Happy Festivus  
 
REGIMENTAL AWARDS & PROMOTIONS NOVEMBER 
Members of the regiment were presented with medals and 

promotions by the Commanding Officer LCol S Funk with 
the help of RSM O’Donnell and HLCol Jarry. 
 

 
SGT ACS RECEIVING HER CANADIAN DECORATION FOR 

12 YEARS OF SERVICE. 

 
PROMOTED TO TROOPER FERNANDO & BERGERON-

BOILY. 
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PROMOTED TO CORPORAL BURLAKOV 

 
WHILE ON DEPLOYMENT WITH THE FORCES IN MALI, 

PROMOTED TO CORPORAL TREMBLAY 

 
PROMOTED TO SERGEANT BOURBONNAIS-BROWN 

 
PROMOTED TO SECOND LIEUTENANT JANELLE & ZHANG 

 
PROMOTED TO CAPTAIN PUTUREANU 

 

 
FOR SERVICE TO THE REGIMENT SERGEANT CHOE WAS 

PRESENTED WITH A GROHMANN FIELD KNIFE 
 

(PICTURES COURTESY OF SGT BARRETTE) 

 
CHRISTMAS AWARDS & PROMOTIONS 

 

 
 

 
A FEW SMILING ASSOCIATION FACES. 

 
RSM ALWAYS INSPECTING THE TROOPS 
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READY FOR A CHRISTMAS PARADE 

 
THE CIARRONI CLAN 

 
THE DCO MAJ TARDIF TAKING THE PARADE FROM THE 

RSM 

 
SGT BIERNAT RECEIVING HIS CANADIAN DECORATION 

FOR 32 YEARS OF SERVICE 

 
CPL WONG RECEIVING HIS 12 YEARS OF SERVICE 

CANADIAN DECORATION 

 
PROMOTED TO SERGEANT NUNEZ 

 
PROMOTED TO CORPORAL VALLÉE LEBOUTHILLIER & 

CORPORAL GARCIA CLYKE 

 
PROMOTED TO SECOND LIEUTENANT CHARTIER 
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RECEIVING HIS COMMISSIONING SCROLL COLONEL 
CIARRONI WITH HIS WIFE LYNN HARPER-CIARRONI 

 

 
RECEIVING HER COMMISSIONING SCROLL, LIEUTENANT-

COLONEL JARRY WITH HER HUSBAND PAUL ANDRÉ MARTEL 

 
RECEIVING A COMMENDATION FROM THE 34TH 

CANADIAN BRIGADE GROUP, SGT STEVEN BARRETTE 
WITH HIS WIFE GINA CAMAIANI 

 
RECEIVING THEIR OFFICERS SCROLLS, SECOND 

LIEUTENANT’S NUNEZ DE SILVA, CHARTIER, JANELLE 
AND KAMMAL 

 
MCPL GAITAN ARIZA IS LEAVING THE FORCES TO 

PURSUE HER CAREER, GOOD LUCK AND THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE 

 

 
 

 
RECEIVING OUR GUEST FOR CHRISTMAS DINNER 
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THE ASSOCIATION TABLE 

 
READY FOR GRACE, THANK GOD 

 
OUR YOUNGEST SOLDIER, COLONEL FOR THE DAY 

PRIVATE ZHURKIN 

 
OLDEST MEMBER OF THE JUNIOR RANKS AND RSM FOR 

THE DAY, CORPORAL WALDTEUFEL 

 
AWARDED BEST PRIVATE ZITOUNI 

 
AWARDED BEST TROOPER BERGERON-BOILY 

 
AWARDED BEST CORPORAL BOYER 

 
AWARDED BEST MASTER CORPORAL ROSTA 

 
AWARDED BEST SERGEANT CHOE 

 
AWARDED BEST JUNIOR OFFICER LIEUTENANT 

GOUGEON 
 

(PICTURES COURTESY OF GORDON WEEKES) 
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LA RECONNAISSANCE RATÉE DE SAVAGE MILLS 
(par John Cochrane) 
Les anciens hussards racontent souvent des histoires 
d'événements qui se sont produits pendant leur période 

de service. L'un de mes préférés est un exercice juste à 
l'est de Granby. À l'époque, j'étais chef de troupe et on 
m'a ordonné d’organiser une séance d’entraînement de 
reconnaissance pour la troupe lors d’un samedi avant de 
rejoindre le reste de l'escadron au camp Farnham ce soir-
là. Lors de la préparation de la formation, j'ai cherché 
dans l'armoire à cartes de l'unité, mais je n'ai trouvé que 

des cartes obsolètes qui excluaient une caractéristique 
très importante. En 1977, le gouvernement a construit un 
barrage sur la rivière Yamaska nord, inondant 5 
kilomètres carrés de terrain et créant le réservoir 
Choinière. Le parc Yamaska n'avait pas encore été créé, 
de sorte que les anciennes routes de campagne 

continuaient presque jusqu'au bord de l'eau. 
Vendredi soir, j'ai distribué les vieux cartes et demandé 
aux commandants d'équipage de les marquer. Lors de 

mon groupe d'ordres, je leur ai demandé de dégager 
Savage Mill d’ennemie, puis de continuer vers Bromont. 
Notre convoi a fait route vers Roxton Sud en temps pour 
le lever du soleil. Là, la troupe a avancé vers le sud avec 

une patrouille sur chacune des routes de campagne 
parallèles. En tant que chef de troupe, je me suis retenu, 
accordant à chaque chef de patrouille une certaine 
autonomie. 
Après environ une heure d'avance, un chef de patrouille a 
signalé que son avance était bloquée, mais il n'a fourni 
aucun autre détail. J'ai immédiatement répondu, lui 

demandant de continuer afin que nous puissions 
respecter nos horaires. Cette demande a été suivie d'une 
période de silence, probablement au cours de laquelle il 
est descendu pour regarder de plus près, puis il a 

répondu, répétant plus fermement que son avance était 
bloquée, mais sans donner plus de détails. À peu près au 

même moment, l’autre commandant de patrouille a 
indiqué que son avance était également bloquée, mais il 
n’a pas non plus fourni de détails. J'ai agi comme si 
j'étais impatient et j'ai fermement demandé qu'ils 
avancent, car nous devions dégager la route pour les 
unités qui avancent derrière nous. À ce stade, l'un des 
chefs de patrouille a répondu « D’accord, terminé », mais 

son micro est resté ouvert pour quelques seconds, j'ai 
donc également entendu une voix étonnée dire « What 
the… ». Je pouvais juste imaginer ce qu'il pensait. Enfin, 
au bout de cinq minutes supplémentaires, le premier chef 
de patrouille est revenu, mais cette fois, il a mentionné 
qu'il y avait une barrière jaune bloquant la route, et de 
l'autre côté, il y avait une grande étendue d'eau. Savage 

Mills, si elle existait encore, était au fond d'un lac. La 
deuxième patrouille a ensuite signalé qu'il faisait face à 
un obstacle similaire. 
La surprise étant survenue, je leur ai demandé de 
délimiter l'obstacle et de transmettre des informations qui 
me permettraient de le dessiner à distance sur ma carte. 

Une fois cela fait, je leur ai alors demandé de trouver une 
route autour de l'obstacle. Après quelques essaies, nous 
avons finalement contourner le lac à l'est et continué vers 
le sud. Plus tard dans la soirée, au bivouac de l'escadron, 
on m'a demandé si je savais que le lac était là. J'ai juste 
souri et hoché la tête. Je pense qu'ils ont commencé à  
réaliser que je n'étais pas aussi fou qu'ils le pensaient au 

début quand il semblait que je les poussais à traverser le 

lac en véhicule. En effet, j'essayais de leur faire évaluer 
une situation imprévue et de renvoyer suffisamment 
d'informations pour que le personnel à l'arrière le 
comprenne. 

Bien plus tard dans la vie, j'ai lu l'histoire du régiment et 
j'ai appris que l'unité avait fait face à une situation 
similaire aux Pays-Bas pendant la Seconde Guerre 
mondiale, lorsque les Allemands qui se retiraient avaient 
inondé de nombreuses zones basses pour retarder 
l'avance alliée. Dans mon innocence et mon désir de 
m'amuser un peu, j'avais créé un scénario qui mettait au 

défi les commandants d'équipage et reproduisait un peu 
d'histoire. 
 
THE FAILED RECONNAISSANCE OF SAVAGE MILLS 
(by John Cochrane) 
Former hussars often recount stories about events that 

occurred during their period of service.  One of my most 
favorites involves an exercise just east of Granby.  At the 
time, I was a troop leader, and was given orders to have 

my troop conduct reconnaissance training on a Saturday 
before linking up with the rest of the squadron at Camp 
Farnham that evening.  When preparing for the training, I 
searched through the unit’s map cabinet, but could only 

find outdated maps that excluded a very significant 
feature.  In 1977, the government built a dam on the 
North Yamaska River, flooding 5 square kilometers of 
land and creating the Choinière Reservoir.  Parc Yamaska 
had not yet been created, so the old country roads 
continued almost to the edge of the water. 
On Friday night, I distributed the old maps and asked the 

crew commanders to mark them.  During my orders 
group, I instructed them to clear Savage Mills, then 
continue towards Bromont.  Our convoy made our way to 
Roxton Sud for sunrise.  There, the troop advanced south 

with a patrol on each of the parallel country roads.  As 
the troop leader, I held back, allowing each patrol leader 

some autonomy. 
After about an hour of creeping forward, one patrol 
leader reported that his advance was blocked, but he 
provided no further details.  I immediately responded, 
asking him to continue so we could meet our timings.  
This request was followed by a period of silence, probably 
during which he dismounted to take a closer look, then 

he responded, repeating more firmly that his advance 
was blocked, but giving no further details.  About the 
same time, the other patrol commander reported in 
saying that his advance was also blocked, but he didn’t 
provide any details either.  I acted as if I was impatient 
and firmly requested that they move on, as we had to 
clear the route for units advancing behind us.  At this 

point, one of the patrol leaders, responded “roger, out,” 
but his radio button released a little late so, I also heard 
an astonished voice saying “What the …..”.  I could just 
imagine what he was thinking.  Finally, after another five 
minutes, the first patrol leader reported back, but this 
time he mentioned that there was a yellow barrier 

blocking the road, and on the other side there was a 
large body of water.  Savage Mills, if it still existed, was 
at the bottom of a lake.  The second patrol then reported 
that he was facing a similar obstacle. 
Since the surprise was sprung, I asked them to delimit 
the obstacle and transmit information that would allow 
me to remotely draw it on my map.  Once this was done, 

I then asked them to find a route around the obstacle.  
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After some probing, we eventually moved past to the east 
of the lake and continued south.  Later that evening, in 
the squadron bivouac, I was asked if I knew the lake was 
there.  I just smiled and nodded.  I think they started to 

realize that that I was not as crazy as they first thought 
when it seemed I was pushing them to drive into the 
lake.  Indeed, I was trying to get them to assess an 
unforeseen situation and send back enough information 
for the personnel in the rear to understand. 
Much later in life, I read the regimental history and 
learned that the unit had faced a similar situation in the 

Netherlands during the Second World War, when the 
withdrawing German’s had flooded many of the low-lying 
areas to delay the Allied advance.  In my innocence and 
desire to have a little fun, I had created a scenario that 
challenged the crew commanders and replicated some 
history. 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

We would like to welcome Gordon Weeks 
to the position of membership Chairman 
Isabelle Châtillon is still on our executive 
and will still assist Gordon from Ottawa.  
Once again, its membership renewal 

time, please mail payment for one year’s 
membership $30.00 or lifetime 
membership $150.00 payable in the 

name of “The RCH Association” please complete the 
information required below and forward to; 
 
Gordon Weekes Chairman 

Membership 
4185 Cote des Neiges Rd. 
Montreal, Qc. H3H 1X2 
geewee247@gmail.com 

  
Members Name: _____________________ 

Address: ___________________________  
Postal Code: ________________________ 
Telephone Number: __________________ 
E-Mail address: _____________________ 
Years of service: _____________________ 
 

ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Steven Barrette    Karl Kramell  
President   1st Vice & PR Association 
Steven.Barrette@gmail.com           Karlheinz009@sympatico.ca
  

Mario Hetu    John Cochrane 
2nd Vice-President   Treasurer 
Activités Chairman              john.s.cochrane@videotron.ca 
htu277@hotmail.com       
              
George Zoni   Gordon Weekes 
Secretary   Membership/PR Association 

geochan@videotron.ca  geewee247@gmail.com 
  

Isabelle Châtillon   Donald Greene 
Membership        Museum Curator 
ichatt@hotmail.com              greene_donald@hotmail.com 
 
Denis Gilbert       Alex Cyr 
Web Master            PR Regimental 
denis.gilbert@videotron.ca  adjalexcyr@outlook.com 

 
 

EDITORS NOTES 

If you have any stories or anecdotes that you would like 
to place in the Trumpeter, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me. We are always open to receiving stories, 

pictures and ideas from our association family. 
 
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 

 
  

 

REGIMENTAL KITSHOP 
The Regimental Kit shop is open for business, we offer a 
variety of items, and all can be obtained by calling us at 
514-496-2024 ex: 664-1114 

  

BLAZER CRESTS LAPEL PINS CUFF LINKS 

 

 

 

       

 

 

AND MUCH 

MORE…. we have 

received new 

Baseball caps and 

Polo shirts. 
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