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ROYAL CANADIAN HUSSARS ASSOCIATION 

NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE 

                 Summer 2021  

 
 

Fellow Hussars, greetings, I 
sincerely hope you are 
safe, enjoying home life, 
and have received or will 
soon receive your Covid 
vaccine.  
 
With the possible lifting of 
restrictions in the Montreal 
region, we will restart our 
monthly Breakfast at our 

usual spot. Timings and location will be in the 
Important Dates Section.  
I hope that you will be able to carry on with normal 
activities soon in the regions you live in. However, a 
thought, nothing should go back to normal because, 
normal was not working.  
If we go back to the way things were, we would have 
lost the lesson.  
May we rise up and do better, in this world and in our 
lives.  
 
Until you have received your vaccine, follow the 
guidelines that your local government experts suggest, 
we hope the end of Covid may be seen in a short time, 
but we must remain vigilant.  
 
In the meantime, please stay close to the ones you love, 
and stay safe. 
 
Chers hussards,  
  
Salutations ! 
  
J'espère sincèrement que vous êtes en santé, que 
profitez de la vie à la maison et que vous avez reçu ou 
recevrez bientôt votre vaccin contre la Covid. Avec la 
levée possible des restrictions dans la région de 
Montréal, nous remettons à l’horaire le petit-déjeuner 
mensuel à notre place habituelle. L’horaire et 
l'emplacement seront dans la section des Dates 
importantes du site web.  
  
J'espère que vous pourrez bientôt continuer vos 
activités normales dans les régions où vous vivez. 
Cependant, sachez que rien ne devrait revenir à la 
normale parce que la normale ne fonctionnait pas. Si 
nous retournons à la façon dont les choses étaient, 
nous échouerons dans nos efforts. Puissions-nous nous 

tenir debout et faire mieux dans ce monde et dans nos 
vies. 
  
Jusqu'à ce que vous ayez reçu votre vaccin, suivez les 
directives suggérées par vos experts et par les 
gouvernements; d’ici la fin de la pandémie, restons 
vigilants. En attendant, soutenez ceux que vous aimez 
et restez en sécurité.  
   
 

Steven Barrette 
President RCH Association 
 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 26th August Thursday Breakfast 09h30 Brasserie 
Manoir NDG on St-Jacques in NDG  

30th September Thursday Breakfast 09h30 
Brasserie Manoir NDG on St-Jacques in NDG 

 
ASSOCIATION BREAKFAST 

With the easing of Covid restrictions in Quebec, we’ve 
restarted the association breakfast. We held our first 
one on June 24th at Brasserie Manoir, in NDG on St-
Jacque street west.  
 
Our next breakfast is on August 26th at Brasserie Manoir 
in NDG @ 09h30 all are welcome. 
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CHANGE OF COMMAND 

 
The change of command parade was on May 22nd at the 
armoury, the event was viewed live via Facebook.   
 
The 34th Brigade command Colonel M Canavan was the 
reviewing officer. With the temporary Covid rules in 
place, the regiment was only permitted to have 12 
members present for all official parades including the 
reviewing officer.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The  
Regimental  
Guidon was front and center 
for the parade.  
Sgt Nunez, MWO Cyr, and Sgt 
Farrington were the Guidon 
Escort. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
HCol Ciarroni, LCol Funk, Col Canavan, LCol Day, and 
HLCol Jarry at the signing of the Command Certificate. 

 
As is the regimental tradition, the commanding officer 

outgoing LCol Funk presents the incoming 
commanding officer LCol Day, with the Regimental 

Guidon for safekeeping. 
 

‘’I ENTRUST TO YOU THE GUIDON THAT HOLDS IN ITS 
PLEATS THE INSCRIPTIONS OF BATTLES, IN WHICH THE 

VALIANT OFFICERS, NCO’S, AND TROOPERS, HAVE FOUGHT 
VALIANTLY. I ENTRUST IT TO YOU KNOWING THAT IT WILL 

BE IN GOOD HANDS’’ 
 

‘’JE VOUS REMETS LE GUIDON DANS LES PLIS DUQUEL SONT 
FIEREMENT INSCRITES LES BATTAILLES DANS LESQUELLES 

LES VALEUREUX OFFICIERS, SOUS-OFFICERS, CAVALIERS ET 
SOLDATS DU TEMPS ONT VAILLAMENTS COMBATTU ET JE LE 

CONFIE A VOTRE SAUVEGARDE SACHANT QU’IL SERA ENTRE 
BONNES MAINS’’ 
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LCol Funk was 
presented on 
behalf of the 
Officers and 
Soldiers of the 
regiment with a 
mantle Clock, 
by Maj Genest 
DCO RCH.  
 
 

 
 
LCol Funk was 
presented the 
CO’s Pennant by 
his driver 
Trooper Zitouni 
on behalf of the 
Officers and 
Soldiers of the 
regiment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

HCol Ciarroni, 
HLCol Jarry, LCol 
Day, and RSM 
O’Halloran 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Her Royal Highness, our 
Colonel in Chief, Princess 
Anne held a video 
conference with, LCol Funk 
and LCol Day, she thanked 
LCol Funk for his service 
to the regiment and 
welcomed LCol Day as the 
new commanding officer. 
They spoke for over 

twenty minutes about the unit, the impact of COVID on 
training, and the health and morale of the members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGIMENTAL PROMOTIONS 
LCol Day wasted no 
time on his first day as 
Commanding officer, 
along with RSM 
O’Halloran with the 
promotion of Corporal 
Zitouni. 
 
 

Additional members were promoted by LCol Day & 
RSM O’Halloran on Tuesday May 25th. 

 

 
Promoted to Corporal Ho 

 

 
Promoted to Corporal Wang 

 

 
Promoted to Sergeant Bergeron 

 
MCpl Matson was promoted while employed with 

Company F, 2 division this summer, by Capt Rybakov 
and MWO Alex Cyr 
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HLCol Jarry and I 
trust you and 
families are all well 
and that your 
summer has been 
good so far. The 
opportunity to get 
vaccinated has 

dramatically improved and we are sure you all look 
forward to a return to a more normal lifestyle in the 
near future.  
 
Her Royal Highness, our Colonel in Chief, Princess 
Anne held a video call with LCol Funk and LCol Day, 
she thanked LCol Funk for his service to the regiment 
and welcomed LCol Day as the new commanding 
officer. They spoke for over twenty minutes about the 
unit, the impact of COVID on training, and the health 
and morale of the members. 
  
LCol Day, HLCol Jarry and I visited CFB Valcartier 
Camp Vimy, to meet with some unit members on 
course and instructing; unfortunately, the school had 
not organized to have our soldiers available.  
 
However, we did visit CFB Farnham where we met with 
members of the regiment and were extremely 
impressed with their enthusiastic and dedicated 
approach to the training being conducted. 
  
We continue to wish you the best and hope that even 
though conditions improve that you will keep in mind 
that the pandemic is not over and stay safe. Lastly, 
please continue to treat others in a manner befitting a 
Hussar; your conduct and professionalism is what 
defines you. 
  
HCol Bernard J.A. Ciarroni OMM, CD 
Non nobis sed patria 
 
THE DEFINITION OF A VETERAN 

 
We are often asked by members and visitors to our 
website, what is the definition of a veteran. 
 
Any former member of the Canadian Armed Forces 
who successfully completed basic training and was 
honourably discharged. 
 
When people think of Veterans, many immediately 
picture someone who served in the First World 
War, Second World War or the Korean War. While 
many Canadians recognize these traditional Veterans, 
the same may not always be true for Canadian Armed 
Forces (CAF) Veterans—those who served Canada 
since the Korean War. 
 
In fact, some former CAF members do not even see 
themselves as Veterans. Veterans Affairs Canada 
(VAC) wants to change this and is working to ensure 
CAF Veterans receive the honour and recognition they 
have earned and so richly deserve. 

 

VAC considers any former member of the Canadian 
Armed Forces who releases with an honourable 
discharge and who successfully underwent basic 
training to be a Veteran. 
 
This Veteran status recognizes the risk CAF members 
assume by wearing the uniform and pledging 
allegiance. Canada's modern-day Veterans are carrying 
on the traditions, values and legacy of wartime 
Veterans and all Canadians, especially our youth, 
should be aware of their accomplishments and 
sacrifices. 
 
Please note that other criteria, in addition to Veteran 
status, are needed to qualify for services from 
Veterans Affairs Canada.  
 
DÉFINITION D'UN VÉTÉRAN 

 
Tout ancien membre des Forces armées canadiennes 
qui a réussi son entraînement de base et a été libéré 
avec mention honorable. 

 
En règle générale, quand on pense à un ancien 
combattant, l'image d'un soldat de la Première Guerre 
mondiale, de la Seconde Guerre mondiale ou de la 
guerre de Corée vient à l'esprit. Alors que ces anciens 
combattants traditionnels ne posent aucun problème 
dans l'esprit de la plupart des gens au pays, il n'en est 
pas de même pour les ex-militaires des Forces armées 
canadiennes (FAC), ceux et celles qui ont servi le 
Canada après la guerre de Corée. 
En réalité, certains ex-militaires des FAC ne se 
considèrent pas comme étant des anciens 
combattants. Le Ministère veut changer cette mentalité 
et il veille à faire en sorte que les ex-militaires des FAC 
reçoivent l'honneur et la reconnaissance qu'ils méritent 
tant. 

 
Selon Anciens Combattants Canada, tout ancien 
membre des Forces armées canadiennes libéré avec 
mention honorable qui a réussi son entraînement de 
base est un ancien combattant, ou un vétéran selon la 
définition donnée dans la Loi sur les mesures de 
réinsertion et d'indemnisation des militaires et 
vétérans des Forces canadiennes. 
Leur accorder ce statut est reconnaître le risque que 
les membres des FAC assument en revêtant l'uniforme 
et en prêtant le serment d'allégeance. Les vétérans de 
l'ère moderne perpétuent les traditions, les valeurs et 
l'héritage des anciens combattants du temps de 
guerre. Tout le monde au pays, particulièrement 
les jeunes, devrait connaître les réalisations et les 
sacrifices des vétérans de l'ère moderne. 

 
Rappel : Outre le statut d'ancien combattant ou de 
vétéran, d'autres critères s'appliquent pour avoir droit 
aux services du Ministère. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/first-world-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/first-world-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/second-world-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/korean-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/canadian-armed-forces
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/canadian-armed-forces
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/information-for/educators
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/services
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/history/first-world-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/history/first-world-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/history/second-world-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/history/korean-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/history/korean-war
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/history/canadian-armed-forces
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/history/canadian-armed-forces
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/remembrance/information-for/educators
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/fra/services
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VETERANS ID CARD 
 
The link below will take you to the Association Website 
and you will find the link to the Veterans Affairs 
website, where you can apply for a Veteran’s ID Card.  

https://rch.ca/en/usefull-links 

 
LOST TRAILS 
 

We are looking for information 
about some of our lost members, if 
you know who and where they are 
please let please contact Karl 
Kramell, Karlheinz009@sympatico.ca 

The people we are seeking are the 
following: 
Mrs. Ruth Costin,  
Mrs. Sylvia Truax,  
Mrs. Terry Brunstrom, Mr. Thomas 
Montgomery.  

 
Sick Parade 
In June, Karl Kramell and Mike Abourousse were able to 
visit former member Paul Gotlieb at the assisted living 
facility for Canadian Veterans in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue.  
Paul served with the unit at the Côte-des-Neiges 
Armoury in the 1960’s.  Anyone who knows him is 
welcome to drop by and visit.  
 

 
 
Défilé des malades 
En juin, Karl Kramell et Mike Abourousse ont pu rendre 
visite à l’ancien membre Paul Gotlieb à l’établissement 
d’aide à la vie autonome pour les vétérans canadiens à 
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue.  Paul a servi avec l’unité au 
manège militaire de Côte-des-Neiges dans les années 
1960.  Tous ceux qui le connaissent sont invités à passer 
le visiter. 

 
 
LAST POST 
 

With the passing of His Royal 
Highness Prince Philip, Honorary 
Colonel Ciarroni sent a message of 
condoles to the royal family on the 
regiment’s behalf, here is their 
reply.  
 
 
 

    

 
 

McCORMICK, Daniel 
Christopher 
August 30, 1946-June 1, 2021 
 
Dan passed peacefully in Calgary, 
Alberta on June 1, 2021, at the 
age of 74. Born in Calgary on 
August 30, 1946 to Helen (née 
Garland) McCormick and to pioneer 
son, Michael J. McCormick, both of 

Calgary, Dan was a brother to Michael (1946 - 2012), 
Mary-Helen (David Landry: Robby, Joanne), Maureen 
(Doug Entwhistle: Jenny, Cathy, Wendy, Timothy), 
Sheila (Gary Waite: Matthew, Karen) and Taryn (Scott 
Tannas: Mary, Emily, Zach, Alex). He is survived also 
by his beloved son, Michael; Michael's mother, Abigail 
McCormick; and numerous cousins and other loving 
family. 
 
Dan attended Montreal's Saint Leo's Academy and the 
University of Prince Edward Island, to which he won a 
full scholarship and was on the Dean's List. Dan began 
his distinguished career at Montreal's Expo 67 guarding 
the Youth Pavilion. For Seagram's, Dan reported 
directly to "Mr. Sam" Bronfman, a neighbour and 
friend, blending whisky in Scotland, making wine in 
France, and managing other beverage production in 
among the world's finest facilities in Italy, Greece, 
Turkey, Israel, Barbados, Puerto Rico, Canada and the 
US. When he and his father retired from Seagram's, 
they founded Garda Security Services Ltd. The family 
then established the McCormick Cattle Company in 

%3cBLOCKED%3e*https:/rch.ca/en/usefull-links%3cBLOCKED%3e
mailto:Karlheinz009@sympatico.ca
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Foster, QC. One of the first 1,000 members of Mensa 
Canada, Dan rendered distinguished service to the 
Canadian Armed Forces with the Royal Canadian 
Hussars; he instructed Sherman Tank operation. He 
worked on Albertan oil rigs and managed commercial 
real estate in London, Ontario, and many shopping 
centres still well-known in Calgary, Vancouver, 
Saskatoon and on the US Eastern Seaboard. In 
Hummelstown, Pennsylvania he met his bride-to-be, 
Abigail. Dan eventually moved to Sechelt, on BC's 
Sunshine Coast, to care for his parents and raise his 
son, and where Dan was editor and photographer for 
the local newspapers. 
  
Dan's memory will be cherished for his remarkable 
intelligence, kindness, charm, and insight into human 
nature; his superb sense of humour and his marvelous 
ability to bring out the best in others. Generous in 
helping others in need, Dan was a dear friend and 
advisor to many.   
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 

Isabelle & 
Gordon would 
like to remind 
you that we 
are still 
accepting 
yearly and life 
memberships. 
Please mail 

payment for one year’s membership $30.00 or lifetime 
membership $150.00 payable in the name of “The RCH 
Association” please complete the information below 
and forward to. 
 

RCH Association Membership 
4185 Cote des Neiges Rd. 

Montreal, Qc. H3H 1X2 
geewee247@gmail.com or ichatt@hotmail.com 

 
Members Name: _____________________ 
Address:   _____________________  
Postal Code:   _____________________ 
Telephone Number:  _____________________ 
E-Mail address:  _____________________ 
 

 
UPDATE ON REGIMENTAL 
HISTORY BOOK – 
PUBLICATION IS 
IMMINENT 
 
After five or so busy years of 
continuous effort, the English 
version of the regimental 
history book is about to be 
published.  The project team is 
currently in the last steps of 
quality control and is 
preparing the index.  It is a 

good time for us to thank the three authors, Anthony 
Kellett, Steven Linton and John Cochrane as well as all 
the people that helped in one way or another. 
The two-book set is a very comprehensive history of the 
regiment, and the Montreal Cavalry, and its predecessor 
units since they first became active in 1812.  It will be 
an excellent reference book with all regimental 
information in one place.  It also recounts some very 
interesting stories. 

As the manuscript will soon be 
sent to the printers, now 
would be an excellent time to 
order your copy, which can be 
done on-line on the Royal 
Canadian Hussars Association 
website.  To access the order 
page, use the menu at the top 
of the home page, and select 
“Stores”, then “Online 
Bookstore.”  Advance orders 
can now be entered for home 
delivery or on-site pickup.  We 
thank you in advance. 

 
MISE À JOUR CONCERNANT 
LE LIVRE D'HISTOIRE 
RÉGIMENTAIRE – LA 
PUBLICATION EST 
IMMINENTE 
 
Après environ cinq années bien 
remplies d'efforts continus, la 
version anglaise du livre 
d'histoire régimentaire est sur 
le point d'être publiée. 
L'équipe du projet est 
actuellement dans les 

dernières étapes du contrôle de la qualité et prépare 
l'index. C'est un bon moment pour nous de remercier 
les trois auteurs, Anthony Kellett, Steven Linton et John 
Cochrane ainsi que toutes les personnes qui ont aidé 
d'une manière ou d'une autre. 
L'ensemble de deux livres est une histoire très complète 
du régiment, de la cavalerie de Montréal et de ses unités 
prédécesseurs depuis leur première activité en 1812. Ce 
sera un excellent ouvrage de référence avec toutes les 
informations régimentaires en un seul endroit. Il raconte 
aussi des histoires très intéressantes. 
Comme le manuscrit sera bientôt envoyé aux 
imprimeurs, c'est le moment idéal pour commander 
votre copie, ce qui peut être fait en ligne sur le site Web 

de l'Association du Royal 
Canadian Hussars. Pour 
accéder à la page de 
commande, utilisez le menu en 
haut de la page d'accueil, et 
sélectionnez « Boutiques », 
puis « Librairie en ligne ». Les 
commandes anticipées 
peuvent désormais être saisies 
pour une livraison à domicile 
ou un ramassage sur place. 
Nous vous en remercions 
d'avance.  

mailto:geewee247@gmail.com
mailto:ichatt@hotmail.com
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UPDATE TO THE HISTORY PAGES ON THE RCH 
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 
We would like to draw your attention to the publication 
of four new stories on the history pages of the RCH 
Association website.  Three of the new stories describe 
the individual and group experiences of unit members 
Paul Bornn, Alex Martel, Jean Marcotte, Johnny 
Mihaljevic, and the late James Caddell, who were 
deployed with the United Nation Protection Force to 
Visoko, Bosnia between 1993 and 1995.  All of them 
deployed with high expectations and hopes that they 
could help the different communities in Bosnia find 
peace.  These hopes were quickly dashed when they 
realized that the different warring parties were not 
seeking peace.  They did, however, collectively provide 
vital support and protection to United Nations refugee 
relief efforts.  A fourth story was provided by Guy 
Bélair who recounted his experience with the 
peacekeeping force in Cyprus in 1980.  The association 
thanks all these former members of the unit for 
sharing this information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISE À JOUR DES PAGES D'HISTOIRE SUR LE 
SITE WEB DE L'ASSOCIATION RCH 
Nous attirons votre attention sur la publication de 
quatre nouvelles histoires sur les pages d'histoire du 
site Internet de l'Association du RCH. Trois des 
nouvelles histoires décrivent les expériences 
individuelles et de groupe des membres de l'unité Paul 
Bornn, Alex Martel, Jean Marcotte, Johnny Mihaljevic et 
feu James Caddell, qui ont été déployés avec la Force 
de protection des Nations Unies à Visoko, en Bosnie, 
entre 1993 et 1995. Tous se sont déployés avec de 
grandes attentes et l'espoir qu'ils pourraient aider les 
différentes communautés de Bosnie à trouver la paix. 
Ces espoirs ont été rapidement déçus lorsqu'ils ont 
réalisé que les différentes parties belligérantes ne 
cherchaient pas la paix. Ils ont cependant fourni 
collectivement un soutien et une protection essentiels 
aux efforts de secours des Nations Unies pour les 
réfugiés. Un quatrième récit nous a été fourni par Guy 
Bélair qui a relaté son expérience avec la force de 
maintien de la paix à Chypre en 1980. L'association 
remercie tous ces anciens membres de l'unité pour le 
partage de ces informations. 
 
 
 
 

76th Anniversary of the 
Liberation of the 
Netherlands 
 
In the spring of 1945, the 
predecessor units of the 
Royal Canadian Hussars were 
involved in the Liberation of 
the Netherlands.  A 
weakened German Army was 
in full retreat, but many small 

groups were left behind to harm the Canadian soldiers 
and delay their advance.  One such group destroyed a 
key bridge, the Ald Skou Bridge which crossed the Nije 
Wittering Canal near of Akkrum.  Different elements of 
the 7th Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment (17th Duke 
of York’s Royal Canadian Hussars) arrived at the bridge 
shortly after it was blown and initially thought they were 
blocked.   
 
Fortunately, the Dutch Resistance appeared and offered 
their help to build a temporary bridge using barges and 
lumber.  While the bridge was being built, taking an 
afternoon, the resistance helped some of the Canadians 
cross the canal and continue their advance.  On the left 
flank, it was possible to use small boats to transport 
Sergeant George Dunlop’s motorcycle patrol across the 
canal.  He discovered that the enemy had withdrawn, 
informed his headquarters, and then proceeded north 
all the way to the main town of Leeuwarden.  On the 
right flank, members of the Resistance offered to 
transport the Universal Carriers of Lieutenant Arthur 
Harris’ troop across and along the canal to Wergea.  This 
offer was accepted, and his troop proceeded to liberate 
the town of Wergea before being heartily welcomed, and 
then proceeding on to Leeuwarden. 

Although the Canadians only spent a short time moving 
through these towns, their arrival was especially 
important for the people of the Netherlands as it 
signified their liberation from five years of repressive 
occupation.  Every year, the people of the Netherlands 
celebrate the anniversary of the liberation, and for many 
years, they have invited many Canadian veterans like 
George Dunlop to return for the celebration.  It was 
never possible, however, to invite Lieutenant Harris, 
because it was not possible to trace his whereabouts 
after the war.  In 2021, however, a set of circumstances 
aligned to allow Harris, or at least his descendants to be 
contacted.   

First, the Royal Canadian Hussars Association received 
an inquiry from a young Dutch historian, Edwin 
Meinsma, who wanted to know more about Lieutenant 
Harris, who liberated the town of Wergea.  

Next, due to the pandemic, several members of the 
association had more free time than normal to devote 
to research.  They included Randy Klein, Karl Kramell, 
Doreen and John Riley, Anthony Kellett, J. Gordon 
Routley and John Cochrane.  Third, was the passage of 
time, which resulted in the publication of information 
not previously available, notably the 1921 Canada 
Census, and various other sources, which allowed Harris 
to be associated with a family from Oshawa Ontario. 
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Fourth, was the proliferation of obituaries on the 
internet and information at Ancestry.com which allowed 
the current generations of the Harris family to be 
identified and contacted in the United States.  With 
contact made, it was then possible to organise, on April 
10th, 2021, a ZOOM internet meeting between people in 
the Netherlands, on one hand, and the American 
descendants of Lieutenant Arthur Harris on the other.   

This meeting, which lasted about an hour, allowed the 
representative of the Netherlands, including the 
historian, the Mayor of Leeuwarden, and the military 
attaché of the embassy of the Netherlands in Ottawa to 
describe the occupation and the liberation and express 
their thanks to the Harris family for the help provided 
by Lieutenant Harris and his troops during the 
liberation.   

The family responded by providing information about 
Arthur’s life before and after the war and expressing 
their thanks for the respect shown for their father.  It 
turned out to be a very emotional call greatly 
appreciated by all in attendance.  The gratitude of the 
people of the Netherlands for the help received from the 
Canadian soldiers should not be underestimated.  The 
association thanks all who participated in the research 
and all who attended the conference call. 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

76E ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA LIBÉRATION DES 
PAYS-BAS 
 
Au printemps 1945, les unités précédentes des Royal 
Canadian Hussars ont participé à la libération des Pays-
Bas. Une armée allemande affaiblie était en pleine 
retraite, mais de nombreux petits groupes ont été 
laissés sur place pour nuire aux soldats canadiens et 
retarder leur avance.  
 
Un de ces groupes a détruit un pont clé, le pont Ald Skou 
qui traversait le canal Nije Wittering près d'Akkrum. 
Différents éléments du 7th Canadian Reconnaissance 
Regiment (17th Duke of York’s Royal Canadian Hussars) 
sont arrivés sur le pont peu de temps après qu’il ait 
explosé et ont d’abord pensé qu’ils étaient bloqués. 
Heureusement, la Résistance néerlandaise est apparue 
et a proposé son aide pour construire un pont 
temporaire à l'aide de barges et de bois.  
 
Pendant la construction du pont, faite en un après-midi, 
la résistance a aidé certains des Canadiens à traverser 
le canal et à poursuivre leur avance. Sur le flanc gauche, 
il était possible d'utiliser de petites embarcations pour 
transporter la patrouille à moto du sergent George 
Dunlop à travers le canal. Il a découvert que l'ennemi 
s'était retiré, a informé son quartier général, puis s'est 

dirigé vers le nord jusqu'à la ville principale de 
Leeuwarden. Sur le flanc droit, des membres de la 
résistance ont proposé de transporter la troupe des 
Universal Carriers du Lieutenant Arthur Harris à travers 
et le long du canal jusqu'à Wergea. Cette offre a été 
acceptée et sa troupe a procédé à la libération de la ville 
de Wergea avant d'être chaleureusement accueillie, puis 
de se rendre à Leeuwarden. 
Bien que les Canadiens n'aient passé que peu de temps 
à traverser ces villes, leur arrivée était particulièrement 
importante pour le peuple néerlandais, car elle signifiait 
leur libération de cinq années d'occupation répressive. 
Chaque année, les Néerlandais célèbrent l'anniversaire 
de la libération et, depuis de nombreuses années, ils 
invitent de nombreux anciens combattants canadiens 
comme George Dunlop à revenir pour la célébration. Il 
n'a cependant jamais été possible d'inviter le lieutenant 
Harris, car il n'a pas été possible de retracer ses allées 
et venues après la guerre. En 2021, cependant, un 
ensemble de circonstances s'aligna pour permettre à 
Harris, ou du moins à ses descendants, d'être contactés.  
 
Premièrement, l’association du Royal Canadian Hussars 
a reçu une demande d'un jeune historien néerlandais, 
Edwin Meinsma, qui voulait en savoir plus sur le 
lieutenant Harris qui a libéré la ville de Wergea. Ensuite, 
en raison de la pandémie, plusieurs membres de 
l'association ont eu plus de temps libre que la normale 
à consacrer à la recherche. Ils comprenaient Randy 
Klein, Karl Kramell, Doreen et John Riley, Anthony 
Kellett, J. Gordon Routley et John Cochrane.  
 
Troisièmement, le passage du temps a entraîné la 
publication d'informations non disponibles auparavant, 
notamment le recensement du Canada de 1921 et 
diverses autres sources, qui ont permis à Harris d'être 
associé à une famille d'Oshawa, en Ontario. 
Quatrièmement, la prolifération des avis de décès sur 
Internet et des informations sur Ancestry.com ont 
permis d'identifier et de contacter les générations 
actuelles de la famille Harris aux États-Unis. Le contact 
pris, il a ensuite été possible d'organiser, le 10 avril 
2021, une rencontre internet ZOOM entre des 
Néerlandais d'une part, et les descendants américains 
du lieutenant Arthur Harris d'autre part.  
 
Cette rencontre, qui a duré environ une heure, a permis 
au représentant des Pays-Bas, dont l'historien, le maire 
de Leeuwarden, et l'attaché militaire de l'ambassade 
des Pays-Bas à Ottawa de décrire l'occupation et la 
libération et aussi d'exprimer leurs remerciements à la 
Famille Harris pour l'aide apportée par le lieutenant 
Harris et ses troupes lors de la libération.  
 
La famille a répondu en fournissant des informations sur 
la vie d'Arthur avant et après la guerre et en exprimant 
ses remerciements pour le respect témoigné à leur père. 
Cela s'est avéré être un appel très émouvant 
grandement apprécié par tous les participants. La 
gratitude du peuple néerlandais pour l'aide reçue des 
soldats canadiens ne doit pas être sous-estimée. 
L'association remercie tous ceux qui ont participé à la 
recherche et tous ceux qui ont assisté à la conférence 
téléphonique. 
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DONATIONS TO THE RCH MUSEUM 
 
Our museum curators, Don Greene and Don Pelletier 
were happy to recently receive a Pre-First-World-War 
6th Duke of Connaught’s Royal Canadian Hussars 
Envelope Busby which was donated by a group of former 
members and military enthusiasts including  
 
Louis Lamarre, Mark Noon-Ward, Jim Montgomery, 
Michel Abourousse, Philippe Turbide, Allan Clarke, Don 
Pelletier, and Don Greene, with the help of the Montreal 
Cavalry Institute.  The busby, which was purchased 
from a military-artifacts boutique in Calgary, will be 
used to complete one of the uniforms on display in the 
museum. 

 
DONS AU MUSÉE 
RCH 
Nos conservateurs 
de musée, Don 
Greene et Don 
Pelletier, étaient 
heureux de recevoir 
récemment une « 
enveloppe Busby » 
du 6th Duke of 
Connaught’s Royal 

Canadian Hussars d'avant la Première Guerre mondiale, 
offerte par un groupe d'anciens membres et de 
passionnés des artefacts militaires, dont Louis Lamarre, 
Mark Noon- Ward, Jim Montgomery, Michel Abourousse, 
Philippe Turbide, Allan Clarke, Don Pelletier et Don 
Greene, avec l’aide de l’Institut de Cavalerie de 
Montréal. Le « Busby », qui a été acheté dans une 
boutique d'artefacts militaires à Calgary, sera mis en 
valeur dans l'une des expositions d'uniformes au musée. 
 
MÉMORIAL PREMIÈRE GUERRE MONDIALE 

  
Bonjour, Je me nomme, 
Cpl (Retd.) Louis 
Lamarre j’ai été membre 
de l’escadron B du Royal 
Canadian Hussars de 
1983 à 1988 avant de 
transférer à la force 
régulière où j’y ai servi 
pendant 7 ans au sein de 

l’infanterie canadienne avec le Royal 22ie Régiment et 
le Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry. Lors de mes 
différentes affectations j’ai servi à Lahr en Allemagne 
avec la 4ième brigade mécanisée du Canada, j’ai été 
déployée au moyen orient au Qatar durant la première 
guerre du golfe avec le R22R et j’ai également été 
déployé en Croatie avec le PPCLI.  
J’ai décidé de créer un petit mémorial avec les badges 
que le régiment a porté, y compris celle du GMGC 
(Machine Gun Corps badge) sur une douille d’obus que 
j’ai reçu en héritage.  
 
   L’obus provient de la première guerre mondiale et il a 
été rapporté par mon arrière grand-oncle le Gunner. 
Alfred Sibley # 89953 qui a servi dans l’armée 
Canadienne plus précisément dans l’artillerie. Il s’est 

joint à la 27ième batterie de la 7ième brigade jusqu’à 
son arrivée en France le 16 septembre 1915 où il a été 
transféré à la 2ième division ‘ammunition column’. 
Ironiquement il a été dans la même unité que le grand-
père du Capt Mark Noon-Ward CD (Retd), le Gunner 
Charles McCowan.  
 
Hi, my name is Cpl (Retd) Louis Lamarre I was a 
member of B SQN Royal Canadian Hussars from 1983 
to 1988 before I transferred to the regular forces where 
I served 7 years with the Canadian Infantry Corp, I 
served with the Royal 22 Regiment and the Princess 
Patricia Canadian Light Infantry. During my time in the 
regular forces, I was station in Lahr Germany with the 
4th Canadian mechanized brigade where I was deployed 
in the Middle East during the first gulf war with the R22R 
and later on I transfer to the PPCLI in Alberta where I 
was deployed to Croatia. 
 
I decided to make a small memorial with the badges 
that the regiment wore and that of the GMGC (Machine 
Gun Corps badge) on a bushing that I inherited. 
 
The WWI trench art comes from my great grand uncle 
Gunner Alfred Sibley # 89953 who served in the 
Canadian Army during WWI he was in the artillery. He 
first joined with the 27th battery, 7th brigade and once 
he landed in France on the 16 of September 1915, he 
was then transferred to the 2nd division ammunition 
column. Ironically, he served in the same unit of Capt 
Mark Noon-Ward CD (Ret), Grand Father, Gunner 
Charles McCowan. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
FRIENDS OF “B” SQUADRON – 11 SEPTEMBER 
2021 
 
All association members, as well as their families and 
friends, are invited to a BBQ luncheon and Friends of “B” 
Squadron reunion in the parking lot of the Otterburn 
Park Legion Branch (318 Connaught Street, Otterburn 
Park, J3H 1J1) on Saturday, September 11, 2021, 
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starting around 10:00 hours.  The bar is scheduled to 
open around 11:00 hours, and a delicious mechoui lunch 
prepared by chef Michel “Mike” Abourousse will be 
served around noon.  After that, attendees will be 
encouraged to meet each other and reminisce about 
their experiences with the unit. An entrance fee of $10 
will be charged and attendance must be confirmed in 
advance at with, m.abourousse@sympatico.ca.   
 
AMIS DE L'ESCADRON « B » – 11 SEPTEMBRE 
2021 
 
Tous les membres de l'association, ainsi que leurs 
familles et amis, sont invités à un déjeuner-barbecue et 
à une réunion des Amis de l'escadron « B » dans le 
stationnement de la filiale de la Légion d'Otterburn Park 
(318, rue Connaught, Otterburn Park, J3H 1J1) le 
samedi 11 septembre 2021, à partir d'environ 10h00. 
L'ouverture du bar est prévue vers 11h00 et un délicieux 
déjeuner méchoui préparé par le chef Michel "Mike" 
Abourousse sera servi vers midi. Après cela, les 
participants seront encouragés à se rencontrer et à se 
remémorer leurs expériences avec l'unité. Un droit 
d'entrée de 10 $ sera facturé et la participation doit être 
confirmée à l'avance àvec,  
m.abourousse@sympatico.ca. 

 
 
 

THE REGIMENTAL KIT SHOP 
 

THE REGIMENTAL KIT SHOP IS OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS, 

WE OFFER A VARIETY OF ITEMS, AND 

ALL CAN BE OBTAINED BY CALLING US 
AT 514-496-2024 EX: 664-1114 

 
 

A NEW REGIMENTAL COIN IS AVAILABLE FOR 
PURCHASE: 

 
 
 
 
 

WE ALSO HAVE A NEW RCH FACE MASK 
 
 

 
 

BLAZER CRESTS  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CUFF LINKS   BOW TIES 
 

  
ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Steven Barrette         Karl Kramell  

President        1st Vice & PR Association 

Steven.Barrette@gmail.com    Karlheinz009@sympatico.ca  
 

Mario Hetu         John Cochrane 
2nd Vice-President        Treasurer 

Activités Chairman                  John.s.cochrane@videotron.ca 
htu277@hotmail.com       

              
George Zoni         Gordon Weekes 

Secretary         Membership & P.R. 
geochan@videotron.ca        geewee247@gmail.com 

  
Isabelle Châtillon         Donald Greene 

Membership              Museum Curator 
ichatt@hotmail.com        greene_donald@hotmail.com 

 
Denis Gilbert             Alex Cyr 

Web Master                  P.R. Regimental 
denis.gilbert@videotron.ca       adjalexcyr@outlook.com 
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