THE TRUMPETER CHRISTMAS 2012
ROYAL CANADIAN HUSSARS ASSOCIATION

NOVEMBER 11TH 2012
AS WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO GAVE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE WE PAUSE TO HONOR THE MEN
AND WOMEN WHO SACRIFICED THEIR WELL-BEING TO PROTECT OURS, THE 11TH HOUR OF THE
11TH DAY OF THE 11TH MONTH IS RECOGNIZED IN SILENCE ACROSS THIS COUNTRY SINCE 1919,
A TRIBUTE TO CANADA'S FORCES THAT DIED IN THE THROES OF WAR AND PEACEKEEPING
EFFORTS.
LESS WE FORGET
THE FREE PRESS By Martin Barry
A Remembrance Day Ceremony was held November 8th 2012, in Hampstead was a
homage to the courageous men and women who paid the ultimate price in past wars
and armed confrontations. While referring to the many dignitaries invited to the
ceremony at the cenotaph in Hampstead Park as “the present and the past,” Mayor
William Steinberg referred to the boys and girls from several west end Montreal
schools who also took part as the “future.” It is a call to future generations to never
forget the sacrifices and to learn the lessons of history,” he said. “It is a call to value
peace, freedom and democracy, and that is why I said that you, boys and girls, are
our most important guests. You are tomorrow’s leaders and I have every confidence
that you, too, will remember them.” Students from Hampstead and JPPS schools
recited poems on the sacrifice of soldiers and those from Solomon Schechter Academy
recited a work recalling the six million Jews who died in the Holocaust.
A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT
With 2012 quickly drawing to a close I would like to express my best wishes to all members of our association
and regimental members, former and present serving, and their families especially during this Christmas
Season and the coming New Year. It has been a very busy year for many of us as we went about the day to
day operations of the Regimental Association.
It has to be recognized by all members of the Association just how much work is being done on their behalf by
a small group of volunteers but I am pleased to say the numbers are growing. I am often wary about listing
names in these cases in fear of missing someone who has contributed to the successful past year. But I can
easily point out the efforts of Steven Barrette as my right hand man, 1st vice, in taking over my responsibilities while I am
sunning in Florida. Steve was mainly responsible for organizing our last reunion, editor of the Trumpeter and acting Treasurer
till last week, as well as the main liaison between our Association and the Regiment. Isabelle Châtillon, for working on our
membership list as well as recruiting new members. Denis Gilbert, for doing an excellent job on our website. Don Greene for
keeping the museum going and Michel Abourousse keeping all our minutes up to date.
I also want to acknowledge the support of the CO, LCol Dubreuil and RSM Chevalier who continue to support our Association
activities.
Our Honorary Colonel Roger Turnell informed me that our Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel Larry Smith appointment has been extended
for another three years until April 2015. Congratulation to you Sir, we the Association look forward to work with you for
another three years.
I would like to thank LCol Roman Jarymowycz (Retd) our former Commanding Officer (1980-1984) for his beautiful writing on
Regimental history.
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Our regimental cummerbund is still being worked on, the Executive decided to order 35 copies with the horizontal stripes. I
was told recently that Martin Hutflutsz celebrated his 90th birthday in Kitchener, Happy belated birthday Martin.
We have a potential new recruit to the regiment and maybe also to the Association, Mama and Papa Hlibchuk
have a new baby girl, Anna Joanne, Congratulation to you both.
We received word from, Mr. Dawn Heuston that a former veteran of the 17th Mr. Len Brown, wishes to make
contact with other veterans from the 17th. He can be reached through the following e-mail address,
30mmavenger@bell.net
Congratulation, Cpl Marie Perron for being a recipient from the RCAC(A) Bursary $500.00, congratulation. I
strongly recommend that all members of the regiment that qualify for the bursary take advantage of this
offer.
There is always sad news in each issue of the Trumpeter and this issue is no exception, we send our deepest
sympathy to all their families. Obituaries are on the regimental website and at Last Post below.
I would like to reemphasize that your Regimental Association needs your support in many ways to stay stable. Do not hesitate
to contact us with workable solutions, special projects of interest to our membership and most importantly look at travelling to
the 2013 Annual Reunion on June 8, 2013 at the Armoury to join us in our efforts and enjoy one another’s company.
In closing I want to wish all our members all the best for the coming Christmas festivities and a very Happy New Year.
Karl Kramell
NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE
LCOL STEVE DUBREUIL
2012 has been a challenging and successful year for the Regiment. It kicked off with our participation in
EXERCISE NOBLE GUERRIER at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. Over the year, the Regiment saw record
numbers of new Hussars recruited and trained as well as a decrease in the number of releases. We face
the very positive challenge of now leading the next generation of Hussars. As with any family, the Unit
has grieved the loss of former members and welcomed the new additions to families with the same
spirit that has served us so well in the past. As we get ready to send troops to the NOBLE GUERRIER
again in the USA January of 2013, we will take a well needed pause over the holidays to rest and spend
time with our loved ones before staring 2013, which will once again be a busy year. Our thoughts are
also with serving and former members currently deployed in Afghanistan.
On behalf of all the members of the Royal Canadian Hussars, I wish you health and happiness in 2013.
HONORARY COLONEL ROGER TURNELL
This has been a monumental year in the life of the Royal Canadian Hussars Montreal, with the Cavalry
Ball in September celebrating 200 years of Cavalry in the City of Montreal, the recent presentation of the
‘’the War 1812-1815 Defence of Canada’’, and the medals parade celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
At the recent Regimental Christmas Dinner I had the opportunity of wishing the serving members of our
Regimental Family a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Through the Trumpeter, I now have a similar
opportunity to wish all of you who have served or remain associated with RCH the same.
Joyeux Noël et une très heureuse année
Roger Turnell, HCol
NON NOBIS SED PATRIAE
ADJUC PHILIPE CHEVALIER
J'aimerais prendre quelques minutes pour souhaiter à tous les membres de la grande et fière
famille du Royal Canadian Hussars les plus beaux vœux de Noël et du temps des Fêtes.
Qui mieux placé que nous, militaires, pour prendre conscience de l'importance de la paix en ce
bas monde? Soyons-en donc les premiers acteurs.
Je tiens spécialement à souligner la présence d'un des nôtres en Afghanistan, le caporal-chef
Piotr Agalakov qui représente en toute dignité le Régiment.
Joyeux Noël et bonne année à vous et à votre famille.
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Honors and Awards: 17th Duke of York's Royal Canadian Hussars (7th Recce Regt) in WW2
Part 1: The Distinguished Service Order (DSO) By Roman Jarymowycz
The Regiment's officers received three DSOs in the war. Often
awarded in lieu of the Victoria Cross, the DSO recognizes individual
instances of meritorious or distinguished service. It is a military order
for officers only, and while normally given for service under fire or
under conditions equivalent to service in actual combat with the
enemy, after January 1917, commanders in the field were instructed
to recommend this award only for those serving under fire. During
both wars, the order could be given only to someone Mentioned-inDispatches. The order is generally given to officers in command,
above the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and awards to ranks below this
are usually for a high degree of gallantry just short of deserving the
Victoria Cross.

17 DYRCH Unit with Humber IIA Armoured Cars
Varcelles, France 18 July 1944

Two of the DSOs awarded, one was an "immediate" DSO awarded to
the Commanding Officer, Lt Colonel (Acting Brigadier) Thomas Cripps
Lewis. He had previously commanded the Royal Montreal Regiment
(RMR) which had been converted to reconnaissance as the 32nd
Reconnaissance Regiment (RMR). In March 1944 the 32nd Recce was
disbanded and reassigned. One remaining element was redesignated:

First Army Headquarters Defence Company (RMR). The bulk of the cadre was distributed to CASF recce regiments, and a large
number were allocated to the 7th Recce, including Lt Col Lewis. It made sense; both Regiments were from Montreal and had
previous cordial relations. Those assigned to 7th Recce included Majors GH Logie, AH Lowe; Capt MA Willis, Lts GNG Perodeau,
CW Smith; Acting Squadron Sgt-Major D Page and 88 other ranks. Lewis arrived with a solid reputation and well connected to
the 17th, his cousin was Colonel Victor Hugman and Westmount neighbour.
In fact, on posting, Lewis replaced Col Hugman and was given command of the 7th Recce in April 1944. He took the Regiment
to Normandy and led it throughout the fighting for the beachhead. The 7th Recce finally assumed a proper "divisional recce"
role during the breakout battles which led to the closing of the Falaise Gap. It was during the second breakout attempt by 2nd
Cdn Corps, Operation Tractable (14–21 August 1944), that the Regiment was particularly gallant and won a most respected
battle honour in its intrepid actions during the crossing of the Laison River. It was here that Lt Col Lewis was recommended for
immediate award - supported by Major-General D.C. Spry (GOC 3 CID); Lieutenant-General G.G. Simonds , the Corps
Commander, and General H.D.G. Crerar, Commander First Cdn Army.
Lt Colonel (Acting Brigadier) Thomas Cripps Lewis DSO, Croix de Guerre, MID
The final approval was given by Field Marshal B.L. Montgomery, Commander-in-Chief, 21 Army Group
in November. The commendation reads:
For the breakthrough to Falaise on 14 August 1944, 7 Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment (17 Duke
of York's Royal Canadian Hussars) was given the task of flank protection and of reconnaissance ahead
of the division. As tanks arrived on the River Laison the crossing proved very much more difficult than
anticipated and it became essential to find crossings speedily. Seeing this situation, LieutenantColonel Lewis proceeded ahead of his troops, and though under fire he personally directed the troops
over the river.
He then proceeded to a hill crest in order to wireless this information to divisional headquarters. While
so doing he was singled out by an 88-mm gun, and though shells were falling about his lightly
armoured vehicle, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis continued transmitting until he was certain the
information had been received.
Later on 14 August 1944, Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis had a Universal Carrier shot out from under him.
With remarkable coolness he quickly obtained another vehicle and continued to relay vital information
which allowed his divisional commander to launch the reserve troops at the appropriate moment.
Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis's dash and great coolness undoubtedly had a marked influence in spurring his regiment to seize
and hold initial ground ahead of the tanks and infantry, thus ensuring the complete success of the operation.
Lewis Killed in Action
Lt Col Lewis was also awarded a Mention in Despatches. Finally, in the fall of 1944, when Brigadier Ken Blackader was
hospitalized, Lewis was appointed Acting-Brigadier, commanding 8th Cdn Inf Brigade. During the Battle of the Scheldt he went
forward on reconnaissance on the 17th of October. His recce habits proved deadly. He ventured too close to the enemy, was
spotted and his party engaged by mortar fire. Lewis, 33 years-old, was killed in action and subsequently awarded decoration
the Croix de Guerre avec Palme (France) posthumously: "For exceptional war services when he gave his life gallantly
during operations for the liberation of France". Lt Colonel Lewis was the most battle-decorated Royal Canadian Hussar of the
Second World War.
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7th Recce Regt - Summer 1944
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Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Alexander Baerman, DSO
Lt Col Baerman assumed command of the regiment after Lewis was made acting brigadier. He
conducted operations until the end April 1945. He was succeeded by Maj (LCol) William (Bill) Bowen.
Baerman was subsequently awarded a DSO in November, 1945 (Canada Gazette dated 10 November
1945 and CARO/6193).
His commendation reads: Lieutenant-Colonel Baerman has commanded 7 Canadian Reconnaissance
Regiment from October 1944 through the Schelde, Operation VERITABLE, the breakout to the Rhine,
and the present advance through Holland into northern Germany. During the advance through Germany
and Holland in April 1945, the reconnaissance squadrons under his command were deployed between
Emmerich and the Hoch Elton in front of the leading infantry brigade. The German opposition - artillery,
machine-gun and small arms fire - was heavy and every bridge was blown along the axis of advance.
This officer personally set such an example to the three squadrons of his regiment of extreme aggressiveness, of coolness
under fire, of initiative of getting around obstacles and of improvising bridges and by-passes, that the whole regiment
accomplished more than its directed objectives and enabled the infantry to continue its fast advance.
On 10 April 1945, north of Bathmen in Holland, "C" Squadron was help up by heavy anti-tank and mortar fire. The
squadron leader and the second-in-command were both wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel Baerman, from his Tactical
Headquarters forward of Brigade Headquarters, took over the squadron, personally led it in by-passing the enemy
strong point, took the strong point from the rear, wiped out the enemy with heavy casualties, and then resumed his
overall command. The leadership and courage displayed by Lieutenant-Colonel Baerman throughout this series of
actions have been outstanding.
Major Charles Wesley MacLean, DSO- a famous Canadian Family
Major CW MacLean DSO was the son of Col Charles Wesley MacLean who commanded the 17th DYRCH and was the founder of
MacLean's Magazine. The family lived in Montreal and purchased a country estate on Lac St Louis (the mansion Mull Hall is
today known as "Stewart Hall") which Major MacLean. MacLean was a Hollywood-handsome officer, popular with everyone and
a typical cavalier, brimming with panache and l'audace.
MacLean landed in Normandy on D Day and was soon mentioned in Despatches - (Canada Gazette and CARO/5324, both
dated 3 February 1945). He was subsequently awarded the Distinguished Service Order (Gazetted 10 November 1945).
Maj MacLean's DSO commendation reads: This officer landed on D Day in command of a beach control party, afterwards
joining 7 Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment as a squadron commander. As a squadron commander Major MacLean has led
his squadron through France, Belgium, Holland and Germany, guiding and leading his men with willingness far above the
normal effort. At Harlingen, Holland on 16 April 1945, this officer led a patrol personally to the outskirts of the town, drawing
fire on himself in order to determine the exact enemy positions for 9 Canadian Infantry Brigade with whom he was working.
Enemy positions were so pin-pointed that 9 Canadian Infantry Brigade were able to assault with a minimum of loss to their
men. It was due to the foresight, initiative and complete disregard for personal safety that Major MacLean was able to provide
this very necessary information before the attack.
This is only one of the many instances which characterized Major MacLean's work in the campaign. Through
this officer's unfailing efforts, drive and disregard for his own personal safety, his squadron has been able to
achieve all objectives with a minimum loss of men and vehicles and the utmost information to the brigades
which he was supporting. This officer has placed duty above all else and it is to his credit that formations of
3 Canadian Infantry Division have arrived at objectives with the maximum of information and minimum loss
of men.
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End Part 1, Next section: MM and MC Decorations.
Part 3 of The Regimental History will appear later in 2013.
[The author, Lt Colonel RJ Jarymowycz OMM CD PhD commanded RCH from 1979 to 1985; he retired from the Reserves as
Dean of The CDN Forces Militia Command and Staff College. He has lectured at McGill, RMC, CMR and Norwich University. He
is a sessional lecturer at the Canadian Forces College, Toronto, and an academic on the College’s JCSP (DL) Programme.
Jarymowycz is currently completing the Official History of The Black Watch (RHR) of Canada. For further ref re Military Awards
for 7th Recce and 6th DCRCH during WW2, see: the National Archives of Canada, Record Group 7, Group 26, Volume 52 (file
40-D-1 Part 6, dealing with investitures: 4 November 1944, Canada Gazette CARO/5061 dated 8 November 1944, also, 27
June 1946; and, Canada Gazette; CARO/5801; and CARO/6854 25 November 1946]

LAST POST
GEORGE WALTER, 94, OCTOBER 24, 2012
George Gary Walter, 94 years of age, residing at Parkwood Court, passed away at the Royal Jubilee Hospital. George was born
in Montreal, and was an only child. He served as a lieutenant in Italy in World War Two, was wounded in action, and received
the Military Cross for heroism. He retired as a second lieutenant from the 2nd Regiment of the 17th Duke of York's Royal
Canadian Hussars. He married Melina Shorrock in 1946 and was happily married for 63 years until her passing in October
2008. He worked as a purchasing agent for the government for many years and enjoyed his job. George had a great love for
photography, cats, and square dancing. He square danced several times a week and travelled throughout Canada and the
United States to dance with other dancing groups. He retired from dancing in his seventies. Always eager to learn new things,
he joined a computer club in his late eighties. George was known for his meticulous organization skills, incredibly witty sense
of humour, infectious smile and good nature. He has forever left his footprint upon our hearts. He will be deeply missed and
never forgotten. He leaves behind a brother-in-law and many cousins and friends. At George's request there will be no
memorial service.
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CAPTAIN TERRY SYKES (RETD)
Captain Terrence Sykes, age 36, passed away on Wednesday, October 17, 2012 in Montreal from pancreatic
cancer. He was serving in Kandahar Afghanistan for over two years for ISAF Chief Info Ops as the RC South
media team director.
His complications began in Afghanistan in September of 2011. He was sent back to Canada and was
diagnosed with the cancer. After being told that he would only live till July of the following year, he returned
to Afghanistan to conclude his contract. After completing his contract, he returned to Canada to follow
experimental treatments and travelled the world.
A rich life came to a sudden end, leaving many friends and family in deep sorrow. Terrence is survived by his Uncle Philip
Neville, foster parents John & Laura, and foster brother Paul. He is buried with his grandmother Elaine Snetsinger, mother
Ainslie Neville and brother Craig Sykes at the Rideau Cemetery in Dollard-des-Ormeaux.
"Please take care of yourselves and live your lives to the fullest. You never know how long you have on this earth".
Terrence Sykes
FALCONER, STANLEY
Stanley Falconer passed away at Health Sciences North in Sudbury on Wednesday November 28, 2012 in his
95th year. Dear son of the late James and Mary (nee Partington) Falconer. Beloved husband of Simone (nee
Brazeau). Father of Sidney (wife Pauline) of New Brunswick, Esther Falconer of Montreal and Sheila Dufour
(husband Tom) of Hawkesbury, P.Q. Survived by 4 grandchildren. At the families request no visitation or
funeral.
LOST TRAILS
Unfortunately, we have lost contact with some members, if you know of or if you have contact with any of the members listed
below, please have them contact us via mail or e-mail;
RCH Association
4185 Cote des Neiges Rd
Montreal, Québec. H3H 1N2
Attn: Membership
Isabelle.chatillon@forces.gc.ca
IMPORTANT DATES
27
1
4
31
1
28

December
January
January
January
February
February

Breakfast at PJ’s 09h30
Levee day Combined Officer & NCO mess @ 10am
Association Lunch at PJ’s Pub @ 11h30
Breakfast at PJ’s 09h30
Association Lunch at PJ’s Pub @ 11h30
Breakfast at PJ’s 09h30

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEE CONTACT NUMBERS
Karl Kramell
President
438 Champlain St
Hemmingford, Qc. J0L 1H0
Karlheinz009@sympatico.ca

Steven Barrette
1st Vice-President / Editor Trumpeter
652 Westluke
Cote St-Luc, Qc. H4X 1P7
Steven.Barrette@sympatico.ca

Michael Vézina
2nd Vice-President
107 René Emard
Ill Perrot, Qc. J7V 7P2
vezina_1@sympatico.ca

Sebastian Goulette
Treasurer
5130 Earnscliffe
Montreal, Qc. H3X 2P5
Chantel.sebastian@sympatico.ca

Michel Abourousse
Secretary
725 Place Fortier Apt 408
St-Laurent, Qc. H4L 5B9
m.abourousse@sympatico.ca

Isabelle Châtillon
Membership
529 rue Empire
Greenfield Park, Qc. J4V 1W1,
Isabelle.chatillon@forces.gc.ca

Alan Canavan
Past President
53 Thurlow Road
Hampstead, Qc. H3X 3G8

John Segreti
Public Relations
7931 Molson
Montreal, Qc. H1Z 2R8
johnsegreti@hotmail.ca

Stan Highway
Executive Officer
6767 Cote St-Luc Road Apt 115
Montreal, Qc. H4V 2Z6

Alford Fough
Executive Officer
8131 Querbes
Montreal, Qc. H3M 2C3
nice-1@live.ca
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BALACLAVA 2012

On October 20th 2012 the Regimental Officers along with friends of the
regiment celebrated another Balaclava dinner. As in true Hussars tradition
the junior officer is required to recite the charge of the light brigade from
memory, this year it was performed in fine fashion by Ocdt Logan, job
well done Ms. Logan.

Maj Hlibchuk &
LCol Dubreuil

MR. Vezina, LCol Jarymowycz (Retd)
Maj Abourousse (Retd) and Mr. Canavan

Adjuc Chevalier, Sgt Barrette &
Bryan Brulotte (Retd)

Ocdt Logan, Ocdt Kessia, Slt Beaulieu, Slt Brioche & Capt Veilleux

Maj Hlibchuk, William Hlibchuk, Maj Glauninger

The CO’s Speech

The evenings entertainment, Viola.

LCol Kramell (Retd), LCol Leblanc (Retd), Col Turnell,
LCol Ciarroni (Retd)

Mr. Canavan & LCol Dubreuil

LCol St-Jean & LCol Kramell

Mr. Canavan, Sgt Barrette & LCol Kramell

A presentation from LCol Jarymowycz

LCol Dubreuil, Maj Phare & Maj Latreille

7

Mr. Delorme, Capt Ayoub & Maj Hlibchuk

REGIMENTAL REVIEW 2012
On Saturday December 8th the Regiment along with members of the
Association celebrated the Christmas Holiday season with a grand
Regimental Review. Usually our Christmas Parades are short and sweet, but
this year we have much to celebrate.

Lieutenant-Colonel Dubreuil Leading the regiment

RSM Chevalier

B Squadron with Sergeant Major Warrant Mario Hetu

Inspection of the Regiment

C&S Squadron with Sergeant Major MWO Chuck O’Donnell

Medals were given to a few well deserving members of the regiment, celebrating the Diamond
Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II with presentation to; Sergeant Steven Barrette, Master
Corporal Guy Brazeau, and Warrant P.J. Pilon
We also were presented with the Commemorative Banner of
‘’the War 1812-1815 Defence of Canada’’, by the LCol Chafe,
Deputy Commander 34th Canadian Brigade Group.

There were also
promotions
Lieutenant J Brioche,
and Corporal Li.

Trophies for the Best Trooper to Sergeant were awarded to;

Trooper Maisonneuve

Corporal Bilodeau
Master Corporal Gingras
Congratulations one and all.
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Sergeant Barrette

As always our Christmas Parades are followed by a Regiment Picture, Thanks Celine for the great pictures.
And of course our traditional Turkey Meal served to the ranks by the Senior NCOs’ and Officers.

RSM’s Chevalier, Edwards
Lessard, Chevalier, Lancaster
Greene and MWO G Weekes (Retd)

Over 100 in attendance

Cpl Duplessis RSM for the Day

Tony Hetu, Stan Highway

Waiting for the Parade

Glenn Lancaster, RSM Chevalier
Maj Francois Carpentier (Retd)

Alan Canavan, Mr & Mrs Vezina

Private Samy
CO for the day

Our Official Photographer
Céline Benoit THANK YOU!

The serving staff hard at work or hardly working

John Segreti

Isabelle Châtillon

Chris Ami, Jean-Guy Favreau, & Gilbert Hetu

Turkey Anyone

Alan Canavan, Fallen Comrades

Lt. Brioche
Ride Master

The Ride the traditional end of the Meal
We were missing a few members of our executive and those associations’ members who were unable to attend due to the d istance and other
commitments. Christmas wishes to Denis Gilbert who is recovering from surgery you are in our thoughts, and Sebastian Goullette.
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A Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy
New Year to all Hussars.

The Regiment
December 2012
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